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On March 8rd, at Dundee, Scotland, the wife 
of the late Joun A. Rosk, of the Chartered Bank, 
of a som 

On March 24th, at 
BLEcurnnen, of a son. 

At the Soldiers’ Club. Queen’s Road, on the 
28th March, the wife of H. Horuey, Civil <Ac- 
countant, Army Service Corps, of a son. 


ghai, the wife of A. L. 


On March 28rd. at thi Shanghai General Hos- 
pital, Fexpenic Cuartron Jongs, aged 60 years. - 
-On the 27th March, Meriva Mania OLIVEtRA. 
the dearly beloved wife lof J. M. Eca da Silva. 
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ABRIVAT OF BAIL, | 
lish Maillof the 5th March, and: 
mails closed 


The. E 
the parce 
-despatch by the allilsea route on the 24th | 


February, and for despatch overland on the! 
Srd March arrived ppr s.s. Devanha on the! 
‘Bist ultimo, - 


in London for 


FAR EASTERN NEWS. 


- - Society in the Philippines is discussing the, 
halls which arg said to be menaces to! 
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| China Ooerland Grade Report 


We note the following telegram from Tokyo, 
in a Seoul contemporary :—The Emperor of 
China has sent the Second Class Order of ‘the 
Teutang to H.E. Pri Ito as a token of' his 
thanks for services rendered by the latter in 
connection with the drafting of the Chinese 
Constitution. 


The British Cigarette Company of Shanghai 
has been prosecuted on three churges brought 
by Mr. Jonas in respect of the alleged infringo- 
ment of the Merchandise Marks Act on “Atlas,” 
“ Autocar” and “ Drumhead” Cigaretes. The 
first charge was found proved and a fine of £10 
imposed, while the other two charges were 
dismissed. I 


According to the Cablenews-American. 
Pedro Paterno’s bill for the importation of 
Chinese labour ‘into Philippine Islands has 
received the support of the members of the 
municipal council of Arayat, Pampanga, which 
is one of the first to respond to the requests of 
the author of the bill for the universal support 
os his measure. The bill does not find general 
‘avour. 


Quite an imposing little ceremony took place 
on the 19th ult. near Karenko, North Formosa, 
when 525 male and 526 female aborigines 
surrendered themselves into the hands of the 
Japanese. Pledges were exacted from them 
that they would induce others of their com- 
patriots to give themselves up; and on this 
condition the captives were then allowed to 
return to their old villages. 

Mr. E. Carlton Baker, late American Vice. 
Consul at Foochow, has passed his examination, 
at Washington, for promotion in the Consular 
Service. He has beén appointed to the 
Department of State, in Washington, in the 
“ Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs,” on account of | 
his familiarity with the customs of the people 
and business conditions of the countries with 
which this Department deals. 


A telegram from Tsinanfu to the N.-C. 
Daily News states that Sir J. H. Stewart’ 
Lockhart, Commissioner at Weihaiwei, who 
is paying a visit to H. E. Yuan Shu-hsun, 
Governor of Shantung, was entertained on 
the 20th inst. by the highest officials. Half a 
dozen foreigners were’ present. Sir Stewart 
Lockhart was accompanied by Mr. R. F. 
Johnston, the District Officer at Weihaiwei. 

The report of the China Mutual Steam Naviga- 


| tion Company states that, including £13,000 
| brought forward, the profit for the year ended 


Dee. 31 last amounts to £119,312. After allow- 
ing £67,870 for depreciation of steamers, and 
paying directors’ fees, &., there is a balance of 
£41,039. It is proposed to pay dividends of 5 


We learn from a letter in The Times that the | 
need for Western teachers—especially medical 

teachers—in China has for some time past been 
engaging the earnest attention of many Eng- 
lishmen, who have formed a committee—( hina 
Emergency Committee—for the purpose of 
doing something to meet it. Sir Robert Hart is 
president of the committee, and the Archbishop | 
of Canterbury, the Bishop of London, the Lord | 


| Chief Justice, and the Vice-Chancellorg of | 


Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, and Glasgow | 
Dniversities, and many other distinguished men 
are amongits vice-presidents andmembers. The 
Chairman of the Committee is Mr. 
Wm. Fox.. 


909, 


Francis | 


No. 14. 


C. J. Marchant, the’. - 
man who was recently extradited to Manila ona 


‘We understand that 
charge of embez3 
and that ho intb 
prosecutor in ¢ 
damages, 


ement, has been discharged 
nds to proceed ‘against ‘his 
he Philippines to. recover 


The Under Secyetary of Statefor the Colonies © = 


in a letter to a corres pondent dated February18th 
said he could not undertake to discuss the ques- 
tion of the policy which His Majesty’s‘Govern-- 
ment should pursve with regard: to Weihaiwei, 
and Lord Crewe@ was unable to admit the 
justice of the criticism that the Protectorate . 
is neglected by the Imperial Authorities and 
that the uncertainty as to the future effectually 
stops private enterprise from developing. ‘The 
Colonial Secretary could hardly be expected to 
sat as much, but it is nevertheless palpably .. 
" z 


Interest in the) practically unknown Pratas 
islands is by no means abated, though it is 
tolerably certain that the differences between 
China and Jepan will be amicably settled. ‘The 
island on which Japanese have been settled, for 
some eighteen months is about 170 miles south 
east of Hongkong. It is barely two miles long - 

uarters of a mile broad, rises 


and about three q 
about forty feet abbve water and is really nothin 
more than a sandy bed on a foundation of co 
Coral is found all round the lagoon and the 
approaches to the island, which have not been _ 
surveyed for abdut forty or fifty years are 
dangerous to navigation. When the Chinese 
cruiser. Kenpan |proceeded there with Com- 
modore Lin and Captain Wu, it was discovered 
that there were pbout 150 Japanese on the 
island. They had made a track across the - 
island, had lighters at work, and also had a 
steam launch. The Japanese were apparently 
finding their undertaking very remunerative. 


‘It is satisfactory to know, says a London con- 
temporary, that [practically the whole of the 
plant for the new |Keihan Electric Railway has 
been ordered in Great Britain. This company, 
which was floated last’ year with a capital of 


Kyoto, with Osakh, the great industrial centre 
which has often been called the “ Manchester’ of 
Japan.” The total length of the new line is 
thirty miles, with a double track throughout 
its entire length, and the generating plant has a 
total power of 2550 k.w., made up of three 850 
k.w. turbo-generajor sets. The electrical work | 
is being done-by Messrs. Dick, Kerr, and Go., 
the turbines by Messrs, Williams and Robinson, 
and the. boilers by| Messrs. Babcock and Wilcox. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF CHINA. 


(Daily Press, March! 29th.) 
While the large majority of those who 
may be taken as authorities) with res»ect to 
Far Eastern matters are jot oninion that 
representative institutions would prove un- 
suitable to India, a contrary opinion prevails 
with regard to China. As respects India, 
it is generally accepted that constitutional 
government would not bp advantageous 
upon the somewhat general ground that 
government by the neople js not in accord- 
nee with “Oriental” ideas—and it would 
m at first sight that, if this argument is 
good as to Tndia, it ought to be taken as 
good also with regard to;China, which is 
certainly an Oriental country, if any 
country is entitled to he sojdesignated. The 
term ‘‘ Oriental’ is, of coprse, a very wide 
and it is often used withput due consider- 
ation of the difference which may exist 
between nations who are (riental as com- 
pared with western standards, but who are 
so in very varied degrees. (Generally speak- 
: ing, the idea of Orientalism is that of being 
governed or governable in a more or less 
despotic manner—in having a strong tradi- 
tional respect for personal! authority, and a 
want of appreciation of power as derived 
from the people at large|and exercised on 
their behalf. It is concluded by those 
. acquainted with the state of feeling in 
India that, at all events atithe present time, 
the old traditions which make the people 
disposed to look to personal authority as 
the essential element in government is so 
strong that an attempt |to introduce an 
administration upon a representative basis 
could not be successful * probably upon 


the whole this view of the/subject is correct. 
_ At the same time steps have been taken to 
gecure a more definite representation of the 
t people in the Supreme Council, and this 
would appear to be acceptable to those who 
have been agitating for/a frider recognition 
of the popular voice in the government of 
the country. / 

It might be thought that those who desire 
an improvement in the inferual government 
of China would be content with seeing her 
accept some similar measures to those which 
have been adopted in India in regard to the 
same *question—but, with] respect to China. 
the \opinion seems to halve gained ground, 
not only among Europeans, but among some 
of the more advanced Chinese statesmen 
themselves, that what Ger be suited to 


the Chinese nation, is a gystein of constitu- 


prorerly respected. If wp are to believe the 


assurances made at Peking, such a system 
is to be introduced some jnine years hence. 
How far this promise canjbe relied upon is, 
of course, a matter of opinion. Upon this 
point, it is probable thht Chinese states- 
men themselves are as yet undecided. 
While some of them en |see the advantages 
that would be gained by popular support 
the most progressive may have some doubt 
as to how far such support can be obtained 
with safety to the Imperial or central 
authority —the preservation of which they 
naturally regard as of the first importance. 


t 
What the Peking authorities will most 
probaby do is to endeayour to compromise 
matters in some way that will meet half 


tional government in which the wishes of 
the pedple would be dhly consulted and 


way the difficulty with which they have 
to deal, and no doubt many of them hope 
that long- before the] expiration of the 


nine years, some means short of actual 


popular representation} may be found 
to appease the aspirations of the 
people in this direction. That the 


Chinese differ from jthe generality of 
Eastern nations, iu haying much in the in 


restrained 
effect a change in the existing state of 


of reform which will tend in| this direction— 
and which in the course of 


ie 
i 
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that suits them for something in the form 
of representative institutions, there can be 
very little doubt. They have the great 
essential of administrative instinct which is 
shown in connection with their guilds and 
other organisation, and there is no question 
also that they possess practical common 
sense—the “ reasonableness’’ recently re- 
ferred to by Sir Ropert Hart—which is of 
ll things the most valuable in the govern- 
ment of a nation as well as in less. important 
matters. On the other hand, it eannot be 
overlooked that in another direction they 
are certainly of the traditional “ Oriental” 
type—possessing an almost exaggerated 
respect for personal authority, and tradi- 
tional ideas—that the larger questions of 
governments can be dealt with only by un- 
or autocratic authority. To 


matters, it is necessary that these two dis- 


cordant elements should be in some way re- 
conciled ; and this is the problem which the 
Peking authorities will have to solve within 
the next nine years, if the promise which 
has been made is to be carried out. 
quite possible that it may be found, in prac- 
tically dealing with the subject, that it will 
be difficult to grant. a constitution to China 
in the fullest sense of the word even when 
the nine years have expired; but if the 
authorities are in earnest’ in the matter, 
there should not be any insuperable ob- 
stacles against the re of a measure 


It is 


ime, will lead to 
constitutional government in accordance 
with the wants of the country. This would 
be the true policy for the Government to 
adopt; and, although there are some reac- 
tionary signs which do nof look promising, 
it may be hoped that these will be overcome, 
and that it may he possible to introduce the 
lonked for new system by degrees, if it can- 
not be adopted in the rapid manner which 
has been attempted in some other countries 
why by no means encouraging results. The 
nation, as well as the official, has to be edu- 


cated up.to the change. Much is being done 
in the former direction by the’ force of 
social change, Iut it will require no little 
skill to blend the new ideas with the old 
traditions of government in China, 
meantime the Reking Authorities might 
possibly take a lesson frdm what has been 


In the 


done in India, and, without changing the 
existiag form of government, might gra- 
dually introduce a more representative 
element iuto the chief councils of the nation. 
This would have the effect of satisfying to 
some extent the aspirations of those who 
are in favour of popalar government ; and 
would prepare the way to the introduction of 
a representative system, should such prove 
desiralle at a future time. « 
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THE BALKANS. 


————~>_——- 
(Daily Press, M arch 30th.) 
Few people in Europe.will be found to 
eulogise as a type of wisdom or political 
sagacity King Prrer of Servia, or his 
precious son and heir Prince Geroree. 
Almost as few will be found to laud 
the political insight of the Archduke 
FERDINAND oF Este, who has _ been 
trying his ’prentice hand in guiding the 
destinies of Austria, while with ‘regard 
to the Imperial Minister, Baron | von 
AFHRENTHAL he has been sailing as close 
to the wind as was possible in the case of 
& minister high in the 
Sovereign. However 
may’ turn out, ‘it is 


inl the end affairs 
at 


onfidence of his | 


least certain. 
that the four b-tween |them have been, 
keeping Europe in a state of flurry and. 
excitement during the last eix months; yet 


[Apel 3, 1900, 


for what cause neither themselves nor any- 


one else have been -jable,to show any 
justification whatever. | Austria and-Servia 
have been in fact, forjthe last six or eight . 
months engaged in a game of growling.and 
showing their teeth af one another across 
the River Danube; yet when either ~has. 
been asked the foundation of all the excite. 
ment, and a civil request made to formulate - 
the real trouble at the bottom ofall, neither _ 
has been able to name a single item whereiu 
it had been wronged by the other. It can 
hardly be said that Bermany either has 
given assurances that her motives are of any 
higher inspiration ; when asked by the other 
Powers to use her influence to induce one or 
the other of the irrecpuciliables to reason, 
or at least to state her desires, Germany 
has on each occasion shrugged her shoulders 
and announced her intention of allow 
ing Austria to go her own gait without inter- 
ference. Now if thig proceeded from a 
genuine respect for the House of Austria, 
and could be taken as the homage of one 
wise man to another, however much we 
might cavil at its seeming weakness, we 
could hold it up to reprobation, but this 
explanation hardly jconsorts with the 
indicstions of the case ; 
Germany is quite nware that one of the 
chief difficulties in tha way of the Dual 
Monarchy is the attitude of the Slavonic 
peoples under its rule ; Magyar and German 
pretty well understayd one another, and 
both are fully conscious that: any rupture 
of the common bond df self intere-t which 
holds them together would mean the destruc- 
tion of both. Tuey can safely growl at one. 
another betimes, secure in the reflection that 
after all self-interest fis a stronger ground 
of union than sentiment; but with ber 
Slavonic subjects the case is far otherwise. 
They have not rieen to the sense of common 
interest, or common nationality, and to their 
winds, tickled with dreams of an impossible 
Panslavism, every degradation to Austria 
seems a victory for the other. Th's is the 
ever present danger that the Dual Monarchy 
has to face, but to which she is momentarily 
quite oblivious. King Perzr KaRaGEorRGE- — 
witcH may to onloykers eeem but flimsy 
stuff vut of which to make a_ hero, 
but he is the best at the moment 
available. It is not ja matter of everyday 
experience that a hero should come on the 
scene just when and lhow a people desires 
him, but the unwise policy of Austria is 
going far to make King Pures the hero of 
the day, and Germany by suggestion rather 
than by open advice |is domg her best to 
blow up the bubble. | Naturally none of the 
Powers curvs to tell Austria straight out the 
true position of affaits; tuo candid friends 
are apt to meet with unpleasant -rebuffs — 
when their advice becomes too particular ; 
but Europe sees that a war rashly com. 
menced between Auptria and Servia would 
not unlikely fan into a flame the general 
nascent antipathy between Teuton and Slav, 
and as each mutually interpenetrates dis- 
tricts whee the ther predominates, 
wasteful and mutually destructive civil war 
could be the only} logical result. .An 
eventual war between Germany and Russia 
on racial grounds would be a thing of horror 
untold; and would not impossibly destroy 
the boasted civilisation of Europe, or leave 
the rond open to another Asiatic advauce 
and with a view of|these possibilities, the 
common sense of Europe hss been striving - 
to bring about a settlement in the Balkan 
States which offer| some chance of per- 
maneucy. ee ae 
Every ene engaged f'éls that, brought 
down tu the level of |common sense, there is 
positively nothiug.worth quarreling about, ~ 
yet false pride or silly sentiment ‘interferes 
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whenever matters are 
and unfortunately hit 
case that Austria has 
the chief offender. 


brought to a point; 
erto it has been the 
m in each instance 
Austria, of course, 
stands most to lose in ithe case of a conflict; 
and it is quite possible that feeling this to 
be the case she has become the more rigid 
in refusing all accommodation. Germany 
has probably more influence with the Im- 
perial House of the Hapsburgs than all the 
other Governments in| Europe, and there is 
little doubt that a word of caution, which 
from the other Powers jwould be looked upon 
as an impertinence, from Germany would be 
accepted in a friendly spirit. The word, 
however, does not come, but instead tirade 
about susceptibilities, and a hint that she 
does not like to place‘herself ut crogs pur- 
poses with her ally; consequently the 


atmosphere, which but a couple of "a 
@ 


ago was undoubtedly brightening, si 
has been rendered more murky than ever, 
but the telegram we publish this morning 
happily gives the bestipromise we have yet. 
had of a settlement! of this protracted 
quarrel. 


THE POWERS AND CHINESE 
REFORMERS. 


(Daily Press,! March 31st.) 

There is no position which is more 
difficult to maintain, diplomatically than 
one of absolute neutrality and com- 
plete non-intervention. At first blush 
this may appear to be an easy matter. It 
would seem that when any question of 
internal administration arises in any given 
nation, outside nations may reasonably 
content themselves with doing nothing and 
leaving the nation concerned to settle its 
own affairs and to work out its own destiny 
its own way. But, however easy this may 
a r in theory, it ‘is found to be a very 
different matter in practice. Recently a 
complaint was made by a writer who signed 
himeelf as a “Chinese Student at Cam- 
bridge” of the inconsistency of Foreign 
nations in their dealings with China |in 
this respect. He cofuplained that while 
Europeans were constantly pointing out the 
defects of the system lof government exist- 
ing in China, whenever the people in China 
took matters into their own hands, and 
endeavoured by threatened revolt or more 
severe revolutionary vps to bring about 


a change, foreign |nations invarially 
intervened, and supported the existing 
Government in putting down the threatered 
disturbance. That this statement is true, 
it is impossible to deny. From the timd of 


- the Tai Ping rebellion to the present day, 


the Peking Government have always 
received the support,| moral if not actually 
material, of foreign nations and especially 
of Great Britain, in suppressing opposition 
to the existing order of things—bad though 
that state of matters may hava been. Upon 


abstract grounds, this line of policy certainly 


‘ geems open to the strictures which the 


writer above referred tb cdst upon it. Why, 
it may fairly he asked, if the Chinese are 
disposed to rise againet an oppresaive 
Government and to jinsist upon reforms, 
should European nations support a 
status quo which they have constantly 
denounced as uneatisfactor;—to put it at 
its mildest? Would it not be more 
consistent for them tp leave China to work 
out ita own destiny as would be done with 
respect to any other, nation? This is in 
effect the question which the Cambridge 
Chinaman propounds, and he is quite 
certain that, if left alone, China would 
work out her reformation—by revolution 
if it cannot be accomplished in any other 
way. : 


That European nations have in more than 
one instance: afforded; great aid to the 
Pekisg Government in suppressing revolts, 
is not, however, so inconsistent as those who 
are inclined to drastic measures are disposed 
to believe. The end that is hoped for by 
them is the establishment of a form of 
government in Chiua which will provide 
justice and security to the people generally, 
and thus secure the stability of an Empire 
with which they have very large commercial 
und political interests. If revolts and 
revolutionary movements in China did 
not interfere with ‘the gafety and prosperity 
of the large number of Europeans whose 
fortunes are now embarked in the country, 
such risings would be no affair of theirs. 
Unfortunately, however, when disturbances 
arise in China, both’ the lives and the 
property of Europeans are placed in the 
greatest jeopardy; aud thus a state of 
affairs arises in which itis impossible to 
sit still and allow events to take their 
course. Of this, the Peking Government 
ig fully aware, and they usually manage with 
great skill, to get assist-nce from foreign 
nations whenever a critical moment arrives, 
and after the immediate trouble has-been 
put an end to, affairs go on, apparently at 
least, much as they were before. 

This line of action is certainly open to 
objection on the grounu of consistency ; but 
logical consistency is not. the essence of 
foreign policy. As Macaunay observed, in 
speaking of the defects observable among 
Ecclesiastics in matters of practical goverd- 
ment, the essence of Theology is logic; but 
the essence of politica is compromise. 
Whether logically consistent or not, it is, 
after all, not an unsound position for 
European nations to adopt, to say “ we 
will do all we can by our influence and 
advice to bring about an improvement in 
the internal government of China, as our 
commercial and political interests are largely 
concerned in this; but we are not able to 
sit still when authority is actively defied, 
revolt broken out or revolution threatened. 
Some other means than these must be found 
if they are to have our support.” Such a 
position, it cannot be denied, by temperate 
people, is at all eveuts a sound one, and is 
practically that which has been adopted by 
foreign nations hitherto and is likely to be 
continued in the future. So far as the past 
is concerned, it has certainly not proved s 
ineffectual, as might be thought. There has 
been some progrese in China, though it has 
been slow, and it would be unwise, at the 
present time, to conclude that the promises 
of constitutional reform which have been 
definitely made will be absolutely Liab 
It is quite possible that the reactionary 
element at the capital will have to be 
reckoned with; and that the reforms that 
are promised will not be all that could be 
hoped for; but if some reasonable form of 
representative or even partially representa- 
tive government be established, more than 
half the difficulties under which China has 
so long laboured, will come toanend. 


THE CROWN AGENTS’ OFFICE, 


_» CDathy Presa, vApell: 1st} . 
Twelve months ago or more the Imperiyl 
Government appointed. a Committee to in- 
quire into “the conditions of tenure, the scale 
of payment of salaries and pensions, and 
how . far arrangements, in the office of the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies are in 
accord, or can be braught into barmony 
with the principles governing the Civil 
Service.” In order to enable the Committee 
to decide whether changes were required or 
not, it became necessary for them to havea 
general survey of what work is done and 
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how it isdone. Hvidence was given before 
the committee by witnesses possessing either 
special colonial experience or a particular - 
knowledge of transactions with the Crown 
Agents, and although a certain amount of 
the evidence appears to be outside the 
proper subject of/ the enquiry, this, as the 
Committee says, ig not on the whole to be 
regretted. The Committee says the general 
effect: of this evidence has been to show that 
‘‘while there is in the Colonies in many 
quarters a certain|simmering of discontent 
with the methodg of the Crown Agents, it © 
is due rather to want of touch between them . 
and the Colonial) Governments, to some 
want of elasticity, on the part of officials - 
claiming to occupy a quasi-independert_ 
position, or to persdnal considerations, but not 
to a failure in the work of the office which 
appeara to be on the whole well done, and. 
to be clear from st hea of corruption.” 
So little is geuerally known with regard to 
the Crown Agents Office that a few par- 
ticulars way be found interesting. The 
Crown Agents Office acts for all the Colonies 
twenty-four in number, not posseasing 
responsible government, for the eleven 
British Protectorates and for Zanzibar, and 
serves as the general agency in Great 
Britain for all} these countries. It 
purchases and sends out the materials 
and goods of all kinds which are 
required by the! Coloniak Governments 
from the United |Kingdom or Europe, it © 
issues their public Joans, keeps the registers 
of their stock, pays the interest and invests 
the sinking funds, and transacts all kinds of 
miscellaneous financial business inclidting 
the payment of salaries to Colonial Officials 
on leave, and the payment of pensions where 
the recipients liva in the United Kingdom 
or Europe. Moreover, it acts as the channel 
of communication between Colonial Govern- 
ments and their Consulting Engineers in the 
United Kingdom. [he Crown Agents, three 
in number, are selected by the Secretary of 
State for the onies, and hold office 
during the pleagurq of the Crown. Their 
salaries are by the Secretary of 
t of the Staff number. 
ing about 225 perspne, have been left to the 
di:cretion of the|/Crown Agents, though 
maximum lump sums are allocated, and a 
maximum rate of salary is fixed by the 
Crown ; periodic {statements have’ to be 
rendered to the Colonial Office showing tha 
actual salaries paidjto the established officers, 
This, as many of our readers know, is not 
the first time that the way the Crown 
Agents Office does its work has been 
inquired into. There was a Local Committee 
of Inquiry into the ttores Department in 
Ceylon in 1878; and a similar committee in 
Hongkong in 1902, and the result in 
each case—according to Sir E. Braxs, 
the Senior Crown Agent—was that 
the work of the pffice was found to be 
well done, and that there was practically 
nothing requiring 4lteration. Consequently 
when Lord Excrn acceded to the demand 
for an inter-departmental committee to 
conduct an inquiry into the organisation of 
the Office before |any prima facie case for 
inquiry had been made out, the Crown 
Agents naturally protested, and deslared that 
“some person or persons who have a personal 
grievance against| the Crown Agents are 
almost always at| the bottom of agitations 
against us,” The/Secretary of State, how- - 
ever, did not feell that he could resist the 
demand, and the inquiry has been beld with 
results which onj the one hand must be 
gratifving tu the Crown Agents, and on the 
other very satisfactory to the Colonies who 
are interested in knowing not only that on 
the whole the work of the Crown Agents Office 
appears to be well} done, and free from the 
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RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION BY | local officials have potbad as a'rale any: 
CROWN AGENTS.. J experience of building: railways, but.as:Sir 
| Feanx Swerrennam told the -Comniittes; 
(Daily Press, 2nd April.) | it is surely just as easy for the Colony:to 
Those who lage read the evidence on| appoint a chief engineer .as it -is- forthe 
railway construction in Crown Colonies | Consulting Engineers, Under ‘the present 
(printed in the Daily Preas yesterday) which | system the Consulting Engineers:. whojare 
Sir Frank SwetteNHAm gave before the} 2ominally the Gpvernment’s -technical 
Committee appointed tq inquire into the | edvisers are actuslly the constructors:of - 
organisation of the Crown Agents’ Office | the railway; and fhe local Government. - 
cannot have failed to pone how applicable which pays the bill,/bas no effective control 
are many of his. statements to thejover the expenditure. His Exeellenoy, 
little experience of railway construction that | the Governor himself admitted that 
we in this Colony have su fur had. Giving | the _ local is not in close 
the experience of the Sin zapore railway, the 
ex-Governor of the Straits Settlements said 


[Apel st2000,__ 


, Suspicion ‘of corruption, 
mittee has recognised 
against the Office has [eee been entirely 
unjustified. The most fruitful cause of 
discontent the Committee reporta, has been 
the existence of the rule laid down in the 
Colonial Regulatious that -the product or 

_ manufacture of the United Kingdom or of 
Europe, which are required by the Govern- 
ment of a Crown Colony should te obtained 
through the Crown Agents’ Office. This 
rule the Committee corisiders to be to the 
general advantage of the Crown Colonies; 
but the Committee recommend that where- 
‘ever in any Colony firms exist able to pro- 
duce the articles required or to carry out 


[but that the Com- 
hat the agitation 


Government 
touch with the consulting engineers and 
doea not correspond directly with them: . 


any needed works andthe Colony feels able | the line took more than twice as longto| Mr. Hazris, one of the members 
to arrange for their adequate inspection-such | construct as it ought to have done; it cost {of the Committea which inquired into 
firms should be given opportunities of | about twice the original estimate, and the | the organisation of the Crown Agent's 
tendering on the same conditions as home | work waa not well done, for a bridge sub- | Office, said he {had had some little 


firme. An announcement that this recom- 
mendation had been ‘adopted would be 
‘ welcomed in every Colony. It is a com- 
monly accepted notion that whatever is 
obtained through the:Crown Agents costs 
the Government very much more than if it 
bad been obtained without their assistance ; 
but in glancing through the portly volume 
of evidence we do not: notice that this was 
conclusively established by evidence. Sir 
Henry Buaxz, who said his experience 
- with Crown Agents had been “ perfectly 
satisfactory,’ made an indirect reference to 
the subject of cost when he said that the 
fact of there being a large reserve aris- 
ing from commissions made it evident 
that the Crown gents were charging 
too much commission.’ “I think it would 
be received with great gratitude, by 
the Crown Colonies," Srk Henry said, 
‘Cif you were able to announce that having 
regard to the volume of business you find 
that the Crown Agent is able to do his 
business for a emaller percentage.” But 
that announcement does not find a place in 

the Report. The Committee, however, 

reports that the present arrangements for 

shipping appear to them to be not only 
“unduly expensive,” but that they must 

lead to delay and reduplication of work and 

they therefore recommend that the sbip- 

ping work hitherto performed, for the 

Crown Agents of Mesers. J. and A. B. 
FRreEtanp, should in future be carried out 

by a Department of the Crown Agents. 

Apart from these recommendations the only 

other suggestion we need notice is one that 

asmall bureau should ‘be established in the 
Department througit” which officials and 


sequently tumbled down and an embank- 
ment gave way. Everybody, Sir Franx 
tadded, became a critic of the railway, so 
hat at last the engineer got so tired of it 
all that, mainly through the representations 
of the Government, when it was nearly 
completed, he went away. Now, it is 
interesting to compare the experience of 
Hongkong with this statement of the ex- 
‘perience of Singapore. ‘When in 1905 it was 
decided to build the Kowlodon railway by 
menns of a loan, the Crown Agents sent out 
a capable engineer to wake a preliminary 
survey on which they based a preliminary 
estimate. Sir MartHew NatwHan, in his 
great anxiety to push forward the construc- 
tion of the line with the utmost possible 
dispatch, instructed the Public Works 
Denartment to begin work in November 
1905. Meanwhile the Crown Agents bad 
appointed a Chief iResident Engineer, and 
the first thing that gentleman did when he 
came to the Colony in'March 1906 was to 
fiud fault with the survey that had beer 
made an‘1,to alter the alignment te such an 
extent as to render practically nseless what. 
work the Public Works Department had 
already done at a ok of between twenty 
and thirty thousand dollars. The original 
estimate for these twenty-two miles of 
railway was £550,000, but it is now known 
that the actual cost will not fall many 
pounds short ofa million sterling. So that 
this Colony’s experience agrees so far with 
that of Singapore in that (1) the line will 
take about twice as long to complete as it 
was at first expected to take; and (2) the 
line will cost about twice the original 
estimate. These facts have been alread; 


experience of tha Colonial Office and 
he could not help thinking that Sir Frank 
SwETreNHAM was telling the Committee. of. 
a system which Was an anomaly, Mr 
Hargis should therefore. be interested to 
learn that the syatem which he describes as 
an anomaly is the|system under which the 
British section of the Kowloon-Canton -rail- 
way is being constructed at the presént time 
with results, in jsome -respects at least 
analogous to those of the Singapore 
railway, and it is rather surprising to_ 
find no condemnation of this anomalous ‘ 
system in the ort of the Committee. 
Tbe incredulity with which Sir Fraxx 
SWETTENHAM’s statements were received by 
members of Committee closely associated 
with the Colonial! Office certainly justified 
expectation of a pointed reference to the 
subject in the Report. a 


RANDOM REFL 


Fj - 
Yes, there is no doubt about it. The city is 
quieter and duller. | The ‘streets have not that 
particular animation|given by Jack ashore, and 
already we miss the{presonce of the many blutt 
Americans who enlivened Hongkong ‘for the 
past fortnight. Apparently they enjoyed their 
stay. the result of which is an improvement of- 
tho good relations jexisting between the two 
great Anglo-Saxon races. 


ECTIONS. 


If the American ‘yemained here long they 
would spoil all our |ricsha and chair coolies by 
their generosity. dollar for a ride from the 
bottom of Garden Road to the Peak Tramway 
Station represents a scale of remuneration which 
we would not care] to see bacoming general 
though sailors were not the only ones to be had by 


other persons connected with the Colonies | ggcertained. Whether ‘the parallel might | the wily chair bearers. One dear old lady who 
visiting England could get into better touch | he further drawn we a, not ies ‘a, | Was carried a similarly “short distance sweetly 
with the Crown Agents and _ obtai oy: paid the first man fifty cents and rewarded the 
B a obtain | position to say, but we may here tare : Be 
- th benefit of th d fh : Ae second man in like manner to his great surprise 
| ¥ nt ner =good = olices.| mention that among other questions} and satisfaction. Another American rode in @ 


Lastly, the Committee recommend that 
information regarding the revenue and 
expenditure of the Crown Agents’ Office. 
and the salaries paid, should be published 


asked in.a letter which reached us quite / ricsha from the Hongkong Hotel to the Telé- 
recently was one as to whether it is a fact | graph office and paid the coolie twenty cents. 
The latter created 4 
that his was a “ firs 


“bobbery” and explained. 


oundaticna. class ricsha.” The argu- 


annually, and, of course, communicated to 
the Colonial Governments. They further 
‘ suggest that Parliament should be given a 
better opportunity than exists at present 
for reviewing the operations of the Office. 
‘These are all very modest but eminently 
-reagonable recommendations, and their 
adoption would certainly tend to give the 
Colonies a confidence in the system which 
is now generally lacking. 


The bronze statue of the Princess of Wales, 
. exouted by Mr. Geo. KE. Wadd, to the order of 

Mr. H. N. Mody,.has been brought to Hong- 
kong in the P. & 0. 8. N. Co.’s steamer Nubia 
‘which arrived on Saturday, We learn from a 
London correspondent who saw it before it was 
‘packed that the statue: isan excellent likeness 
of Her Royal Highness, and is the first statue 
cast of the Princess, 


i 


bridges, due to faultv 
His Excellency the Governor about a year 
ago gave in the spiced ib Council a history 
of the railway he mentioned that the Home 
Government in adopting the departmental 
system of construction through the medium 
of the Crown Agents, qlaims that it saves 
contractors’ profits; that alterations which 
further examination of the country or en- 
larged or altered views may render neces- 
sary, can at any time be made without 
liability to contractors which would 

incurred if the contract bad already — 


that bad cracks are ps found in the 


t 


signed. It gives more direct supervis‘on { 
the Government and gives more discretion 
astochange. These, sdid the Governor, are 


great advantages. No idoubt they are, but 


the point is whether the advantages are ay 
great as they might be if the local Goverp- 
ment were left to rs the line. The 
usual objection to such/a course is that the 


| | 


When ’ 


ment appealed to the visitor who handed over 
the additional twenty cents. Doubtless he said 
things when he learned later how ho had been 
done. It certainly gives point to the statement 
that the American! visitors spend their'money - 
freely. : 


|e * « ae oe 
The sports arranged by the Entertain- 
ment Committee must be regarded as very 
satisfactory. They brought men ‘ together 
in friendly ast e and did much to pro- 
mote a good understanding - between 
men of both’ soared. Perliaps the ‘most 
satisfactory feature from our point df view is 
that our men did so|well in all the contests; and — 
the reflection is all the more comforting at'a 
time when we-hdar so much talk. of radial 
decadence, The tu 
strength, and endu 
demonstrations of | ! 
who participated In the final-struggle were 
worthy represenfgtives of their respective 
‘countries. The Americans ‘were strong: hefty 


’ April 3, 1909.) 


men but I don’t think they knew so much of the 
art of p & together os did the sturdy 
artillerymen. 


«*e¢ 

The American influence did not depart with 
the fleet on Saturday. ‘Bishop Brent of the 
Philippines, who was the Chairman of the Opium 
Conference, held forth in the Cathedral yester- 
day, and his words were listened to with no 
little atention and interest. 

* 


*" & 

We are proud of our Volunteers and we don't 
want to see them dwarfed or have their import- 
ance minimised. At their inspection on 
Saturday it looked as if there were more band 
than volunteers. Surely this ought not to be: 

* 


* * 

Tt is perhaps a rash thing to say, but I be- 
lieve there are humorists in Scotland. A High- 
land newspaper which has come into my hand 
reports a ploughing match at which one of the 
prizes offered was for the ploughman most, de- 
termined at ploughing and imost determined to 
avoid matrimonial bliss. Why a man should 
seek to avoid bliss is rathér difficult'to appreciate, 
but I suppose thet is the Scotch joke whi¢h is 
not very apparenf to those born out of 
Caledonnia, 


* 
* € 


The Tramway Company, following up the 
anti-spitting crusade, have become somewhat 
facetious. ihe interiorlof the cars now bears a 
notice ; “ Gentlemen will not: spit ; others must 
not.” It is to be hoped it will be effective. 

* 


*” * 
_ There is a paper published at Peking in the 
English language, but I fancy the Editor does 
not mean exactly what he says when he publishes 

' the following: . 

THE EMPEROR REMAINS. 

The remains of the late Emperor and Em- 
~ -- press Dowager has been drawn from the 
- * Imperial store, and presented to various 

' -° officials. The Dalai Lama has also received this 
favour. The Board of Dependencies has 
* appoihted’ 4 members to proceed to present 
. the remains to the Dalai Lama. 
ota ‘ * 


” * ” & 
The following passage from a report of the 
recent meeting of a Siampse railway company is 
distinctly instructive :— 

Mr. Leonard : I propose in view of the large 
number of the shares héld by the Privy Purso 
we put on a man from the R. R. D. who knows 
something about the managoment of railways, 
and I propose Mr. Schnoerr. 

The Chairman : Is he a shareholder ? 

Mr. Leonard: Idon’t know, but I know if 
elected he would qualify. 

The Chairman: I can't accept that, sir. 

Mr. Leonard: I pointed out the very same 
thing to you at the last meeting in the case of 
Mr. Tilleke and Dr. Reytter. 

The Chairman: Mr, Tilleke was a sharo- 
holder because I gave him ten bearer shares 
downstairs before the meeting began. 

Mr. Leonard: That is absolute trickery. 

The Chairman: If you never do anything 
worse than that you will go to heaven in an 
aeroplane. Why, in the old days I. ra to 


ry 
“ 


go downstairs and give shares to coolies in order 
that you might get your dividend, becausp the 
shareholders would not come. 

Reports of Hongkong company meetings do 
not afford such interestihg reading. -+ 

The Japan papers, T notice, are muchycon- 
cerned over the fact, that our Chief Jystice 
ordered the ruffians conyicted of armed zobbery 
in the Colony at the February Assizes to be 
flogged, Brutal | pufishment, the Chronicle 
says, does not cure barbarism; but that is a 
statement not borne éut/by experience in Hong- 
kong. The question is one that has engaged 
public attention on thany occasions, notably 
during the regime of Sir John Pope. Henessey 
when the community at & great meeting held on 
thecricket ground passed a resolution with hardly 
any opposition affirming (1) that life and pro- 
perty had been jeopardised by a policy of undue 
leniency towards the criminal classes ; and (2) 
that flogging in public had been found the 


- ‘only really deterring punishment and that 


to its suspension was_due the daring bold- 
ness which had lately characterised crime. 
That was thirty years ago and our criminal 
statistics have greatly improved since then. 


Flogging is no longer administered in public, — 
e ae “2 


rs 
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and it is very rare indeed that our Judges 
order flogging at all. But when we see such! a 
recrudescence of serious icrime as that which 
occurred early in the present year, when nearly 
the whole. of the cages ‘at the first. criminal 
assizes were very bad cases of armed robbery, 
some punishment likely ta have a more deterrent 
effect than mere imprisonment was clearly 
called for, and no voice of protest has been 
heard in the Colony against the floggings 
awarded by the Chief Justice. On the contrary, 
the infliction of this punishment has been 
warmly approved. If a man commits a 


murder we hang him; ‘and four-and-twenty | 


strokes of “the cat” in addition to a term of 


imprisonment does not seem to me excessive | ter barrister-at-law, son of the late Sir Chaloner 


punishment for the man:of murderous intent 

who narrowly misses committing the capital 

crime. 
RODERICK RANDoM.: 


a 


' HONGKONG. 

The plague return for the week ending 27th 
March gives a total of five cases, four of which 
proved fatal. This brings the number from 
January lst up to 19 cases and 17 deaths. 


Dr. Ho Kom Tong lias been appointed a 
member of the Sanitary Board. He is a pro- 
minent Chinese citizen and has identified himself 
with all good works in the interest of the colony. 


On Sunday night three boats of the fleet of 
the Corinthian Yacht Club which were lying in 
the Club's anchorage wore boarded by thievas, 


and the greater part of their lead ballast was | the time were re 


stolen. 


The boats were No. 6, No. 9 and the 
Spray. 


It is reported that Mr. T. K. Dealy thas | constabula 


Before Mr, J.H. Kempat the Magistracy.on 
Mar. 29 anative who wasarrested on the Chinese . 
Recreation Ground} was charged with being 
armed with a knifa with intent to commit a 
felony. He was found guilty, and sentenced to 
three months’ imprisonment with hard labour. 

A native who appeared before Mr. F. A. 
Hazeland at the Magistracy on Mar. 29th on ja 
charge of returning from banishment told his : 
Worship that he came back to the Colony to 
get some clothing /he left behind. He was 
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment and 
four hours’ stocks. | “foe 


We hear that Mr{ Chaloner Grenville Alabas- 


labaster, British | Consul-General in Canton, 
has resigned the Secretaryship of the China 
Association. He was to be married on the 27th 
February, and to gail on the 13th March for 
Hongkong in the P} & O. steamer. Somali. He 
intends practising at the Bar in the Colony. 
Mr. Harold " Chadertori Wilcox (formerly 
partner in Messrs. Turner & Co., Hongkong), . 
has been appointed Acting Secretary to: the 
China Association in London. , 


On Sunday night the police received. a 
telephone message from Cheungshui, a border 
village near Samchun, reporting a “hold ap” 
of the police employed on the Canton section of 
the line. The report, made by Mr. Fraser, the 
district engineer on the Chinese section, stated 
that on the night of the 27th instant the rail- 
way police were attacked by a band of about 
eight or nine armed robbers.. The police at 
rning from the village of 
Lilong, about eleven miles distant, where they 
had carried a sum of money. Two of the 
Ty were wounded, and two were 


accepted the position of headmaster of Qneen’s | relieved of their rifles. The Police at Cheung- 
College, rendered vacant by the retirement of Dr, | Shui believe that the robbers have crossed into 
G. H. Bateson Wright, and that Mr. G. A. | British territory, Ibut investigations in the 
Woodcock will succeed Mr. Dealy as second | territory will be (considerably hampered by 
inetar reason of the fact ‘that the men attacked can 


Farther official changes took place‘on Apl.'1st, 
Mr. J. R. Wood leaving the Magistracy to take 
up his substantive appointment jat the Supreme 


give no description of any of the robbers. 
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Court as Deputy Registrar and Appraiser, while 
Mr. C. D. Melbourne left the Registry of 
the Supreme Court and returned to his old 
position as first clerk at the Magistracy. 


Mr. E. C. Wilks, having severed his connec- 
tion with the firm of Wilks and Jack, Limited, ; ; 
announces that he has established himself inthe ' A story of the extraordinary impudence of 
Colony as a Consulting Engineer and Surveyor | the Chinese thief was told to the Hunghom 
with an office in York Buildings. Mr. W.C. | Police on Sunday. On the night in question 
Jack announces that the management of the | # number of nativps entered the cable station 


CABLE STATION LOOTED. 


T&LEPHONE SERVICE INTEREUPTED. ‘ 


firm of Wilks and Jack, Limited, has been 
taken over by himself. 


An interesting speech was delivered by H. E. 
the Governor at the Legislative Council on the 
istinst, when heindicated the improvements that 
were being effected at the Observatory. In the 
Finance Committee an appropriation of $11,060 
was passed for compensation to the 26 opium 
divan keepers whose divans had been closed 
under the opium restriction instructions of the 
Home Government. 


-It must have occasioned no. little surprise 
when it became public on Tuesday that Mr. 


G. A. Woodcock, the secietary to the Sanitary | 


Board, but atpresent acting as Deputy Registrar 
of the Supreme Court, was not to go back to his 
old position. The Government letter announcing 
the change did not indicate what other office 
Mr. Woodcock was to fill. It merely stated 
he would be transferred elsewhere. 
proceedings at the meeting of the Sanitary 
Board it was apparent that the action of the 
Government did not meef with the approval of 
the members, as was indicated in Mr. Lau Chu 
Pak's minute and Mr. Shelton ‘Hooper's brief 
laudatory reference. Mr.|/Woodcockas Secretary 
of the Sanitary Board was certainly all that Mr. 
Lau Chu Pak said. He |was courtesy and can- 
sideration personified, and thera is no doubt:that 
he helped to'clear many misunderstandings, and 
in scriptural language ‘)to make the roufh 
places smooth.” His removal from the place 
which knew him so long will be a distinct loss 
‘to the Sanitary Board, a loss- which will be 
keenly felt by all those whose business brought 
them in contact with him; and it is questionable 
if Mr. Woodcock will ever be so well suited as 


in the office from which he has thus been trans- | 


ferred. = 
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; the brass and lead in the shed the thieves 
j apparently sat down for a rest after their 


thieves dashing for the door. 
‘ be charged shortly 


From the | 


near the Docks where the four cables belonging 
respectively to the Military Authorities, the 
Colonial Government, the Eastern Telegraph 
Co. and the Telephone Co are landed. They 
cut off pieces of the cables and removed certain 
apparatus which entailed the interruption of 
the different services+ After packing up all 


exertions. A lukong on duty in the vicinity, 
happening to pass the station at the time, 
noticed that the door was open, and on looking - 
in saw by the dim light a native smoking a . 
| cigarette. His question as to what the man 
was doing there caused a stampeds, all the 
The constable 
held on to one man, and he will probably 
The telephone service to 
Kowloon was interrupted all day yesterday 
and though the Telephone Company was able 
to effect temporary repairs to their cable: it will 
| probably be a week ‘before the mischief done is 
{ completely repaired. 


Five Chinese were charged on two counts — 
before Mr. F. A. Hazeland at the Magistracy 
on Mar. 30 with breaking and entering a cable 
station at Hunghom and with stealing telegraph 
instruments to the value of $87.20, the property 
of the Military A thorities; the same to the | 
value of $53.08 the |property of the Hongkong 
Government; the same to the value of: $74, the 
property of the Eastern Telegraph Co. ; andthe 
same to the value of $65, the propesty of ti 
China and Japan Telephone Co, 


The case was concluded on Mar. 3ist, Fo 
of the accused ‘were found guilty aid 
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment and’ six | 
hours’ stocks, while tite - Tian ¥ 
discharged. 
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| Observatory, the Manila Government defraying | He said—In these districts fire hydrants have 
KONG LEGISLATIVE the cost of transmission. Hej also promised to | now been fixed and fire appliances are available 
COUNCIL. send all typhoon warnings, which had hitherto | for use in case of fire, Therefore it seems 
ae not been done, at the request of Father Algué | reasonable that the rates be inoreased ‘b 
A’ meeting of the Hongkong Legislative 
‘Council was held on the Istiinst. in the Council 


—that is to say whether they arise in the neigh- the usual three-quarter per cent. ne 
bourhood of the Philippine Islands or not. With The CoLoNIAL TRHASURER seconded and 


Chamber. ‘ regard to the instruments for forecasting the motion was agreed to. : 
« .- . he following were present :— : storms, the Manila Observatory has two | PUBLIC HEALTH AND BUILDINGS AMENDMENT 
nee ae His ExcrLiency THE | Governor, Srp|seismographs and a chronometer. The seis- ORDINANCE. 


mographs, Father Algue said, were of some The AcTING ATTORNEY GENERAL . moved 
indirect use in the Philippines Wut he had con- | the first reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance 
siderable doubts as to whether they would be of | to amend The Public Health and Buildings 


FREDERICK JOHN DEALTRY #LUGARD 
K.C.M.G.,C.B,, DSO. | , 
H. E, Cononen es R.E. (General 


Officer Commanding). any use to us as we fortunately are not subject to | Ordinance, 1903. ; 
Hon. Mr. F. H. May,| C.M.G., (Colonial earthquakes. It isnot conadarod they are likely The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded and the 
Secretary). : to be of any value, and as they are very costly | motion was ayreed to. ; 
Sir Henry BERKELEY,;K.C., (Acting At- instruments, having to be mounted on stone LIFE INSUBANCE CO’8 ORDINANCE. 
torney-General). a | pillars, we do not propose to adopt them. In The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the- 
Hon. Mr. A. M. THomson (Colonial Trea- regard to the instruments for registration |. first reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance to 
gurer). | the Manila anemograph registers in the office amend The Life Insurance Companies Ordin- 
Hon. Mr. W. Cuatuam, C.M.G., (Director | whoreas ours can only be consulted by going on | ance, 1907. 
of Public Works). ; the roof which is always difficult and The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the 


often impossible. It was moreover damaged | motion was agreed to. . 

during the last typhoon. ‘The Director strongly THE CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE. 
recommends the purchase of a pressure tube The AcTING ATTORNEY-GsN«KKAL moved 
anemograph of the Dines-Baxendall type with a | the first reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance 
recording apparatus mounted’ on the lower floor. to amend The Code of Civil Procedure. 

We propose to purchaso this and the vote The CoLonIaAL SECRETARY seconded, and 
before the Council now is concerning this. As | the motion: was agreed to. 

this is primarily a pressure instrument he is THE EVIDENCE ORDINANCE. 

of the opinion that it may be very valu- The AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the 
able to the Building Authority and the civil | first reading of a Bill entitled An Ordittance to, 
engineers in the colony, since the instrument | amend The Evidence Ordinance, 1899. 
registers the wind prassure momentarily, the The CoLoniaL ‘SECRETARY seconded and the 
pressure of each gust of wind, and is of course motion was agreed to. | 

of more value for gauging the resistance of any WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY ORDINANCE. 
building than our Beckley which only registers The ActiNc ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved 
the average velocity of the wind. These | the first reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance 
pressure tube instruments are adopted by many to amend The Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance, 
of the British observatories. The cost is 


1903. 
estimated, including some alterations to the The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded and the 
building, at about $1100. It is also said that 


motion was agreed to. 
our instrument could be very greatly improved His}ExceLLeENcy—-Council stands adjourned 
by fitting to its velocity gear a cheap until Thursday next. . 
chronograph in order to measure the wind 
velocity at short intervals by the aid of an 
electric current. We propose to adapt that-to 
our existing instrument. This suggestion 
was made by Mr. Hunt, whois the meterological 
expert jof the Commonwealth Government, and 
has been visiting during the last eight months 
the principal observatories of America, Europe 
and India in order to see their instruments and, 
if possible, to see whether the instruments in 
Australia could in any way be improved. He 
spent a day in Hongkong at the ond of January 
and Mr. Figge was able to obtain valuable in- 
formation of exactly the nature we were seeking. 
The Manila Observatory has a Spring-Fuers 
barograph which registers mechanically instead 
of photographically as ours does. It is of 
advantage as the mechanical register records 
are immediately available. Mr. Figg tells me 
it would be a convenience but would add 
nothing to our ability to forecast storms and 
since it costs about $2,000 it is not proposed td 
adoptit. On the main principle of forecasting 
typhoons am glad to say that Mr. Figge finds 
himself in complete agreement with Father 
-lgue that “the chief reliance for the early 
prediction of storms must be placed on observa- 
tions of barometer, wind and weather telegraph- 
ed promptly from surrounding areas.” Manila 
Observatory has a barocyclometer, but Fathe 
Algue did not recommend it. He said he 
possessed one but did not consult it frequently, 
He considered it useful for isolated observers bu 
not for pbservatories connected witb al 


Hon. Mr. E. A. [zvina (Registrar-General). 
Hon. Mr. F. J. Bape ry, (Capt. Superinten- 
dent of Police). 7 j 
Hon. Dr. Ho Kar, M.B.{C.M.G. 
Hon. Mr. WEI Yux, C.M.G. 
Hon. Mr. H. E. Poutock, K.C. 
Hon. Mr, E. A. HEWErTT. 
Hon. Mr. H. A. W. Stabe. 
Mr. A. G. M. FLercuer (Clerk of Councils). 
; MINUTES. 
The minutes of the last|meeting were read 
* and confirmed. 


FINANCIAL 

The COLONIAL SEecrHrary—I have the 
honour to lay on the table Financial Minutes 
Nos. 10, 11 and 12, and th move that they be 

a5 referred to the Finance Committe. 
- The CoLoniaL TRESSgRER seconded. 
THE OBS TORY. 

His ExceLiuency said—Gentlemen, with 
regard to Financial Minutp No. 12, you will see 
that it embodies a resolution by the Council to 
spend a certain sum for thp Observatory. You 
will recollect that in September last when the 
Estimates -were introduced I promised the 


FINANCE COM NITTEE. 


A meeting of thé ‘Finance Committee was 
then held, the COLONIAL SECRET RY presiding. 
The following votes were passed. ws & 

COMPENSATION FOR OPIUM DIVANS. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of eleven thousand six hundred. and 
thirteen dollars (311,613) in aid of the vote, 
MiscoNaneous Services, Compensation to 
Licensees for closure of Opium Divans. 

The CHAIRMAN—This is fer compensation 
to the licencees of twenty-six opium divans 
which have been closed as from the lst March. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER—In connection 
with this is there any intention on the part of 
the Imperial Government to carry out their 
oo resolution for paying compensation for 
oss ? 

The CHAIRMAN—No, those terms do not come 
into operation until fhe beginning of the next 
farm, This is a matter of small compensation. 

The CoLonIAL te ee is the direct 
result of the action “| en by the Home Govern- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN—I don’t think we will 
squabble over an item of $11,000. We are not 
so hard up as all that yet. . = 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai-——It might be noted, how- 
ever. By and bye we shall be presenting our 
bill. 
The CHAIRMAN—That does not come until 
we let the new farm. This obligation will be 
discharged by the Colony. ; 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar+-It would be included as 
part of the loss. | 

The CHAIRMAN—I have tried to explain to 
members that the loss will be calculated as from 
March 1st, 1910, on the letting of the new con- 
tract. eee 

The CoLONIAL TREASUREER—That ‘is the 
difficulty. How is the loss to be calculated? 
You can only tell what the new farm may 
bring. This is a dofnite loss. ; 


Observatory to visit Manila with a view to com- 
paring our instruments wifh theirs and in order 
to get into touch with the Director of the Manila 
Observatory. Since that date I have been able 

_to‘inform the Council that by the courtesy of 


of great value to 
ns, and also that the Admiral commanding the 
Fleet in these waters has promised that men-of- 


February. Every day during his stay he visited 


I A d his entire time 
at his disposal during his residence in the 
Islands. The Manila Observatory, Mr. Figge 


to maintain, and thé = stait consists of 
one director, three ssistant directors, a 
secretary and librarian, and ten native obser- 
vers, calculators, draughtsmen, and mechanics. 
There are some forty|out stations in the 
archipelago connected with headquarters. Some 
of them report three times a day, some twice a 
day, in the ordinary obs¢rvation hours between 
six a.m. and seven p.m. | Father Algué agreed 
that the primary object in view for improving 
the information regarding typhoon warnings is 
that there should be as many stations as possible 
and the creation, if possible, of thore stations 
and the more frequent despatch of observations 


stations. 
The motion was agreed to. 


RESOLUTION UNDER THE RATING 

ORDINANCE. ° 

The CononraL SECaETARY moved the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved: by the Legislative Council that th 

precentage on the valuation of tenements 


payable as rates in the undermentioned places 
be altered from the lst day of July, 1909, as 


from existing stations. {In this connection he| follows :— The CHAIRMAN— res. 
promised to send extra observations from other per cent. per cenf.; Hon. Dr. Ho 1—There is no harm in 
cx, stations 4in the P hilippines whenever the|Tokwawan ... ......From 9 to 2 noting it down. : 
: ¥ station at Aparri should} be interrupted, which] Hok Un... .. ... ... 103 114 The CHAIRMAN—We know it is an actuay . . 
unfortunately frequently] occurs. He also said} faikoktsuni . ... ... 103 114 | loss, Still it is a very small thing. 
he would: send any information which might}Hunghom ......._ ... , 12, 28 Hon. Mr. Hewrert—Tbe principle is & very 
be useful in the determinption of the position of} Tsimtsatsui (Kowloon : important one, and the loss before we are 
typhoon centres. Mr. Figge, on his part, pro-| Point... .. 2. «.. » . 12 , 18 finished will be very serious. I think. the ~ 


mised to send extra observations from here yeas my, oh: Colonial Treasurer ig quite right in raising tho 
whenever they might be required by the Manila Monkoktsui... ., .. » 124 5 15 question at this time. ,There ought to be a 


aa 


ne J 


: estimate of the cost 


preliminary protest as the action has been 
forced upon us by thé Imperial Parliament 
against our wish and welbeliove to the detriment 
of the Colony at largé.’ 

The CHainmMan—The question will come up 
when we let the new fa We will then know 
how much the letting valne has been diminished. 
T have no doubt, as his xcellency has informed 
the Council. we will recbive every consideration 
from the Home Government. It only compli- 
cates mutters to bring pp this small matter, as 
it was understood we would not press a claim of 
this kind. | 

Hon. Mr. HeweTt—We look to the Home 
Government and expegt liberal compensation, 
‘but it does not follow that we will get it unless 
we make a protest at on¢ce. 

The CHAIRMAN—I] think His Majesty's 
Government understand that However, I will 
inform His Beoloney|o what hon. members 


have said. 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 

The Governor reconjmended the Council to 
vote a sum of Fifty Dollars ($50) in aid of the 
vote, Medical Department, 4 .—Staff, Other 
Charges, Health Officer of Port, Boat's Crew 
and Messenger. 

OBSERVATORY VOTE, 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vofé a sum of nine hundred and fifty dollars 
(3950) in aid of the vote, Observatory, Laboratory 
Expenses for purchase of Anemograph and 
Chronograph. 2 ; 


| ‘ 
SANITARY BOARD, 


A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held 
on Mor. 30th at the Board Room. Mr. R. O. 
Hutcheson presided, dnd there were present 
Hon. Mr. W. Chatham, .M.G., (Vice President), 
Colonel Bedford, Hon. Mr. Irving, Mr. A. 
Shelton Hooper, Dr. @. H. L. Fitzwilliams, 
Mr. Lau Chu Pak, Me Ho Kom Tong, Dr. F. 
Clark (Medical Officer lof Health), Dr. Pearse 
and Dr. A. Gibson (Se etary). 

EXHUMATION OF BODIES, 

On the reading of the minutes of last meeting, 

Mr. Lav Cuu Pax |said that although he 
was not in order he craved the indulgence of the 
Board as the matter was| one of great urgency, 
He would like to ask what steps the Government 
had taken with regard to the issuing of permits 
for the exhumation of bodies. Some Chinese 
had written him on the matter pointing out that 
as the Chinese festival lwus approaching when 
they wished to exhumb the remains of their 
relatives and send them to the mainland it was 
important that they should be able to secure 
permits for exhumation. 

The PrRsipENT 
importance of the but he regret- 
ted that up to the! present he had no 
information except tha letter read from the 
Government. Ho undérstood that as soon as 
the law was passed, powers would be given to 
certain persons to grant permits. Until that 
law is passed no exhumation permits can be 


realised the 


2 


issued. 

Mr. Hooper—I assume no exhumations are 
going on? 

The PREsIDENT—Nane. 


. THE NEW] MEMBER. 

The PRESIDENT extehded a welcome to the 
new member, Mr. Ho Klom Tong, who took his 
seat at the Hoard for the first time. He ro- 
gretted that the paper cuncing his appoint- 
ment had arrived too latp for circulation. They 
were pleased to see him 

Mr. Ho Kom Tone|bowed his acknowledg- 
ments. 
PROPOSED SLAUGHTER |HOUSE AT SHAUKIWAN, 

The reply from the Government was as 
follows: Sir,—Referri to your letter of the 
9th instant I am dirbcted to state that an 
1 @ slanghter house at 
Shaukiwan has been called for with a view to 
the further consideration of the project in 
connection with the| estimates for 1910. 

ANT AX. 

A minute by the Colopial Veterinary Sur; eon 
was/read in which ho reported a case of anthrax 
at Kennedy town on|the 24th March. The 
animal came with en others from Pakhoi 
and those had been pladed under observation. 

MORTALITY | 8TATISTICS, 

The mortality statistics for the month ended 

27th February gave a death rate of 162 per 


- ; 
CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


1,000 per annum for the whole Colony, 
17:2 inclusive of the army and navy. 


RATS IN EUROPEAN HOUSES. 
Correspondence relative to rats in Enropdan 
houses in Tsimshatsui was submitted. 
Dr. Macfarlane, Assistant Medical Offiger 
of Health reported a in consequence ‘of 
numerous complaints, re rats in Europdan 
houses, he appointed Inspector Brown to 
visit every one and enquire whether ; (1) if 
they had rats or not; (2) if they wished 


nd | 
onerous duties m 


not only to members and European inquirers 


279 


that Mr. Woodcock invariably discharged his 
t assiduously and conscien- 
tiously. My colleagues on the Sanitary Com- 

: mission will no doubt conour with me in sayin 
: this. In all matters connected with the previous 
: Board he had always been polite and considerate 


: for information who came up to the office, but 


. also to the lowest Chi 


nese coolie to whom, when 


: applied to, he always took the trouble to explain 


traps, bird lime boards, rat poison, or all thres. - 


This took two days to do owing largely to the 
tenants in many cases keeping the inspector 
waiting 15 to30 minutes, a rather inconsiderate 
proceeding. The result of these inquiries is 
shown in attached sheet. On the following day 
alltraps, asked for were supplied by Tuspectars 
McKenzie, Hynesand Brown: sixty-one traps, 137 
bird lime boards, and 62 pieces of rat poison. In ad- 


dition there are 35 houses rented by the Military members ay we : consid 
Authorities in Austin Avenue, Salisbury Avenue, | W8* one of the most co 
Major Macdonald, working officials in the 


East Terrace ete. To these 
R.A.M.C., kindly agreed to issue traps etc. and 
35 traps, 35 bird lime boards 
poison were issued for this purpose. Therefore 
there are now in the European quarter 96 traps, 


. . loqe 
172 bird lime boards, 360 pieces of rat poison | difficult question, I nae haa 
issued by the Sanitary Department in 126 : 


European houses, the remainder refusing to have 
them, or for other causes not wanting any. As 
the matter is of some importance, it might call 
attention to the seriousness of allowing rates 
in houses if the matter were circulated to the 
Board: 

Mr. Hooper, referring to the statement that 
certain European householders had objeeted ‘to 
allow rat traps or rat poison to be placed ‘in 
their houses. said he thought if the matter Wis 
properly brought to their notice, they would 
not object. He would not say that inspectars 
had a right to go into these houses and place 
them where they liked, but he thought a cir- 
cular letter emanating from the Board might. 
be distributed to each of the houses where 
it had been refused, pointing out the 
serious responsibility they were incurring 
by refusing to receive rat poison or traps. 
More particularly should it be pointed out 
that up till now out of 19 cases of plague 18 
had been on the other side of the water. It was 
only that day that there had been one on this 
side. Although the majority of the cases which 
had occurred had been in Kowloon city, other 
cases had been found in Tsim Tsa Tsui, rightlin 
the locality where these complaints were made, 
He did not think it was! necessary to movd a 
motion, but he thought if it were known that the 
circulars emanated from the Board rather than 
the Department it would indicate to the people 
that the matter had been discussed by their re- 
presentatives and that it was their wish that 
this work should be carried out. 


THE SECRETARYSHIP OF 
SANITARY BOARD. 


{ 

The following letter was read from the 
Colonial Secretary,—Sir., I am directed ito 
inform you that, in view of the present 
constitution of the Sanitary Department, it: is 
considered that the duties of the Secretary to 
the Sanitary Board are no longer so respousiba 
or arduous as they were when there was no 
Separa's Head of the Departmant. (2) An 
opportunity offers to transfer Mr. G. A. 
Woodcock, the present Secretary. elsewhere and 
it is accordingly proposed to reduce the salary 
attached to the appointment from its present 
figure to a rate of £369, rising by triennial 
increments of £30 to £420 per annum, (3) The 
post will be offered, subject to the approval 
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 'to 
Mr. C. F. W. Bowen Rowlands. (4) It is further 
proposed to abolish the post of principal clerkias 
it is not considered that such an officer is 


THE 


necessary when the Head of the Departmént 
devotes the whole of his time to the 
Department. I am _ to’ request you to lay 


this letter before the Board, 

Mr. Hoorer—This is a very 
change and should be fully discussed. 

Mr. Lav Cav Pax—Even if members wish 
to retain Mr. Woodcock's services I do not 
suppose it can be done. All who know him, I 
am sure, sincerely regret that he is to be taken 
away from the Sanitary Board. Ever since; he 
was appointed secretary as the oldest Qn- 
official member I can say without ‘hesitation 


important 


= ae 


{ 


i 
t 
i 
| 


| 


‘ permission might 


| 
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fully in Chinese what the law actually 
required. Iam very sorry that his much ap- 
preciated services areno longer available to the 
present Board as, with a secretary sympathetic. 
and knowing the Chinese and their language 
well as Mr. Woodcock does, much friction in 


carrying out sanitary |measures would be 


- obviated. 


Mr. Hoorer—I woul 


just like to add on 
behalf of some of the 


European unofficial’ 
red Mr. Woodcock 
cientious and hard. 
overnment of Hong- 


aa Having $gaid that I move further 
svar consideration should be «deferred till a con- 
SHG OO) Dees OE ea ting to be hell afterwards. . 


The PrestpENtT—As| this is rather 2 


This was agreed to. 


. | { 
LAND FOR mae CEMETERIES, 


The report.of the committee appointed by 
the Sanitary Board to consider the general 
advisability of disposing df land to be used as 
private cemeteries|was as follows: 

All cemeteries in the colony, whether leased or 
otherwise are subject to the regulations made by 
the Board for theinsanitary maintenance and an 
increase in the number of detached and isolated 
cemeteries would therefore necessitate a larger 


at 


staff of officers for, their supervision.. For this - 


reason we consider it inadvisable to approve of 


land being disposed of by- the Government 
for isolated and {detached cemeteries except 

under special circumstances. for denominations ° 
or classes of the|community not at present 

provided for. If, however, any Chinese 

in affluent circumstances wishes to have 

4 Space reserved|as a private graveyard, 

© given for an area to be so 

reserved, and railed off either in an existing 

Chinese cemetery lor on land adjoining such ° 
cemetery; the charge to be made for such 

special reservation| to be calculated at the same 

rate as grave spaces in Class D of the Chinese 

oe namely \ at the rate of 82 per square 

oot. : 

The report was ‘signed ‘by the Acting Head 
of the Department, the Director of Public 
Works and Mr. Hooper, 

Hon. Mr. Hewerr rhinuted—I agree with 
the Committee's report. 

The report was oes 


NOTICE OF MOTION. 
Mr Hooper gave notice of his intention to 
move at the next meoting the following resolu- 
tion: That as the new cemetery byelaws 
prohibit the burning of joss sticks and firing of . 
crackers in the Colonial Cemetery, it is desirable 
that the Governmgnt should select a new site 
for and authorise § cemetery for the interment~ 
of the bodies of persons of the Buddhist faith 
where it may be lawful for the practice of- such 
rites and ceremonids. < : 
PLAGUE IN KOWLOON CITY. 

The PRESIDEN} remarked that there was 
one other matter. |Mr. Hooper had asked at the 
lust meeting what |steps could be taken with & 
view to preventing the further spread of plague 
at Kowloon City. He consulted the 
Medical Officer of Health and 
Medical Officer off Health, and it was thought 
that the only feasible plan was a general clean- 
sing in the city, by which it was hoped they 
would be able to dq something to mitigate the 
spread of the dise: 
’ Mr. HoopER— 


e. : 4 
re you doing that there ? 
— Yes, 


Mr. Hooper—I think it is a matter of 


sufficient urgency tor the Government to de it, 
The PRESIDENT—I think it will practically 
come to that. sod fs 
Mr. Lav Cay Pax—Don't they do it, 
generally ? 


The PRESIDENT—K owloon 


city has neve 
had a general cles using: atall, * 7 Me 


We -are -issnitig - 


the Assistant . 


SUPREME COURT. 
—_>_— 
Wednesday, March 31st. 


In Ogiginat J URIGDICTION. 


i 
Brrors His Honour Sir FRANCIS Priaeotr 
(CureF JUSTICE). 


ROBINSON PIANO CO. V. MADAME FLINT. 

Argument was heard in the action brought by 
the Robinson, Piano Company against Madame 
Flint, milliner and dressmaker of 17a Queen's 
Road Central, on the point of law as to whether 
certain letters constituted ani agreement. The 
statement of claim was to the effect that by an 
agreement which was contained in correspondence 
which passed between the parties the plaintiff 
‘agreed to let to the defendant and the defen- 
dant agreed to take from the plaintiffs 
the eastern portion of thel store at 10 Des 
Voeux Road Central for four years and two 
months, commencing ist. Fpbruary 1909, at a 
rent of $350 per month. The defendant had 
refused to carry ont the agreement. 

The defence denied the| existence of any 


agreement to.take the shop! and further that | 


there were other conditions to the intended 
agreement besides those expressed in the letters 
and the matter was only in a state of negotiation. 

The Hon Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C., instructed 
by Mr Hett, of Messrs tton and Hott 
appeared for the plaintiffs, and Sir Henry 
Berkeley, K.C., instructed by Mr Steavenson, 
from the office of Messrs Deacon, Looker and 
Deacon, appeared for the defendants. 

Mr. Pollock, after reading the statement of 
claim, referred to the special ¢ase. He quoted a 
letter written by defendantto Mr. W. V. Robinson 


’ on 29th December last in which she stated that 


she was willing to take a lease ‘of the premises 
for three years with option extend the same 
for another year if she found it convenient 
at a rental of $350 a month inclusive of 
taxes, the term to commence on Ist Februéry, 
1909. Shoe also wrote that plaintiff would 
have to give an undertaking that the noise by 
his gramophones would have to* be discon- 
tinued as it would be an oyance to her in 
her business. His Lordship would see from 
that letter that there was an Agreement to take 
the eastern portion of the premises. Plaintiff 
replied on the 30th December in which he wrote 
that he could not lease the premises for a shorter 
period than four years but he would be willing 
to allow her to sublet. Everything, continued 
Mr. Pollock, showed that |the propcsal was 
agreed to: the'only thing oytstanding was the 
question of width of the premises and the 
question of the term. Counsel, in conclusion, 
said there was a memo um signed by the 
defendant agreeing to take the eastern portion. 

His Lordship—Is it an|action for specific 
damages ? 

Mr. Pollock—Yes, my Lord. 

His Lordship—I am a little puzzled about this 
specific agreement. It seems:to me itis a case 
where damages would meetiit because you have 
the premises and of coursp can let them. I 
think the general principle of specific perfor- 
mance is that if it is a tter which can be 
expressed in damages you must take your 
damages. 

Mr. Pollock—It is for: the| Court to say. 

Sir Henry submitted theré had been no con- 
cluded agreement. At the} most there was a 
treaty from which the parties could withdraw. 
Before proceeding he wished to take the preli- 
minary objection that the plaintiffs had no right 
to bring the present action. | The plaintiffs were 
the Robinson Piano Company, but the corres- 
-pondence defendant had was with Mr. William 
Vaughan Robinson. If there were an apree- 


pany ; on the former the 
pany couldnot bring an action against the defen- 
dant. In the second case if ho acted as agent the 
plaintiffs could not succeed! unless they alleged 
in the statement of claim that he had the 
authority not only to enter into negotiations 
but also to procure a purchaser and sign a 
binding contract with { purchaser. The 
statement of claim did nof contain any such 
allegations. There was yo binding contract 
on the letters because on the eae 
contract, if any, was mado|with Mr. William 


.Vaughan Robinson. It did not follow that a 
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general manager had the powers which Mr. 
Robinson assumed. It did not follow that he 
could bind his company in this way. 

His Lordship—How can you negotiate with 
aman in a certain capacity and then say he has 
not that capacity P : 

Sir Henry—We are not doing that; we say 
that if there was a contract it was not made with 
the Robinson Piano Company but with Mr. 
Robinson. It isnot a contract which the Court 
can order the specific performance thereof or 
give damages for the breach of the contract. 

His Lordship—You cannot contend that the 
manager could not enter into a lease on behalf 
of the company, It may be that the lease when 
signed will be signed by the seal of the company. 
' Sir Henry—This is an agreement to take a 
ease. 

His Lordship—It is an agreement to take the 
premises, the terms to be embodied in a lease. 

Sir Henry—These letters ar® only negotia- 
tions between the parties for a contract to be 
drawn up. : 

When Sir Henry referred to defendant's re- 
quest for an undertaking \with respect to the 
gramaphones, 

His Lordship remarked—$he expected a good. 
deal if she expected the gramaphones would not 
make a noise (laughter.) ; ; 

Sir Henry—Yes. The whole probability is 
that this would not have been given. 

Counsel proceeded to argue that there was 
no final contract because the draft lease was to 
be prepared by the solicitors, and if there was 
no binding contract there was no breach. 

His Lordship—I don't know how leases are 
to be drawn up if this is not a binding agree- 
ment. Nobody would be bound at all. 

Sir Henry—It is not a contract. 

His Lordship—I am only talking in the 
abstract. 

SirHenry—They have not presented any 
lease to us to sign. . 

: After further argument the hearing was 
adjourned. 

The hearing of argument in this action was 
continued. 

His Lordship, in giving judgment, said ke did 
not think he could accept the suggestion which 
had been made with regard to the terms of the 
letters by defendant. He had to look at.the 
intention of the parties in the series of corres- 
pondence and it was clear to his mind that they 
had agreed after a series of written discussions 
as to what the principal terms were on which the 
lease was going to be taken out. Thencame a 
final remark by defendant that if plaintiffs in- 
structed their solicitors to prepare a draft lease 
Messrs Deacon, Looker and Deacon would ap- 
prove of the same. The question he had to 
settle was: Is this an agreement subject or de- 
pendent upon terms to be approved by the solici- 
tors or does it simply mean that terms have been 
agreed toand that the agreement has to be drafted. 
He thought it was not an-agreement subject 
and dependent upon certain terms which would 
ultimately be approved by solicitors,. but that 
terms had been agreed to by the parties and that 
these were to bé drafted by the solicitors. By 
that he meant that so far as the parties were 
concerned they had settled all they had to say 
and, if there was any question for the solicitors 
to see to, those matters must be settled between 
themselves. He was sorry that the case had 
come into Court because it did not admit of 
any very easy settlement either by way of 
specific performance or damages. The defendant, 
he was perfectly sure, would have been very 
astonished if she had not got the premises 
when she wanted them, but he supposed 
she changed her mind. But the law: did 
not allow persons to change their mind, 
not even the opposite sex. When once the 
offer. was accepted there was an end of the 
matter. Defendant seems to have stood upon 
what she thought were her legal rights and he 
could not blame the plaintiffs for doing the 
same, They had got a very good bargain and 
wanted to stick to it. Therefore he thought 
they were entitled’ to it. How they were to 
have it he did not know, but he had worked out | 
a form of judgment which he thought would 
meet the case. The fact wasithat the case itself 
contained elements of settlement. There were 
the empty premises which might probably be let 
and as soon as they were, there was an end of the 
damages. However, the parties had chosen to 
stand upon their rights, and|therefore he must 
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te them. The' rights were these : First 
the plaintiff must get {his costs. Secondly, 
it was not acase for damages because he did not 

ink the damages could be expressed at present. 

herefore he thought it was a case for spécific 
erformance, but not yet. Specific {perfor- 
nance could only be when the conditions which 
bk to be fulfilled by plaintiffs themselves’ had 
en fulfilled. That was really carrying out the 
term of the contract. Those conditions might be 
yery small but that is neither here nor théte. 
There were certain things to be done plain.’ - 
fiffs and when those were done the plaintiffs 
could have specific performance. Of course — 
there could be no judgment finally drawn up © 
tntil then. Both parties could look about for a 
tenant and he was sure that each would help 
the other and directly there was a tenant the 
whole matter would come to an end. Sak 
: Mr. Pollock said there were two little points 
to be mentioned. First /his clients were to haye 
built the vestibule by the first of February this 
year and then the lease also was to have started 
from that date. Of course there could not be 
specificsperformance from the first of Lilet & 

His Lordship—I doj not see how I can he 
you any further. . 

Mr. Pollock—Will the four years and two 
months mean from the new dateP — : 
~ His Lordship—Oh yes. sf 

Sir Henry—If the {plaintiffs aro not in a 
position to givea lease'for four years and two 
months no order should be made P 

His Lordship—I do not follow that. ‘ 

Sir Henry—I am informed that they are not 
in a position to give usa lease for four years 
and two months, becauge their own lease is not 
long enough. | 

His Lordship—Then it must be reduced. 

Sir Henry—No, not|at all. If they cannot 
give us what we agreed to the contract is at 
an end. . 

His Lordship—But | they could then on 
February first. | 

After further discussion his Lordship pointed 
out that he could not help the reduction to the 
lease because the defendant had broken the 
contract. 

Mr. Pollock suggested that there should be 
damages for the two months dlready expired, but 
his Lordship said he was not disposed to give” 
damages. His Lordship made an order that the 
conditions of the lease should be fulfilled within 
a month, and added that if the parties did not 
c out the terms of the judgment then they 
sould see what would happen. 


Thursday,| April Ist. 


In BANKRUPTCY JURISDICTION. “\ 


BEFORE THH CHIEF JUSTICE (SIE 
FRANCIS |Pracorr.) 


"og. B, ALLANA’S ATFATRS. 

S. E. Allana appeared for his public 
examination. 

Debtor in reply to the Official Receiver, said 
he was the late proprietor of 8. E, Allana and 
Company, drapers, 1a [D’Aguilar Street, which 
business he started in}December 1906 when he 
bought it from S. M. Barchoo for about $15,000. 
It was less than 315,000 and more than $14,000. 
He could not remember the exact amount. It 
was paid in instalments of $400 a month and 
these he paid up till the|time he filed his petition. 
He had no capital when he started except $1,000 
worth of jewellry. Hg had no partners. Hoe 
thought he made a profit in the first year. The 
only books he kept werd a customers’ ledger. He 
did not keep a cash book. es 

By the Court:—Why not?—Because I had 
no partners. fod ; 

Debtor said-he had @ banking account at tho 
Yokohama Specie Bank ‘which he opened in - 
1907. Prior to that he had an account at the 
International Bank which was closed. - On ~ 
November 7th he paid into the Yokohama Bank 
$3,000 which Moosa Vieira asked him to Po 


him. Moosa handed $8,000 to keep for 


+5,000 of which he p 
This account was clo 
Rather an extraordi thing to give you 
$8,000 to keep, wasn’tit ? Was there any agree- . 
ment?—No agreement} _ vo 
Were you to keep it as long as you pleased? 
—No, until he wanted |it, ae 

Did you pay it back fo himP—Yes, * 


din the Dutch Bank. 


Apel 3,1909.] > 


Tn the month following 
the Yokohama Specie 


nk P—I drew it from 
the Dutch Bank and paid it into the Yokohama 
Specie Bank. i 


Debtor orplaited with regard to another 
cheque that he had bought a draft for £500 at 
the instance.of Moosa in order to make a little 
on the exchange. Moosa, had no interest in the 
business, but he sold goods to debtor.on com- 
mission. Debtor thought he made more than 
$2,000 in the first year. . d 
What were your personal expenses P-—During 
the first year my pocket expenses were $100 a 
month. 

You kept no account P+-No. 

It might have been $1,000 for all you know P 
—No, not so much. | 

Debtor, asked why he drew out cheques to 
bearer, said that sometimes they were for other 
people and sometimes for his pocket expenses. 
Some of the cheques paid to Moosa were after 
the bankruptoy and those had been paid to the 
Official Receiver. 


. Can you make ont any statement as to what 
you have been spending dn yourself during the 
two years P—This year I spent nrore money 
because after November 1907 I started drinking 
and I did not, know how many dollars I spent. 

You have been spending a lot of money P—I 
don’t know. Before I never drank. After 
November I was always thinking about my 
cargoes. 

You know 
able sums, in drinking and other things P—At 
morning time I was very'sorry but at night time 
I did not know how many:dollars I was spending, 

Where did you get the' money from ?—Selling 
the cargo in the shop in business. 

Have you been in the habit of frequenting 
disorderly houses ?— Yes. 

You spent a lot of money there >—Yes. 

Have you any family dependent upon you ?— 


ou paid $6,000 into 


0. 

Mr. Scott Harston, who appeared for Messrs. 
J. D. Hutcheson and Company, questioned thre 
I debtor. ' 

When did you first know you were insolvent ? 
—At the last moment when every creditor 
wished to take money. 

Do you recollect having an interview with Mr. 
Pearce of Messrs. J. D. Hutchison and Company 
in October last when you assured him you were 

“solvent P—No. 

Do you deny that you had the interview and 
that you said that P—I told him nothing. 

If Mr. Pearce says you said you were solvent 
“and it was in consequence of that statement he 
allowed ‘you to have $3,000 worth of goods, he is 
not speaking the truth t+-He came to my shop 
and asked me to give him an order and I gave 
him an order. 

He never inquired, although your case was 
reported in the papers, into your solvency ?—The 
case was published in the newspapers and he 
asked me if I was going into bankruptey and I 
said no. : 

You say yon had no such conversation. I put 
it to you that you made a deliberate false state- 
ment to obtain $3,000 worth of goods?—I deny it. 

You sold this business of yours before the 
bankruptcy ? ~Yes. 

You were not then really the owner. 
had not paid for it ?— Yes, I was the owner. 

Had you paid for it P-No. 

You know as a matter of fact that the pro- 
missory notes you had given for this business 
were held by the National Bank of China ?— 
Yes, r 


Hypothecated to them for the purpose of 

“ financing Moosa E. Vieira who were supplying 
you with goods P—I gave the promissory notes 
to Moosa B. Vieria who hypothecated to the Bank. 
And that the Bank was financing Mossa B. 
Viera?—I did not know that. Ho was helping 


You 


me, . 
‘ ‘You knew he had hypothecated the goods ? 
Yes. | 
‘Don’t you think that before transferring this 
business you should have communicated with 
the bank? —I thought a pood price was offered 
for the business and I gojd it. 
{. With regard to this money which you say 
‘Moosa E. Vieita gave you to keep forhim. You 
knew he was in difficulties at that time P—Yes. 
You knew that shortly afterwards he went 
bankrupt ?— Yes. ; 


you have been spending consider. - 


CHINA OVERLAND. TRADE REPORT. 
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Why didn’t you inform the Official Receiver 
about this money P—He was not bankrupt when 
he gave me the money. sy 

He was bankrupt before you delivered up the 
money P— Yas, ! 

You knew he was bankrupt and you took no 
steps to give up the money ?- He told me to 
keep it for him. 

Do you call that honest ?—He told me to keap 
it aside. 

Do you call that honest on 
can't say, ; 

I suggest to you that the whole of these 
drawings of yours and this complication with 
Moosa E. Vieira was a system of juggleryP—No, 
it was not. : ; 
+ Why didn’t you draw the cheques in an honest 
way with the man’s name on them ?—Well he 
asked me to give him cash. 

You have not kept proper books of account P-— 


Only a ledger. 
You have been guilty of extravagance in 
living P—I did not know it at that time, 

The public examination was closed. 


so 


SAILORS’ AND SOLDIERS’ HOME. 


your part P—I 


RENOVATION SCHEME. 


We have pleasure in complying with a 
request to give publicity to the following appeal 
for funds towards the renovation of the Sailors 
and Soldiers’ Home :— 

In placing this appeal before the public of 
Hongkong we would point out that the Home 
in Arsenal Street has for eight years filled.a 
great need in the life of the Colony, It is 
difficult to realise the full blessing its attrac. 
tions and influence have been to our sailors 
and soldiers. Moen of all creeds have been 
welcome to its advantages, and by their abund- 
ant patronage have shown their appreciation 
thereof. It perhaps will surprise some to 
learn that during the past year more than 
12,000 men have slept in the comfortable, clean 
beds of the Home. When it was opened it was 
the only place of its kind where sailors and 
soldiers could sleep for a night. Not only has 
the Home provided for the temporal welfare of 
the men, but also it has been a centre of 
vigorous activity in temperance and religious 
work. 

If this worthy Institution is to continue its 
past successful work it is absolutely necessary 
that the interior and fittings should be thoroughly 
renovated ; that the sanitary arrangements 
should be brought up to date, that the roug 
walls should be plastered, electric light installed 
and in other ways so to improve the interior 
to ensure its being an attractive Home. 

For this purpose a sum of $10,000 is urgen 
required, a portion of which amount, it is nope 
will be obtained from England.’ During tHe 
eight years of the Home's existence no apped' 
has been previously made to the public of Hong- 
kong, and it is therefore with confidence we 
earnestly solicit the generous help of those who 
have at heart the highest welfare of our sailors 
and soldiers. Inspection of the Home by those 
interested in its work is cofdially invited, 

Donations should be sent to—The Rey. 
J. A. A. Baker, 2 Morrison Hill, or 
Captain F, A. Brown, The Hongkong 
Kowloon Godown Co., Kowloon. < 


A CALLOUS CHINESE BO .T.AN. 


d 


An unusual case came before Mr. F. Hazel 
at the Magistracy on Mar. 30, aChinese boatm 
being charged by Inspector Langley with faili 
to observe No. 7 of the Harbour Regulations 
which| requires a boatman or other person 
render every assistance possible to a drownin: 
person. It appears that on Sunday aftornoch 
a boat capsized in Hunghom Bay and the occu- 
pants iwere left struggling for their lives in the 
water; teveral boats in the vicinity render 
assistance, and rescued a number of the 


d 


struggling seamen. Defendant's oraft was i 


the vicinity at the time ofj the capsize, and, h: 
he taken prompt measures, he might have saved 
the life of a man who was drowned. But he 
did not attempt to lend ‘a helping hand, no 
withstanding the fact that some Europeans an 
the foreshore offered him a reward of $30 to 
rescue the drowning man.| The hearing of the 
case was adjourned. s 


THE POST ‘OFFICE PROSECUTION. - 


William Nattall, bn wemanid: again appeared - 
before Mr, J. H.|Kemp at the Magbtraoy 
on Mar. 30 on charges of 
stamps from nine parcels, Bo AS . 

Mr. FB, L. opley, Crown Solicitor, pro-- 
seouted, and Mr. P| W. Goldring (of Messrs, 
Goldring, Barlow and Morrell) appeared for 
the defendant. 

Mr. C. Mel. Messer, Postmaster-General, 
deposed to going into the Registration Office. 
on Friday, March|19th, after tiffin. Mr. 
Martin was absent ‘at the time. He then - 
noticed that Mr Britto and a coolie were, 
opening a London parcel box. Parcels 
were placed in the parcel room, but, after being 
packed, nailed and - ealed, were placed in the 
back of the registration room. Witness re- 


turned with Mr. Martin later to look at the” - 


box mentioned, and shown one parcel with. 
an embossed ten cent stamp on it, but no postage 
stamp and no postmark. After seeing this 
parcel Mr. Messer ordered the rest of the parcels 
to be taken out of the box and examined. 
Three were found | deficient in postage, and 
all bore signs of| having had stamps on 
them. Witness then ascertained that the 
defendant had received these particular 


parcels. He summoned Mr. Nattall before him, " 


found that he had nat entered certain insurance 
rates, and informed him that the deficiency had 
tobe made up. Hojdid not see defendant put» 
the stamps on, but subsequently saw the box 
repacked and saw that the stamps were on. After: 
seeing the box stamped witness wrote a memo 
calling for an explanation,-and received & reply. 
from defendant. On lreceipt of this he suspunded 
him. After he hadileft a report was made. by 
Mr. Martin, and ' witness afterwards found 
that four London parcels were deficient 
in postage. Inan examination of the Australi 
box he found other'parcels deficient in stam 

As far as witness knew the work done by the 
other clerks on that. day was correctly done. If. 
a clerk picked up a stamp ‘on the floor of the: - 
Post Office he ought certainly to hand it over to 
Mr. Martin, orin his absence to the next senior 
man, ! ; 

Cross-examined— Witness did not have ail the 
boxes opened on the 19th instant, Those boxes - 
which were packed he did not have opened. 

In reply to his Worship witness stated that 
deficiencies in postage occurred very seldom. 

Detective-Sergeant James Watt deposed to 
visiting the Post | Office on the afternoo 
of March 19th. Hoe observed that the stamp 
on one parcel he} examined had a damp, 
oily, dirty, second) hand appearance. From 
the Post Office he went to St. Francis 
Yard with Inspector Sullivan# and Mr. 
Martin and saw defendant on the street. He 
‘told him he was arresting him on suspicion 
‘of removing stamps from the General Post, 
Office, and cautioned him. Afterwards he 
asked permission to, search defendant's _boxes.. 
Defendant consented, and later when witness 
attempted to search his person, defendant 
pulled certain stamps out of his pocket 
and handed them to him.. He said at the 
time: that he had picked them up ‘on the floor of 
the parcel office, and that he could explain to - 
Mr. Messer. Witness took ‘defendant to the 
Police Station wherg he was charged and made 
the following statement: “I did not remove the 
stamps off the parcels, but picked them up from 
the floor of the Post Office after the mail 
(English parcel mail) had been packed. 

This closed the case for the prosecution. 

‘Mr. Goldring submitted that the prosecution 
had not made ont & case, the evidence 
in support of their case being entirely incon- 
clusive. It was cléar from deféndant’s books, 
which were before his Worship, that the de-— 
fendant had been working hard on that day, and 
the evidence adduced by the prosecution only 
showed carelessness = a OY 

His Worship considered there was a case to 
meet, and Mr. Goldring decided to put the 
defendant in the box. : ; 

William Nattall bore testimony to the effect 
that he did not jon the 19th instant, or 


any other date, remove stamps from . any’ . 


parcels. Most of 
his possession when 
from the floor of] the parcel ‘office. Other - 
two he bought from a ahroff. Witneas ngticed : 


the stamps he had .in 


udulently removing — 7 


arrested he picked ‘np 


\ 
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nothing- wrong with the 


THE HONGKONG WEEER'LY PRESS. AND 


arcels until called , with the number of stamps lost. In. conclusion 
before Mr. Messer. Mr. Goldring pointed out that the whole of 
Cross-examined—The mail on March 19th 


the defendant's career would be ruined by 

was not heavier than any other English mail.!a conviction. It was sit ply a case of 
Witness was not very busy/in the Post Office ; suspicion, and he asked that the defendant 
except dn the day of closing of the English | should receive the benefit of every doubt and be 
parcel mail, Sometimes he chopped stamps | discharged. 

after giving a receipt, but sémetimes he did not His Worship said the defénce had been put 
do so until the mail was closing. Usually he | as well as it could have beenj but the defendant 
chopped stamps after giving receipts. - On | would be convicted and sentenced to six months’ 
the parcel (produced) there was a stamp, | hard labour. 

but there was no sign of a chop having been on | Mr. Goldring—W ould your Worship consider 
the stamp. The two stamps witness bought he | the First Offenders Act ? 

paid for. He bought them at the end of last | His Worship—I can't, ; ; 
month. The backs wero probably dirtied | Mr. Goldring—I think you can, in considera- | quarters being provided for the officers and their 
through being in his waistcoat pocket. He | tion of his youth and the circumstances. friends and for the married soldiers, their wives 
was not a stamp collector, but many of the; Mr. Bowley—In view of 'the serious nature-| and families. Seeing that it was the regimental. 

. employees in the Post Office bought stamps to | of the offence, and the importance of pro- | sports, howeyer. it was scarcely fair to Tommy 
keep. The clean dollar stamp and the fifty | tecting the Post Office, I cannot consent | atkins to give him aback seat on the distant 
cents stamp which witness picked up he held | to your Worship adopting the suggestion of | hillside. A more advantageous position should. 
because he did not know what to do with them. | my friend and releasing the defendant on prob- | have been found for the men of the Buffs nearer 
* Defendant was a fourth rate clerk and received | ation. But in view of his ‘youth and history, | to the sports arena. On all sides of the ~ 
864. month. When arrésted he had $3—S4 | and seeing that he is a Hongkong boy whose | gronng the hillside was crowned with men, the. 
in silver in his pocket. He did not usually spend | parents are well known here, I think your Wor- | gaudy turbans jof the Indian soldiery. blending 
all his money by the 19th of the month. When | ship might be lenient and give a less sentence | with the uniforms of different regiments. There 
told to make up the deficiency in stamps he got | than the maximumi penalty.’ was 8 large sports programme, notwithstanding: 
the stamps from a Post Office Shroff. He did Mr. Goldring—It seems to me that this is] the fact that many of the events had. been decid- 
not pay him at the time! because he had no | one of the very cases for which that, Ordinance | ed on previous days, and most of the competi. 
Hongkong money. The amount had not been | was passed. J cannot appeal to your Worship | tions brought forth @ large number of com- 

- paid since. ; too strongly as to how a conviction will! petitors. ‘he committee managing the sports , 
Re-examined— Witness had not seen any | affect his parents and the defendant. did their work well, giving every satisfaction to 
regulations posted up informing employees | His Worship—I see that myself. competitors and carrying through ths large pro- 
Mr. Goldring—If released he will be under gramme to time. The running eveuts proved. 


BUFFS REGIMENTAL SPORTS.. 


| On Wednesday aftertoon the second battalion . 
‘of the Buffs held their regimental sports .on the . 
iground of the Kowloon|Cricket Club, which-was. 
‘kindly placed at their disposal for the. day, the. 
_A.A.A. track being used for the running eventa. 
: The band of the regiment, under the baton .ofs 
'Bandmaster Hewitt, [played an appropriate 
selection of music during the afternoon, Thore. 
| was an exceptionally large attendance, special . 


i 
! 
i 
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what to do with stamps they picked up. 
Detective—Sergeant Watt, recalled, stated | the eye of the police, and I 'think he has keen | interesting, but Lance-Corporal Andrews, the 
the money in defendant's possession appeared to sufficiently punished. I submit this is one of } local deerfvot, was again to the fore, and easily 
be Hongkong dollars and half dollars. the cases which the Ordinance I mentioned | won most of the races for which heentered. The. 
After the hearing of further evidence the case ' meets, | final tug-of-war saw H. Co. victorious after a. 
was adjourned. ‘ His Worship—The smallest sentence I can | short pull, and then two Indian teams were, 


impose is three months’ hard labour. | allowed to try their skill, and it is safe to say 


The hearing of the charge against William 
Nuttall, an ex-Post Office employee, of fraudu- 
lently removing stamps from parcels in the Post 
Office, was continued befor¢ Mr. J. H. Kemp at 
the 'Magistracy on the 1st inst. 

Mr. F, B. L. Bowley, Crown Solicitor, pro- 
secuted, and Mr. P. W. Goldring appeared for 
the defendant. 

The Father of the defendant was called, 
and spoke to defendant being well be- 
haved. He always gave his wages to his 
mother, only keeping overtime which he 
occasionally earned. Witness was not aware 
that his son borrowed money 
’ money lenders. i f 
Mrs. Nuttall, mother of; the defendant, told ' 


_he gave her some twenty 
florins. To 
This concluded the evidence for the defence. 
My. J. C. Castello was recalled on the appli- 
cation of Mr. Bowley. He stated that the 
defendant signed one of! the two promissory 
notes he made as security for witness. Defen- 
dant was not told by witnegs to sign the second 
promissory note. ' ‘ 
Mr. Goldring submitted! that the prosecution 
had not disclosed any case against the defendant 
.on theevidence. On the evidence of Mr. Martin 
and Vr, Messer he submitted that the case was 
in defendant's favour. Why should the defendant 
if he was guilty have aie the whole of 


cent I pieces and two 


the stamps from any par If he was under a 
cloud why should he have /returned to the Post 
Office after tiffin, and why should be have 
allowed himself to be so: easily found by the, 
police. One of the exhibits pat in showed that’ 
defendant was nothing more then a foolish and 
careless boy. It was verfastiy clear that on the 
day: in question the Parcels Branch was 
jn an extremely: congested condition, and 
other people had admittance to that branch 
on that day. Sixty per pent of the clerks in 
in the Post Office were 
was the happy hunting ground of the Portuguese. 
There was a quarrel between Britto and the 
defendant. What was more natural than that 
they should decide to “fixhim”! Mr. Goldring 
did not think too much weight should be given 
to their evidence. Again,a witness whom he had 
to subpoena was a convert to Christianity, 
and should be worthy pf credence, but the 
speaker suggested to his Worship that in some 
cases the Chinese convert) was the least worthy 
of credence of all the Chinese. This man's 
evidence was very contradictory. Jt was clearly 
explained that defendant] was in the habit of 
buying stamps ‘for his father. 


| 


The number of ; Lord Collins, tir Andrew Scoble, and Si 
stamps found on him did|not in any way tally Arthur Wilson. 


t 
erat 


THE HONGKONG PERJURY CASE. 


COMMITTAL ORDER RESCINDED. 


This week's mail brought a report of the 
judgment given by the Judicial Committee in 
the case of the seven Chinamen who appealed 
to the King in Council from an order made by 
the Chief Justice of Hongkong (Sir Francis 


| that it is long since such a pull was seen in the 
| Colony. 


The teams were C. Co. of the 
H.K.8S.B.R.G.A. and’ No. 2 Co., the former 
being Mahommedans and the latter Sikhs. C. 
Co. won after a pull of eight minutes, by which. 
time a number of the men on each side fell to 


the ground exhausted, and had to be resuscitated 


by their comrades. 


INTERPORT SPORT. 
We understand that the Swatow sportsmen 


rc 


aden ee ce ; are practising hard to give the visiting team. 
from Indian |! Piggott), committing them to prison for three | from Hongkong good games at football and 


months for contempt of court and perjury, | cricket and -possibly also at tennig. Mr.-H. 
contrary to an ordinance of the Colony. They | Donaldson, the captain of the Swatow football. 
the Court that on the day her son was arrested ; were witnesses in a bankruptcy suit, in which | eleven, is in Hongkong at present, and when 

the question at issue was whether one, Wong | seen by our representative as to the prospects 
Ka Chuen, was a partner in the debtor firm or | of the Easter meeting between the interport 


not, 


They gave evidence that he was. The| teams, modestly expressed the opinion that 


jury found that he was not. After the verdict | Swatow would be satisfied if they managed to 
the Chief Justice called the appellants before | secure a draw at football, while they hoped to 
him and addressed them through an interpreter | do well at cricket, especially as the Swatow con- 


in the following terms: 


tingent includes 


e ustralian cricketers : 


“ The witnesses have, to my mind been guilty | who are quite in their element when they are 
of the most flagrant conspiracy to defraud the | in flannels. In fact they are the mainstay of 


alleged partner. 


They have each one been | the team. 


The visitors may also anticipate 


guilty of the most corrupt perjury, and in | some keen rubbers at tennis. The men from 
virtue of the provisions of ‘the law which em- | Hongkong may rely ppon having a good time 
powers me to deal at once with such cases, I ; at the hands of their Swatow hosts. ‘ 


commit each of them to prison for three 
months without hard labour.” : 

That order was subsequently confirmed by 
the Chief Justice himself and Mr. Justice 
Wise sitting in the Supreme Court. The 
appellants, after serving ten days’ imprisonment, 
were released on bail pending this appeal. 

Lord Collins, in giving their lordships’ judg- 


ment, said that while they thought the language | visiting - the Philippines, ‘since 
used by the Chief Justice was sufficiently | 20, 1907, has, 


THE PHILIPPINE POLL TAX. 


TOURISTS TO BE EXEMPT. 


The odious head tax imposed upon tourists 


Febru 
the Cablenews, ie. 


says 


specific to make the appellants aware of the | abolished by Acting Collector McCoy, who on 


charge made against them, they considered the 


March 25th issued an immigration circular 


Chief Justice should before sentencing them |,under the provisions of which the payment of 


ortuguese; in fact it | have given them an opportunity of adducing 


reasons against summary measures being taken 


that tax levied upop all aliens entering the 
Philippines will be guaranteed by the vessels 


The giving of such an opportunity was essential | upon which they arrife. 


in cases of committal for; contempt of court! 


which was a criminal offence and a fortiori in | in the Islands in tr 


a case of perjury. Their lordships would advis 


In the future, trayellers or tourists arriving 
it to another foreign port, 
or with the intention of leaving within sixty 


his Majesty to reverse the judgments of the | days after arrival, will not be considered: as. 


Supreme Court and Chief Justice Piggott and | aliens within the me 


to rescind the committal order. There would bé 
no order as to costs. | 

Mr. E. H. Sharp, K.C. ,and Mt 
Macklin (instructed by Messrs. Langlois and 
Co.) appeared for the appellants. 


The case was argued before Lord Atkinson, 


(Hongkoe) 
N 


ing of the act of congress 
prescribing the tax and will be exempt from the 
actual payment of the same, upon the steamship 
agents filling suitable bond to guarantee: such 
payment in cases where tl.c tourist. oversta 

the limit of sixty days. ‘Lhe privileges of ‘the 
new circular are to extend to all travellers hold« 
iug return trip tickets with stop-over privileges, 
who depart from the Islands within sixty days. 
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COMPANY. |REPORTS. 


SHANGHAI GAS COMPANY LIMITED. 


The Report for 1908, |(being the 45th, since 
the origin of the Companty,) is as follows :— 

The Report and Statement of Accounts for 
1908, now presented by the Directors, testify to 
the continued prosperity bf the Company. 

The higher cost of ca bonising material, in- 
creased expenses and the jloss which, for the first 
time, was incurred in the Company's Fitting 
business, were fully counterbalanced by the 
increased Sales of Gag, and the Working 
Account for the year shows a profit of Ts. 
ree ee or practically| the same as that for 
1907. 


The net profit for the year, however, amounted 
' to Tis, 219,162.58, a decrbase of TIs. 29,788.92, 

as compared with 1907. |This result was almost 
entirely occasioned by the incurred on cost of 
the recent extensive additions to the Com- 
pany’s Plant, and it is evident that until such 
New-Plant is working td its full capacity, the 
Company cannot expect to reap all the profits to 
be derived therefrom, , 

The Directors have cdnsidered it advisable to 
write down considerably|the stocks of materials 


ppriated from Renewals 
ant the sum of T's. 
30,000.000, ; 

The balance at credit of Profit and Loss 
Account, after crediting! the account with Tis. 
6,603.65, carried forward after appropriation of 
i with the Ts. 30,000 
above alluded to, and deducting the amount of 
Interim dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. (Tis, 
84,000), paid on 25th July last, amounts to 
Tis. 171,766.23, of which sam the Directors 
recommend appropriation as follows :-— 

To pay a final dividend far the 


per cent. for the year} Ts. 
5.00 per share... 
To write off for de- 
preciation of Land 
and Buildings .. Tls) 894.13 
To write off for 


Tls. 72,000.0) 


depreciation of 
Manufacturing 
’ and Distributing 
Plant... 0... 246 42 
To write off for , 
depreciation of 
Furniture ... 319.24 


; -— 95.459.79 
To carry forward to newaccount 4,306.43 
ConsuMPTION. — Private consumption in- 
creased 25,999,900 c. ft. or 5.77 per cent. The 
increase in Gas used for Public Lighting hag 
been 658,238 c. ft. 4.17 per cent. : 
Gas ENGINEs.—The number of Gas Engines 
in use is 113, and the ittcrease in Gas used for 
power amounted to 3,127 or 6.21 per cent. 
Coat, &c.—Tons 2829.1.0. more carbonising 
material were used than in 1907 and 36,387,900 
cubic feet more gas were|produced. 
REsrpvaLs.—The she for the Company’s 


.residuals has been satisfactory and; apart from 
coke, of which a largely| increased quantity has 
bean used for manufacturi 
has been considerable i 
products. 

Finance.—FEarly in the year the Directors 
decided to provide the funds necessary for the 
payment of balance of cost of the New Plant, by 
the issue of further a Capital in preferenca 


g purposes, there 
rease in profit in all 


to increasing the Share Capital. To enable this 
to be done if was necessary to consolidate the 
whole of the Debenture Issues of the Company, 
and steps. to effect this) were taken. It was 
-decided to create a new issue of 6 per cent. 
Debentures of not more than Tls. 1,250,000, of 
which, in the meantime Tls. 400,000 should be 
applied to the sae of existing issues, and 
a farther amount, not gxeeeding Ts. 400,000 
should be issued as required. Practically all 
the holders of existing debentures have agreed 
to accept the new debentures in place of those 
now held by them, and of|the residue a consider- 
able portion has already been placed. 
DIBECTORATE.—Mr. P. F, Lavers returned 
to Shanghai in May last,)and resumed his seat 
on the Board, Mr. E. E. (Clark having resigned 
on leaving for England. | Mr. Laves has since 


| 


resigned owing to his absence from Shanghai, 
and the Board invited Mr. A. Hide to fill the 
vacancy. Mr. Hide’s appointment requires con- 
firmation at the Ordinary General Meeting. 
In accordance with the Articles of Association, 
Mr. J. M. Young retires, but being eligible 
offers himself for re-election. 

AupitT.—Mr. H. W. G. Hayter was appoint- 
ed by the Directors to fill the place of Mr. W. 
H. Anderson who left Shanghai. Mr. Hayter 


and Mr, J. E. Bingham offer themselves for 
election as Auditors. 


——= 


THE YANG-TS8ZE INSURANCE ASS0O- 
CIATION, LIMITED. 


- The report for presentation to the nineteenth 
ordinary general meeting of shareholders, dn 
Friday, the 16th ‘ pril. 1909, at 4.30 o'clock p-m., 
precisely is as follows :— 

The Board of Directors have now the pleasure 
to submit to the sharehclders the annual repo} 
and audited statement of accounts and balan 
sheet to the 31st December, 1908. . 

Working Account 1907 and Former Years./— 
This account shows a oredit balance pf 
$284,928.77 against . $128,802.74 on 3st 
December, 1907. The Directors recommend the 
payment of a dividend to shareholders of 20 per 
cent. out of this account, and the transfer of 
$50,000 to the credit of re-insurance fund and 
$10,000 to the credit of building reserve fund. 

Dividend of 20 per cent 
(=312 per share) 
To re-insurancefund... ... {000. 
To building reserve fund... 10,000.00 | 
Balance carried forward ... 80,928.77 | 
$284,928.77 | 
pee aes 

Working Account, 1908.—The net prentia 
earned during 1908, after deducting return 
rremia, r/insurance premia etc., amount ‘to 
$1,131.513.63 against $92,085.14 during 1967, 
and the account shows a balance at credit of 
$743,637.03. The Directors recommend the 
payment of a special dividend of 5 per cent—$3 
per share, to be paid out of the interest earned, 
which will absorb $36,000 and to carry forward 
the balance of $707,637.03. 

The dividends will paid in Taels at 
exchange 73, $15 per share at exchange 73> 
Taels 10.95 per share. . 

Reserve Fund.—-This fund remains unchanp- 
ed and stands at $1,000, ; 

Re-ingurance Fund— : fter crediting this fund 
with £50,000 as reco mded above, it will 
amount to $291,405.52. 

Exchange and Investment Fluctuation Alc- 
count.—This account h n increased by 
$114,076.33 and now amounts to $199,234.10. 

Sterling Exchange has heen taken at 2/3-2- (the 
demand rate on 31st December , 1408) and the 
relative value between do and Taels at 73. 

Investments.—The valne, on 31st December 
last, has been taken for, all the Association's 
Investments, 

Directors.— In accordance with the Articles of 
Association. the present, Directors all retire from 
office, but being eligible, offer themselves for 
re-election. 

Auditor.—The accounts have been audited by 
Mr. G. H. Thomson. Messrs. G. H. and N. 


Thomson, chartered accountants, offer them- 
selves for election at thea meeting as auditot 
for the current year. ‘| 
By order of the Board of Directors, 

W. S. JAcKson, | 
Secretary. ! 
Shanghai, 20th March, 1909. 


COMPANY MEETING, 


SHANGHAI AND HONGKEW WHA 
co., LTD. 


The annual meeting of the Shanghai and 
Hongkew Wharf Co., Ld., was held on the 23rd 
inst. at the offices of Messrs. Jardine Matheson 
& Co.; Ld, Shaughai. Mr. David Landale 
(Chairman of the Board of Directors) presided, 
and there were present Messrs. A. McLeod, 
C. W. Wrightson, H. A. J. Macray (Directors) 
R. H. Elias, F. A. de St. Croix, R. J. Hardoon, 


J. R. Elias, J. M. Young, I. R. Michael, R, G. Bay Dockyard. 
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Gensburger, J. J. Judah, H. J, Clark, William 
Lunt, 8.8. Benjamin, Barnes Mosa,.P:.Crigh- 
ton, Duncan Glass, T, Pemberton, R. - E. 
Kadoorie, A. I. derson and Brodie A. 


Said: Gentlemen,—The 
Report and Accounts have been in your 
hands for some days and with your permission 
we will take them jas read. Under the. con: 
ditions of trade prevailing during last year your: 
Dirpotors hope that|the result -of our working. 
for 1908 will be considered by you as not’ alto- 
gether unsatisfactory. Our earnings, it is true, 
show a large falling: off, but that, I think, may. 
be attributed to the trade of the port and not-to 
any inability on our part to compete for and 
secure our full share of: whatever business : 
be offering. I would like to point out that the 
number of steamers we have handled during. 
the year was—91 home steamers, 636. coasting 
steamers and 306 
because they brought much smaller cargoes than 
in normal times, 
of them. You will also remember that I pointed 
out to you at our meeting last year, that storage 
was one of our chief sources of income and it is 
unnece to explain to you who are so well. 
aware of the trade |position of Shanghai, that 
there has not been the cargo here to store during 
the past few months. I noticed the other day 
that attention wasjcalled to the failure. of this 
Company to write anything off for depreciation, 


and this, I conaider, & very misleading: state- | 


ment. As you are well aware, we annually 
place a large sum |of money to the credit of 
repairs account and that money is spent in 
keeping the Company’s property in a -gervice- 
able condition. [We have spent during 
the past twelve y: an average of Tls. 36,000 
annually on repairs/.and I am glad to be able to 
assure you that the wharves and godowns and 
steam launches are in excellent order. It is an 
improvement in the general trade of the port 
that we want, and whether we may look for an 
early revival or not, you are as well able to 
judge as I am. There is one point I would like 
to draw your attention to with the Ratepayers’ 
meeting so lately before us, and that is, that 
this Company pays the Municipality about Tis. 
50,000 per annum ‘in taxes and has one vote 


which is only recorded when a pollis taken: It. 


is not correct to describe a poll as altogether 
an absentee vote. I beg to propose: that tha 
report and accounts as presented be passed. ~ 
Mr. A. McLrop seconded the motion. 
The CHAIRMAN before submitting the motion 
to the meeting remarked that he would ~be 
pleased to answer any questions. 


There were no questions and the motion was - 


carried unanimously, ; 

The CHarrmMan ;—I beg to propose “ Thata 
final dividend of Tls, 6 per share’ be paid 
amounting to Tls, 216,000.” ; 

Mr. Macray seconded the motion which was 
carried. , 

On the propositign of Mr. P. CaraHton; and 
seconded by Mr. F. +. de St. Crorx, the Board 
of Directors were unanimously re-elected. 

Messrs. G. R. Wingrove and H. W. G. Hayter 
were re-elected auditors on-the motion of Mr. 
ELIAs, seconded by’ Mr. MrcHakt. 


The CHAIRMAN ;—That is all the business 


and I thank you for your attendance. The 
dividend warrants will be sent out at once. 


———— 
A DISTINGUISHED VISITOR. 


— 


On Mar. 30th His Excellency Tseng Chi,-the 
Tartar General newly appointed to Canton, 
having arrived from the north by the steamer 
Kwongiat mada an official landing in the 
morning at Murray! Pier, where he was met: by 
Captain Mitchell Taylor, A.D.C. to His 
Excellency the Governor, and escorted to 
Government House where he was received by 
Sir Frederick Lugard. Afterwards he called on 
H. E. the General Officer ( ommanding. In the 
afternoon Sir Frederick returned the call by 
visiting H.E. Tseng Chi on one of the Chinese 


gunboats which have arrived from Canton to - 


conducthim to that'city. Afterwardsthe Tartar 
General visited Mr. Harris' Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, at his Peak residence. To-day H.E.Tseng 
‘hi will be entertained to an offical tiffin: at- 
Government House and will later visit Quarry 


1 


steamers ; and it was only 


t we did not make more out‘ 


VOLUNTEER INSPECTION. 


Theannual inspecti sotion of Hpngkong Volunteers 
by the General Officer Comm i ding took place 
on March 27th at Caudeway Bay, This 
was the first ocmsion on jrhich the Infantry 
company and the cadets participated, and conse- 
quently the event waa more than usually 
interesting. A good many onlookers were 
attracted to the locality ahd enjoyed the Jjn- 
teresting spectacle. The thtee detachments of 
Volunteers assembled at Heddquarters, with the 
exception of the Quarry Bay section which 
waited the arrival of the others on the ground, 
and headed by the Buffs Band marched to the 
Polo Ground at Causeway Bay, the artillery, with 
rifles slung over their shouldprs dragging maxim 
guns, Lieut. Colonel Chapmbn was in command, 
The corps certainly looked yery smart and busi- 

. ness- likeand their appearanpeevoked favourable 
comment enroute. Arrived at the Polo Ground 
they were joined by the maunted troop, to the 
number of 24 in charge. ofj Lieut. Ross, and 
the cadets commanded by Lieut. Williams. His 
Excellency Major General Broadwood was not 
long in coming upon the scene. He wasreceived 
with a generalsalute after which he madea minute 
examination of the arms and accoutrements of 
the Volunteers. Then the whole corps marched 
past very steadily and subsequently advanced 
in review order. The new having been drawn 
up,’ the Inspecting Officpr addressed them, 
very Sriefly, complimenting the corps upon their 
creditable appearance, 


ments were done in a soldierly manner. 
The parade strength was 230. 
HONGKONG VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
ASSOCIATION... 


The annual meeting of the Hongkong 
Volunteer Reserve Association was held on the 
31st nit. at the City Hall—Bir Henry Berkeley, 
K.C., presiding over a moderate attendance. 

The CHAIRMAN said this was the fourth 
occasion on which the Volunteer Reserve Associa- 
tion had met to hear the report of|the proceedings 
for the one twelve months. He regretted 
to say that the report on this occasion showed 
a slight falling off in tht enrolled membership. 
There were at the end of December 1907 on tha 
strength 230 and on the! strength last year 
there were 193, of whom 185 were present in 
the colony. The falling off had been due to 
members leaving the colony and to deaths, 
Practically the strength was the same as last 
year, and he supposed that the lack of accretion 
was due to the fact that the field was 
pretty well exploited and| that most of the 
men qualified in the somewhat restricted area 
had already joined. They knew that only those 
who had attained the age of 35 were allowed to 
join the association unless they had served in 
the regulars or auxiliary forces for a period of 
ten years. It had been suggested that the age 
limit should be reduced to 30, but the reason 
assigned by those with whom the last would lay 
was that it would restrict the area of re- 
cruiting for the Volunteers. The last thing 
that any member of the Association would 
wish to do was to act in a way detrimental 
to the volunteer force. They were, he proceeded, 
part of the volunteer force of this country. 
They were men most of] whom had passed 
through service of some kind and they had the 
welfare of the voluntary defensive forces of the 
Colony at heart. He regretted the deficiency, 
whatever its cause. If it was due to lack of 
enthusiasm he trusted that would not be 
the case during the coming twelve” months, 
and if anything could ‘be done to waken 
and maintain the enthusiasm they might 
trust the governing body of the  asso- 
ciation to do everything possible. The 
falling off in the numbers yas to be regretted, 

also in his opinion was the falling off in the 
attendance at the ranges. He could not 
see. any reason why that should be the 
case, The targets were|there. They had 
two ranges and they had everything which 
couldinduce men to make} themselves efficient 
with the rifle. It might possibly be that some 
thought they were efficient|and did not need to 
attend but he would remind them that as in 
every svort the men who did not have constant 
pTaciice became slack. Members did not join 


ne 
a 


ars. 
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the association because of any gain but because 
they felt there was a call of duty, they felt that 
the manhood of the country should when 
the occasion arose be able to take a part 
in the defence of their father’s abode 
Proceeding, Sir Henry said the Association had 
been the subject of the consideration of the 
Defence Committees of the Colony. As they 
were aware, there was a scheme, not made 
public, for the defence of the Colony in case 


of need, and in that scheme the authorities hoped |, 


that the members of the Reserve Association 
should be able to play an effective part. It was 
impossible for the members of the association to 
play that effective part unless they hada 
training which would enable them to co-operate 
effectively in case of need. The war-like spirit, 
which was always alive, was with us to-day, but 


there was a feeling born of long years of security |. 
and peace that that spirit would never ne called |. 
But, with all respect, he | 


upon to materialise, 
considered that the reasoning of fools. In an 
Empire such as ours it was impossible to say 
when the call might materialise, He would 


make an earnest appeal to the members 
of the Associafion, who were physically 
capable, to attend at the ranges once 


or twice a month, or, at all events, as often as 
they could go aa to justify the existence of the 
association. The Defence Committee of the 
Colony, with a view to making the association 
effective in defence had made one or two 
suggestions with respect to its members. One 
of those suggestions was that the members 
should be supplied with uniform, not necessarily 
to wear, but to have in readinessshould the occa- 
tion arise. The committee thought that sugges- 
tion a prudent one and one which should be ad- 
opted. They were all well aware that a man who 
was taken with arms in his possession by the 
enemy and not being in uniform was -liable to 
be and as they knew had been in past wars with 
other countries, shot at sight. According to 
the laws of war in case of an armed conflict be- 
tween two nations only the authorised forces 
whether paid or voluntary were entitled to fight 
for their country. God forbid that the time 
should come when members of that association 
should be called upon to put on uniform but 
they should be prepared in case of necessity, 
The committee had approved of the suggestion 
and had informed the authorities that if the 
uniforms were provided by the Government and 
kept in store they would ba used by them on 
whatever occasion might ba proper. Another 
suggestion had been made, namely, that rifles 
should be provided and that also has been agreed 
to (applause), They had asked that the option 
might be with the members of the association 
for them to have the rifles themselves or to have 
them kept for them at the Volunteer Head- 
quarters to be served out as occasion demand 
ed. Thera was one other. matter suggested 
by the Defence Committee which he strongly 
recommended for adoption and that was that 
those members of the association who had not 
been trained to drill either through having been 
members of the regular forces or having been 
in one of the auxiliary forces of the Empire 
should undergo sufficient training to enable them 
if called out to cooperate with the defence forces. 
It was suggested that those who were not now 
able to do so should learn such things as to 
advance, retire, form fours, etc., and it had been 
said that the time occupied in bringin 


of the association on the subject and he was 


happy to say that up fo the present they had ' 
met with a response which was quite favourable 
Last year he had announced that | 


(applause). 
they would receive a grant from the Govern- 
ment toenable them to pay the secretary. 


that time considerable difficulty was experienced | 


in finding a gentleman wh would be able to 
spare the time to perform the duties. 


ment had expressed willingness to mahe a grant 


on certain reasonable conditions. These condi-: 
tions were that the numbers of the associa-| 
tion should be maintained and that the! 
attendance at the ranges should not fall off. Ho: 


regretted td have to report that those conditions 
had not been fulfilled and therefore the com-; 
mittee had not felt themselves justified inj 
approaching the Government for a further 
grant. The grant was given to them under 


He had | 
approached the Government and the Govern- | 


loe { 7 iff ed and | é a 8 
‘committee thought ‘that they should. Spear ome 
lapproach the Government until they could say 
that those conditions beeen carried on 
-It would therefore be n ary for them. to pro- 
ceed to the election of ai honorary sécre 


and he was glad to be able to inform vom that 


(Dr. Evan 
‘prepared to do the w 
by them (applause.) | ae 
, Sir Henry Berkeley was re-elected chairman 

of the committee for the ensuing year, and the | 


ones had jcome fo and was 
ork if he would be elected 


following committee spol : Hon. Mr. 
‘F. H. May, Captain Bane , Messrs, A. Deni- — 
ison, J. ('. Gow, J. Hastings, A. Mackenzie, and 


1G, H. Wakeman. Dr, 
elected hon. secretary 
i his concluded the 


van Jones was formally 


eer 
inNess, 


= 
RACE PONY ATTACKED BY 
BUL}-DOe. 


| __A few days ago while a aatoo was exercising 
Mr. ‘Tiefenbacher’s well-known race. pony 
Maryland on Robinson! Road, a bull dog, whi 

was following two . Europeans, attacked the 
pony, biting his off fore-leg very badly. The 
pony freed itself from the grip of the dog, 


pulled away from the mafoo and bolted along 


A. 


the road. It was vein ht near Mr, 
Babington’s house, and the ica are now 
looking for the owner of the dog. 


CUSTOMS RETURNS FOR 198. 


In view of the special attention which is taken 
in the movements of goods and treasure at the 
present time, the Acting Inspector General, the 
N. CU. Daily News says, has approved of certain 
information being given in advance of the 
publication of the annual returns, The first 


set of tables contains the figures of the total - 


amount of treasure, in gold and silver of all 
classes, and of copper coin, passing between 
China and foreign countries during 1908, For- 
eign countries are divided into Europe, America, 
Batoum and Asia, which again is sub-divided as 
will be seen. The following tables show the 


grand totals in all respects, the figures being, of . 


course, in Haikwan Taels, 
IMPORTS INTO CHINA. 


GRAND 
GOLD. SILVER, -TOTAL. 
Europe ‘ 4,062,863 4,062,863 
America 36,500 2,699,947 2,727,447 
Straits Set- ae hae 
tlements .., _ "5,286 5,286 . 
Saigon and... Sie 
Tongking... — —_ 7,067 7,067 
Hongkong... 
and Macao 


143,131 12,583,308 12,728,289 
Manila = 259 - 259 


Japan (in- = 
cluding ! var 
Formosa) 1,317,490 429,880 1,738,370 
Korea... 17,304 88,252 


1,514,425 19,858,842 21,370,173 
The importation of copper is omitted for con- 
venience, from the above tables. Two districts 


Korea Hk. Tis. 56. these figures are included 
in the grand totals, respectively, as given above, 


: : : ; & | There was no copper exportation from Chin 
one’s self into such simple drill would not’ ! 


amount to many hours in the aggregate. | - 
Circulars had been sent out to members| 


EXPORTS, © © of .- 
; GRAND «¢ 
GOLD; SILVER. TOTAL... 
‘Kurope .. ...11,246,158 1961,554 13,207;712 
‘merical, 4.116 59,966 ~~ 64,112 
Batoum.... .. 43,14 
India .includ- hye 
ing Burma 1,006,148 - 
Dutch Indies 12,171 
Straits Settle- Bete ue 
ments... ... 367,686 . - 
Saigon and cee 
Tonking SAT 
Hongkong and: sient 
Macao 26,801,639 
Manila ..:... . 400, 
Japan includ- Meld gt 
ing Fomoss. 2,305,030... 
Korea... - 620,564... - 
| Viadivostock... 179,706. -- 179,706. - 


100,592 . 


only sent copper coin to China in 1908, namely, ‘ 
Hongkong and Macao, Hk. Tis. 1,850; and. 


"built by this 


Went sie 


“Colonial Office on 


_April 3, 1969.) 


RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION IN 
‘CROWN COLONIES. 


a ee —_~o : 
SIR FRANK SWETTENHAM AND - 
THE CROWN] AGENTS, — 


We have received a co : of the Report of the 
Committee of Enqni in : 


info the organisation of 
the Crown Agents O ce, pnd also a copy of the 
minutes of evidence, q 


The following extract; from the evidence 


given by Sir F. A. Swettenham, K.C.M.G., has 
an interest for readers in Hongkong which 
justifies . reproduction. 

A. With regard to the system of carryin 
out works in the Cini’ ae the piles aiid 
control of consulting engineers, you wish to give 
some evidence P—I think that is quite wrong. 

878. You think that is wrong altogether P — 
Absolutely wrong. 

879. The system of c 
Yes. 

880. Would you toll us why ? - I think that is 
wrong in the case where| the colony has got 
qualified officers to deal with the work. 
s think it a to reason that it must 

wrong. @ system that is employed 
jodi fe the Crown ‘Agents and the 
consulting engineers is that the consulting 
engineers become responsible for the work 
nominally, They undertake the work; they 
appoint an engineer to do it; they make a 


; 
ying out the works ?— 


contract with him and the Government of the 


Colony has no voice in 
cept to pay all the bills, 
881. Describe to us just what would happen 
in particular case. here does the consulting 
engineer come in’ and who appoints him? 
Let us say that you want to make 
bridge or railway in the Straits Settlements? 
Pry | you want to make a railway in 
the Btraits Settlements. I will describe 
a case which actually occurred. In Singa- 
pore they wished to make a railway across the 
island; if was approved by the Secretary of 
State, and the consulting engineers were im- 
mediately, being in the position of having to 

advise on the railway,— 
882. Which consulting engineers? How 
consulting engineers 


did they come in ?—The 

of the Grown Agents. They then proceeded to 
appoint an engineer to carry out the construo- 
tion. The Colony was not asked anything about 
that; they appointed anybody they chose, sent 
them out to the Cofony, and they proceeded to 
construct the railway, They did construct it al- 
most, but at last the Colony could not bear it any 
longer, and there was such a fuss made that the 
engineer went away leaving it unfinished, and 
it was finished by the engineers of the Malay 
States Railways. The whole of that was done 
through the consulting engineers, their man in 
Singapore reporting directly to them everything 
that he was doing, and the Government of the 
Colony had no control whatever of any kind. 
All that the Colony could do was to pay the 
bill, and we always had to pay whatever was 
demanded, although the original estimates were 
enormously exceeded. They were exceeded 
time after time, and every time you had to go 
to the Council and say: “We have nothing 
whatever to do with this work; it is entirely 
outside the control of anybody in the Colony, 
but the geritleman who has been appointed by 
the consulting engineers in England says that 
he wants some more money, and you have got 
to vote it.” . 


the matter whatever, ex- 


883. And they did ?—They were told from : 


here that they had to, / 
884. (Mr. Harris.) They did not go to the 


the matter ?—The Colonial 
Office almost invariably supports the Crown 
te - 


885. (Str Francis Mowatt.) Will you just 
complete the story? You.say that the engineer 
went away, and some other engineer then pro- 
ceeded to superintend? Who appointed the 
second engineer?—One or two of the works 
first man collapsed ; a bridge tum-- 
bled down and I think an embankment gave way, 
and everybody inthe Colony becamea criticof the 
railway, 80 that at last the man got so tired of itall 
that, mainly through the representations of the 


Government, when it was nearly completed, he 

The Malay States having already 
years been constructing their own 
aseistance whatever from 


for twen 
railways without any 


ee en 


: | 
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the Crown A 
pleted it, j 

886. (Chairman.) But how was it that th 
Crown Agents came in the first time in the cas 
of this railway and did not come in the case o 
the other railways built during the preceding 
twenty years P—Because the Malay States i 
not British Colony, and never has been, and 
therefore they have done more what they like. | 

887. If it was necessary for Singapore to go 
to the Crown Agents in the first instance, how! 
did they manage to evade.the Crown A genta 
when they found the bridges tumbling down and 
got the Federated Malay States to do it for 
them P—I think at last af this end, the Colonial 
Office, the Crown Agents and the consulting’ 
engineers got rather tired of the constant com. 
plaints that were made, and the man himself at 
last got so sick of it that he said he would like 
to go away, and that was the actual result, 

888. (Sir Francis Mowatt) But did the 
Crown Agents appoint or approve of the 
second engineer?—No, I do not think 
they did. The line took more than twice as 
long . to construct as it 
it cost about twice the original estimate, and it 
was beginning to look as if the line would -nevor | 
be finished, and in despair they all said, “All: 
right, do it your own way,” but there was very 
little left to be done. 


889. But what about the parts that tumbled 
down ?—That happened afterwards. 

890. (Mr. Gibson.) What was the date of this 
incident you are telling us about—From 1300 
to 1903. : 

891. The completion of this was later than the 
last Report dealing with the resolutions of the 
Crown Agents to the Colonies, dealt with by Mr. 
Chamberlain ?—I was in Singapore at the time, 
and I represented to the Colonial Office as 
plainly as I could what the facts were, but, as 
I say, they support the Crown Agents in these 
matters, and I was told this was what was called - 
the recognised aystom. I pointed out that we 
had been for twexty years vs successfully con- 
structing railways in the Malay States by what 
was not called the recognised system, but they 
said that did not matter—;that we had been 
twenty years wrong, That jwas all. 

892. (Chairman.) I am told that the Secretary 
of State for the time being took the view that 
in Singapore the local officials had not got 
experience of building railways P—I think that 
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gents, ‘sents man down and com, 


893. And that therefore they could not be 
allowed to be responsible for building them ?—I 
think that is the case ;I think there was not in 
the service of the Government in Singapore at |} 
that moment anybody capable of doing it, but 
surely it was just as easy for, the Colony to ap- 
point a man as it is for the consulting engineers. 
The difference is that the! man having been 
appointed by the consulting engineers in this 
case had never previously beén in the Colony or 
the East at all, and he knew! nothing about the 
price of local labour, local materials, or anything 
to do with it. Consequently he was constantly 
making mistakes for which the Colony had to 
pay, because there is really ng responsibility, and 
what seems so entirely wrong is that the con- 
sulting engineers are not o ly your advisers but 
they are really the constructors of the railway. 
They are advising on their own work all the 
time That is what seems s 


| 


| 
894, (Mr. Harris.) Are you sure that they 
were constructors >—Yées. ; 

895. I remember a good many cases of con- 
struction of railways, but my, recollection is that 
always there has been a constructing firm apart 
from the consulting engincers.—This is a Depart- 
mental work, and I myself am strongly in favour 
of Departmental work when it is done by the 
‘Government with an engineer who is quite 
independent of the oe engineers. 

895a. I have had some little experience of 
the Colonial Office, and that is my conception 
of the usual system. I cannot help thinking 
that you are telling us of a ‘system which was 
an anomaly ?—I have no doubt about it. 

896. (Chairman.) I am fold that the usual 
practice is that the resident engineer is looked 
upon as the servant of the’ local Government, 
and that all his reports to the consulting 
engineers ‘go through the Government. Was 


+ 


|. 898. The only thi 


ought to have done, | 


nos - 


that the case with you?—As to tho onginber) ne 
yes, under flying: seal’ 


‘a8 to the correspondence, 
-they do, 
897. But you couldjdo nothing on it P—E: We 
are not supposed to be capable of constructing a ? 
railway wo are clearly; not capable of criticising s 
it. In this question I was told if I did-not like ae 
it why did I not gd out and look at the work : 
and say what was the matter with it. I said I 

-did not pretend to be an engineer, . 


i 


thing you were considered to 
be capable of was to pay for itP—That was all, 
and as regards that we were not allowed to raise _ 
& question at all. We were simply told that we. 
had to pay the bill. | - 

899. We understand -this system did not 
meet with your approval, and according to sir. 
Harris it was anomalous. What would you 
‘suggest in substitution for it where Colonies 
want to build a railway P -I suggest a system 
which has been followed in the Malay Statea . 
with great success, 


900. What is that? Suppose that a Colony | 
wants to build a railway ?’—The Government 
appointed its own railway engineers, = 8 - 

901. (Sir Francis Mogvatt.) The local Go- 
vernment P— Yes, it appointed its own engineers 
just as it would appoint its own doctor and its” 
own public works man. 

902. (Chairman.)' Then they would ‘pro- 
ceed to advertise for tenders for loco- - 
motives, and the (Crown Agents would: 
not come in at allP—Yes. Some of the 
work at first was done| through contractors, but 
we found it was not satisfactory, and eventually 
it has all been done by the Government depart- 
mentally, small sub-contracts being given out, 
but.the whole of the work being done /under the 
control of the Government instead of by con- 
tractors. a 

903. (Sir Ralph Moor). But you had a 
consulting engineor P—They were the very same 
consulting engineers. | We hgd no voice in that 
matter. ; —— 

904. But you had your own working staff P— 
We were not allowed to choose our own con: 
sulting engineers, | : 

905. In the Malay States?—Yes, we were 
not allowed to choose our own consulting 
engineers. 

906. (Chatrman.)' Who chose them. for 
you ?—The Colonial Office or the Crown a gents. 

907. (Sir Francia Mowatt.) I think the 
question asked by the Cliasirman was; What 
was the system you would approve of )—That 
is it. 

908. I understand! you would approve of 
consulting engineers chosen by the Co ony— Yes, - 

909. We were not talking at the moment of 
what really happened in that instance, but we: 
were talking of what system you would recom- 
mend ?—The system that was followed in the 
Malay States. I do not think i¢ matters 
whether the Colonial Office or the Crown 
Agents, or the Colony choose the of nepal 
engineers ; so long as they are people of reput 
tion I do not think it matters in the least. AH 
I mean is that they ought to haye nothing te 
do with the construction, and they ought not to . 
have anything to do with the appointment of 
the resident engineers'who carry out the work, 
except by request. oo 

910. (Chatrman.) I quite see your point P—As 
we are talking about’ that, I might mention 
that, when the Malay States had been con- 
structing railways on! this plan for at least 
twelve years, all of a sudden, without asking us 
anything at all, an engineer was sent out 
from England to go and inspect all the lines - 
and make a report to the consulting engineers 
for the benefit of the Crown Agents. We never 
asked for him; we could have, supplied the 
whole of the information that it took him a 
long time to acquire, but to our bat 
at the end we were told to pay the bill. _ 

911. (Mr. Harris.) you certain that in 
your absence somebody, did not ask for him P— - 
Absolutely positive. ae 
~ 912, Ti seme to me an extraordinary thing” 
to happen.—TI am positive abont it. tite ; 

913. Idid not know that the Colonial Of; 
had a double life —I am absolutely positive and. 
there is no question about it, because I said 
something about thinking it was strange that 
we should be asked to pay for this gentleman — 
whom we had never asked for at all,,as-we could .- 
have supplied all the information: Which it-todk 
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. according to tradal necessities. 
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him some time to acquire, and, of course, he had 
to come to us for it. 

914. Do you remember who was Under- 
Secretary then ?—No, I could not tell you. 

915. (Chairman.) Had the Crown Agents 
anything to do with it ?—Yes. 

916. They sent him out?—I do not know 
whether it was the Crown Agents or the con- 
sulting engineers who sent him ont, but what 
they wrote was that the Crown Agents had 
suddenly asked the consulting engineers for a 
Report on the Malay States Railways, and in 


‘order to obtain that the consulting engineers 


appointed this man and sent him out. He only 
stayed in the place about six weeks; of course, he 
had to go to everybody for all the information 
he got, and then he wrote a Report, and we 
were told to pay for it. That is all that 
happened. ? 

917. It has not happened again so far ag you 
know—No, we said something about it at the 
time. 


JAPAN. 


—__—_—+~>—-—__—__ 
[FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. ] 


Tokyo, March 20th. 
. THE SHIPPING INDUSTRY. 

In a few days the Diet will be closed. Its 
chief work this session has been the passage with 
amendments of the Government Bills amending 
the existing laws for the encouragement of 
shipbuilding and navigation. The object of 
these measures is to abolish the fixed rate of 
subsidy paid hitherto and to empower the 
Government to give financial aid necessary to 
the development of marine enterprise and 
The principles 
of the old and new laws are therefore widely 
different. Under the old laws the tendency 
was for shipping to expand apart from the need 
for it, and the present depression may be attri- 
buted in no small degree to this fact. Ships 
were built above a certain tonnage not so much 
because they were required but because they 
became entitled to the Government bounty in 
consequence, and so with the great liners. The 
Pacific is navigated by vessels of nearly as 
great capacity as those of the Atlantic, but 
what comparison is there between the trade 
of the two oceans, either passenger or freight? 
Experience has shown that vessels of moderate 


type are best adapted for the Pacific trade, but. 


competition and government bounties have 
produced vessels of enormous capacity which 
can only pay in seasons of good trade. With 
the lean years they become veritable white 
elephants, an enormous expense to their 
owners, who must run them, nevertheless if they 
are to maintain the credit of their country 
and earn their subsidy. The Diet has amended 
these Government Bills making it necessary that 
the consent of the Diet be given to each separate 
amount of subsidy granted each company. This 
takes the responsibility of fixing the amount out 
of the Government's hands and is designed to 
prevent collusion between government and 
shipping company officials. The new grants in 
aid to be given to the European, and North and 
South American lines have been published 
accordingly, the Government submitting to 
the Diet, the figures which provide for the fiv 
years 1910-14, after which the subsidies will come 
up for further consideration. -Spread over the 
five years the European (N. Y. K.) line will 
receive a grand total of 16,133,971 yen or about 


. 34 millions each year, the North American lines 


a little in excess of this sum, 16,559,595 yen; and 


"the South American line (T. K. K.) 3,364,023 


yen imalmost equal proportions yearly. Yester- 
day, in the Diet, a Government delegate replying 
to questions, declared the separate lines to ports 
so closely situated as Seattle (N. Y. K.) and 
Tacoma (O. S. K.) were necessitated by the 
connection of the lines with the Great Northern 
and Milwaukee Railways. 
PRESENT POSITION AND THE FUTURE. 

Not many years ago the Japanese shipping 
industry, favoured by good trade the world over 
and by generous subsidies at home, enjoyed 
enviable prosperity. To-day extreme slackness 
in shipping comes concurrently with the 
Government’s disturbance of the subsidising 
system both to ocean steamers and to shipbuild- 
ing yards. The only consolation for the ship- 
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owner here is that he is not alone in experi- proached nearest to what an opposition party 7 
widespread business | ought to be lost its former strength with its - 


encing the effects of 
depression, but that the energetic Germans, for 
whom the Japanese have much admiration, are 
in the same boat, as well ag the unenterprising 
and unconcerned Briton, It has been apparent 
in the present session of |the Diet that the 
Government intends in its methods of granting 
subsidies to obtain closer control over the way 
in which the money is used, but the Diet, by 
the amendment above noticed, has also shown 
its determination to exercise some little control. 
The Toyo Kisen Kaisha will resume its South 
American Service under the new auspices. Its 
line will start at Hongkong; and part at Hawaii 
one ship going to the States and the other to 
the South. ‘'his raises the question whether it 
is not yet premature to s such @ line, even 
with a good subsidy. In the matter of the advis- 
ability of shipping emigrants to South America 
opinion widely differs in|the Diet and the 
Government's policy does not find whole-hearted 
support. But this is the Bocarnment's policy 
and itis only because of this policy that the 
T. K. K. will resume an enterprise which has 


_| already once failed. If with further experience 


the enterprise again fails the question arises .if 
the Government will be prepared to make good 
any loss incurred by the shareholders. One of 
the evils Japanese companies, not only shipping, 
who accept Government help suffer under is 
that they not only lose independence of action 
bat must become factors in the carrying out of 
Government policy which may be politically wise 
but. commercially unsound. | = 
SHIPPING DIVIDENDS. 
A large meeting of shareholders of the Toy 
Kisen Kaisha has decided to accept the directors’ 
report. on the last half-year's working which 
shows @ loss of 800,000 yen. The last but one 
dividend paid by the '[. K} K. was at the rate 
of 12 per cent. per annum, the last 5 per cent. 
and from 5 per cent, to zero is the result of six 
months' bad trade. The 50 yen paid-up shares 
of the company now stand at 18 yen or at a 
lower figure even than those of the discredited] 
almost bankrupt, Dai Nippon Sugar Co. (whose 
failure, by the way, has caused the suspension 
of the biggest bill broker in Osaka, the 
Fujimoto firm). That thelscrip of a first-class 
company, working such vessels as the Tenyo and 
Chiyo, should fall in this fashion, is a striking 
indication of the sense of insecurity felt by the 
public in even sound inv ents or such that 
ought to be considered sound. No one ever 
knows what hare-brained proposal may be 
simmering -in the officidl mind with some 
quixotic moral or other improving object or 
when it may be launched| forth to the infinite 
injury ofany concern in which money isinvested. 
The absurd pari-mutuel abolition has struck 
deeply into the investors’ mind and he realise: 
that the Government may do almost what it likes 
with his money. Allowing even for a temporary 
period of bad business the shares of such a com- 
pany as the T. K. K. would never have fallen 
so low as 18 yen but /for the bogey the 
Government has created 'for shareholders by 
grandmotherly interference in business. . While 
the directors of the T. K} K. are confident of 
the future, their confidence does not extend to 
the share market. Judged by this criterion the 
company’s shares are much less desirable than 
those of the Osaka Shosen! Kaisha which, while 
of half the value, are quoted at only a yen lower. 
This company has been! paying a six per 
cent. dividend for the past three years 
partly, out of reserves, and is fighting against 
very hard competition in the China trade. Its 
position is much the same as that of the T.K.K.., 
but there is a wide diversity in the quotation of 
their shares. It is vee also that the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha will have a very indifferent 
report to present to shareholders for the present 
half-year, one statement reducing the prospective 
dividend from 12 to 8 per cent. The premier 
line is also suffering from the common de- 
pression. ; 


THE POLITICAL FIRMAMENT, 


Is it possible that there | is to be a real, sound 
opposition party in Japan? All through the 
present session there has peas much muttering 
in the various camps, the Yushin, Boshin, 
Daido and other factions or clubs. The 
Beiyukai, so-called government party, of course 
stands aloof, but the Shimpoto. Count Okuma’s 
creation and which sa his leadership ap- 


i 


i 
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great leader, who retired a couple of years ago, — 
probably disgusted with his following. Since, 
then it has been rentiin twain and now there” 
ara reformists and: non-reformists of the 
Shimpoto. But despite petty intrigue among 
all sections and in every party the conviction is 
growing that Japan must have an offective 
opposition if it is to be governed on constitu- 
tional lines. Sporadic efforts in this direo- 
tion culminated yesterday in an organised 
attempt of the Ywshinkai to enlist the 
members of other clubs under one common 
opposition banner. A manifesto and platform 
were issued and these were submitted to the . 
Boshin Club, Daido Club, and Shimpoto mem- 
bers. The reception of the movement was not 


at all disheartening, but what seems to be sadly 


wanting is a leader. There is no lack of able 
men and there is no lack of high ideals. But 
the higher the ideals the lower the parties seem - 
capable of descending in the political mire. It 
would be a good thing for Japanese politics if 
Count Okuma could be induced to once more 
try the experiment of heading an opposition 
party. —_ 
THE PARI-MUTUEL. 


In expressing opposition to Government -pro- 
ceedings the Japanese are capable of some 
extraordinary feats, which would be laughable 
if the consequences were not often enough very 
serious. To-day, for example, what is described . 
asa very gallant cavalcade rode rapidly along 
Hibiya Park in the direction of the Diet. This 
building is surrounded by police during the 
session, and a score of the worthy preservers of - 
the peace very quickly mobilised and barred 
the way of the horsemen. The latter tamely 
explained that they were jockies, and hearing 
that the House of |Peers was likely to deal 
harshly with the pari-mutuel bill, which has 
already passed the Diet, they intended to go 
and remonstrate! T'he news.is to hand that a 


hundred similar horsemen are riding from Yoko- 


hama with a similar object in view. Mounted 
police and a squadron of the Bodyguard have 
been dispatched to reason with them. The fate 
of the measure for the revival of the pari-mutuel 
under severe restrictions is probably sealed, for 
the Upper House is known to be against it, but 
it looks as if it will be the last measure legislated 
upon by the Peers before the prorogation. 


THE TRIPLE BILL AT 
THE THEATRE, 


_—_————»——— 


The ladies who organised the performance . 
given in the Theatre on Saturday night in aid 
of the funds of the Eyre Refuge have good 
reason to be pleased with the success of their 
undertaking from every point of _ view. 
The Triple Bill attracted a crowded house, 
and the interest of the audience} was - well 
sustained from: beginning to end. Owing to 
the length of the programme it was intimated 
that no encores | could be given, but 
applause was unstinted and a number 
of floral tributes were handed to the ladies on 
the stage in appreciation of their efforts. Their 
Excellencies the Governor, the Admiral and the 
General were occupying seats in the dress circle. 

The first piece given was “ Papa’s Wife” ‘a 
musical comedietta by Mr. Seymour Hicks, 
The scene is set in’ the drawing room of Sir 
John Singleton, a widower who has recently 
married a widow, aud while they are away on 
the honeymoon Sir John's grown-up son writes 
to announce that ‘he will pay them a visit . 
at their home. Kate, the widows grown-up 
daughter, who has been left in charge of 
the house opens the letter and learns from 
it that Gerald is unaware of her existence. 
While she is still undecided as to how to act 
Gerald arrives, and as he assumes the attractive 
young lady who receives him to be his step- 


mother, she keeps up the delusion. So facinating ‘ ; 


does Mirna ae oi step-mother that lie laments 
exceedingly that the good-fortune of marrying - 
her had been his father’s and not his. Disillwsion” 
comes on the receipt of a telegram from Sir. 
John announcing that he and his wife are on 
their way homs. It/does not take Gerald long 
to recover from the ahock of surprise, and heand . 


. abuses Elizabeth 


' Chief, the Captain an 
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Kate are pening to the point when the curtain 
drops. Miss Ella Rowe acted the part of 
Kate with a naturalness and charm which 
delighted the audience. Lieut - Commander 
Lloyd-Thomas, R.N., admirably filled the rdle 
of Gerald, and Mr. W. G. Worcester made the 
most of the minor part of the butler. Altiget- 
her the place was capitally enterpreted. 
The second item of the bill was a comedy by 

G@. M. Bryant named The “Peace Maker.” In 
this piece a young married couple, Joyce and 
Richard Harford’ have quarrelled and separ- 
ated, and Elizabeth Lavender: a spinster 
who before the marriage was on close terms 
of friendship with Joyce, feigns ignorance of 
the separation which had occurred while she was. 
travelling abroad, and arranges a little dinner 
on her return, to which Joyce and Richard, as 
well as Dr. Burton, and old lover of Elizabeth's, . 
were unvited, Elizabeth's object being to effect 
a reconciliation of the young couple, Dinner 
begins gloomily, for the meeting of Joyce and 
Richard was unexpected. Conversation at the 
table drags and is confined to a few banalities 
about the weather. By pre-arrangement, the 
Doctor is suddenly summoned away on pro- | 
fessional business and shortly afterwards the 
hostess herself is called to the cook who has 
got into hysterics, Thus the young couple 
who had quarrelled, are left to themselves. 
Both had secretly longed for a reconcilia- 
tion, but neither had found the courage 
to make the overture. Now, alone with 
each other they feign an aloftnes that is felt by 
neither, but presently a thaw sets in. There is 
reconciliation in the end and before the hostess 
has returned from her attendance on the 
hysterical cook, Joyce (whose suspicions that 
it had all been pre-arranged by Elizabeth 
had been unwittingly confirmed by the parlor 
maid) leaves the house, accompanied by her 
husband. Feminine perversity, however, asserts 
iteelf to the last. Not wishing that Elizabeth 
should take credit for the:success of: her plans, 
Joyce leaves a curt note in which she roundly 
for’ meddling in the 
delicate affairs of other people. Elizabeth 
has scarcely finished reading this startling 
note, when Dr. Burdon returns, and 
as he had been strolling outside the house 
all the time and had seen Richard and J oyce 
enter a cab together and direct the driver to go 
to the Carlton Hotel, he is able to lift a great 
burden from the soul of Elizabeth. Then it is 
the Doctor's turn and he and Elizabeth are 
ae for the Carlton too when the curtain 
falls. 


The piece was admirably staged and most 
excellently acted. The acting of Mrs Hastings 
as the hostess and of Mrs, Gompertz as Joyce 
Harford gave unbounded satisfaction, Mrs. 
Worthington took the minor character of the 
parlourmaid and had very little to say but when 
she told Joyce between her sobs that her 
mistress had unbraided her for calling the 
doctor too soon and for anticipating by several 
minutes the cook's hysterics she did it admirably. 
Mr. H. W. Bird, too, as the doctor was excellent, 
and Mr. W. J. Daniel creditably took the part 
of Joyce's husband. Great applause followed 
the fall of the curtain. 

The last item of the triple bill was an 
admirably arranged pot pourrt, for which we 
believe Mrs. Dooner was responsible. The 
Curtain “rose on a group of strolling players 
encamped around a fire at night, on the estate 
of a gentleman whose: son is about to be 
married. Coming suddenly upon them he con- 
ceives the idea ofengaging them forthe marriage 
festivities and the members of ‘the troop give 
the old gentleman and his son a private rehearsal 
of their entertainment which included songs 
and dances, a whistling solo, a quartette 
(“Brightly won our wedding | day ’’) 
and banjo performances. | Those taking part in 
this item included Mrs. jadeley, Capt. and Mrs, 
Beasley, Mr. F. G, Carroll, Mr. and Mrs. Coch- 
rane, Capt. and Mrs. Dooner, Dr, Hooper, R.N., 
mie Murray, Capt. Mrs, Penfold, Miss 


Rowe, urs Wait, pnd Mr. W. G. Wor- 
cester. 


By kind permission b the Commander-in- 

Officers the Band of 
H.M.8. King Alfred |played some much ap- 
preciated selections during the intervals, and 
altogether the evening] was one which the 
audience thoroughly enjoyed. 


; paid for it in 1903. 
{actually dangerous at thd present time it ha 
{ been found that more than ordinary expenditure 

by the construction divisipn of the Burean of. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


FAR EASTERN TELEGRAMS, 
A JAPANESE COMPLIMENT. 


Tokyo, April 1st. 
Prince Fushimi has been appointed as a special 
envoy to the obsequies of the deceased Emperor 
and Dowager Empress of |China. 


BASELESS HEPORTS. 


Tokyo, April 1st. 

Peking officials state that the reports that 
China is proposing arbitration and that J apan is 
refusing are groundless. 


FAMOUS TEMPLE] DESTROYED. 


Tokoy, April 1st. 

Jojoji the famous temple at Shiba, has been 
destroyed by fire and damage amounting toa 
million yen has been done 


(FBOM THE “‘CHUNG| NGOI SAN PO.” ] 
THE CHINESE NAVY. 


_——,_ 


Heking, March 30th. 
The Chinese Government has decided to 
award those who give financial assistance for the 


development of the Chintse Navy with high 
official rank. 


PROHIBITION OH LOTTERIES. 


eking, March 31st. 
It is the intention of |the Government to 


ep the running of lotteries within twelve 
months. 


FOREIGN ENGINEERS NOT 
WANTED. 


. eking, March 31st. 
Tih Liang, President of the Board of Military 
Affairs, has disapproved of the appointment of 
Foreign Engineers to supprintend the construc- 
tion of naval docks in China. 


CANTON-HANKOW RAILWAY 
MANAGEMENT. 


eking, March 31st. 

Owing to complaints which have been made 
concerning the management of the Canton- 
Hankow Railway, Grand ecretary Chang Chih- 
tung has despatched an officer named Ko Ling 
Wai to Canton to make in estigations, | 

Admiral Li Chun and |Provincial Treasurer 
Wu have been asked to assist him in his labours. 


CHINA’S NAVAL TICIPATIONS. | 


: Peking, April 1st. : 

The Peking Government have wired to the 
Chinese Minister at Tokyojasking him to vonsult 
the Japanese Government with a view to admit- 


ting more students into| the Japanese naval 
college. ] 


CIGARETTE SMOKING IN CHINA. ! 


Peking, April 1st. | 
The Powers have refused to allow China t 
impose heavier taxation on cigarettes. 


[This is the outcome of a proposition made = 


some time ago by a Chinese official that increas 
duties be levied with a yiew to stopping the 
importation of cigarettes in China, the smokin 
of which was a great evil.] 


CHINESE REFORMERS, ) 


Peking, April 1st. 

Li King Hi, the newly appointed Viceroy of 

Yunnan and Kweichow, has requisitioned tHe 

Throne to forgive the reformers Kang Yu Wei 

and’ Liang Kai Chiu. Thp Prince Regent has 
refused. . 


worm-eaten condition of| the Oriente Hotel 
building at Manila has bebn necessary to prove 
that several thousand pdsos will have to Ke 
added to the P659,000 the insular government 
While the building is not 


Little more than a ze inspection of the 


Public Works will be required to make it safe 
for future occupancy, 


THE ACCIDENT TO THE 8:8..- 
. “KUTSANG.” 


THE CAPTAIN EXONERATED. 


_A Naval Court bf Inquiry consisting of 
Navigating Lieut. an of H.M.8. Asiraea 


Kutsang, which hed at Chim Island. 
Has Straits, after phe had struck a submerged 
rock. 


ter Perkins of H.M.S. 


| Assistant Pa 
Astraea wasClerk of the Court; Mr. W. F, Inglis 
8 


of the Indo-China 
attended on be 
Kuisang. 


Navigation Company 
of the owners of the 


& 
ce to the Haitan Straits. 


; The course was altered three times and imme- 


diately after tho lastitime the ship struck some- 
thing on the starboard side. As far as 
he could judge, lit was a sliding blow 
without any shock !to the ship and of short 
duration with absolutely no cessation of the 
ship's speed through the water. The speed 
of the ship at the time was eleven knots. It 
was a dark morning, but the weather was 
perfectly clear and as the south entrance was 
charted free from danger he had no hesitation 
in directing the ship's course. At the time of 
the striking the chief officer was on the bridge, 
At the request of] witness the chief officer 
reported that there|were three, and one anda 
half feet of water in jthe foreholds. The passen- 
gers were told to get up and dress, but not to 
be alarmed as there was no danger to life. 
The lifeboats were also lowered. As. the 
next soundings showed that the water was rising 
rapidly in both the forward holds and that the 
No. 2 ballast tank wag full,and it could-be seen that’ 
the ship was settling down by the head, witness 


after a careful look at the chart, decided to! . 


ground the ship on'a mud. flat to the South- 


west on the lee side of-Chim Island. The vessel 


was put at full speed and she went at full speed 
on the mud flat. (She beached quite easily. 


From the effect of the blows that were struck - 


witness considered that the ship had struck a 
rock, but there was no ripple of tide there. 
Where the ship was struck she was drawing 
about fifteen feet. @ maximum draught of 
the Kutsang was twenty-four feet ten and a half 
inches loaded, and at the time of the accident she 
was only partially loaded. On leaving Hongkong - 
the draught of the ship was fifteen feet six, and 


eighteen feet, but witness reckoned that they — 


had lightened by six inches coming up so that 
at the time of the accident she would be 
drawing ‘about fifteen feet and seventeen feet 
nine inches. The stern was not touched’ at 
all. Witness was under the impression that it 


was a rounded pinnacle of rock, a small rock of . 


no great extent, that the vessel struck. Witness 
had been through |the channel many times 
before. He brought this ship out from England 
in 1905, 


C. B. Tweedy, First Officer of the Kutsang, 


deposed that on the|morning of the accident he 
was on watch from four to eight o’clock, he 
having relieved the| Second Officer. When she, 
struck the ship had just been steadied on her 
course. 
A. 8. Latta, Chief Engineer, said that he was 
in bed at the time of the accident. He did not 
feel any shock beyond-a grating, and he got up 
to ascertain what was the cause. Afterwards he 


had the pumps going in both No. 1 and No. 2- 
holds. He estimated the speed of the ship at ; 


about ten and a half knots. 
J. E. Dallas, Second Engineer, stated that he 
was on watch at the|tim e of the accident, but he 


did not know that the ve ssel had touched. His — 


first order was to start the pumps going in No. 
1 and No. 2 holds. (He would say that the speed 
of the vessel was about eleven knots. a 

Mr. Inglis asked if he could give Captain 
Bradley's record for the information of the 


Court.. He had been a very lopg fime in the 


employ of the Company. 


et] 


in Wyn 


Tho President:said'that ho did not think this 
vould be necessary. 

Captain George Payne fleposed that he was 
the Marine Superintendent to the Indo-China 
Bteam Navigation Company. Witness wished 
te say. that:Captain Bradley was one of the most 
capable: Mastera that there fwere in the employ 
of the Co . Had if not been for this 
Couré-.of Inquiry having} been held witness 
would!heve had to make a rpport of this accident 
in. which Captain Bradley -would have been 
absolved-from all blame, 

The.Court found that the steamship Kutsang 
struck a. submerged obstacle about six cables 
KE. N-E from the islet of the Double Yitts 
believed. to.be an unchartedjrock and that the 

ptain Bradley navigated| his ship with care 

-in-aasamanlike manners and that no blame 
is attributable to him and that after the 
accident his prompt action voided what might 
have been-a serious casualty and also that no 
blame is due to any of the dther officers of the 
ship and that proper discipline was maintained. 


oss 


A TRADE MARK CASE. 


at the Magi y on Mar. 80th on a charge of 
falsely applying a trade mark. 

t, who was fepresented by Mr. 
(of Messrs. Wilkinson and 
Grist) pleaded not guilty, Mr. D. V. Steavenson 
(of Messrs. Deacon, Lopker and Deacon) 
8p 


| agg ae the prosecution. 
Steavenson informbd the Court that 


‘the prosecution was brought under the Merch- 
andise Marks Ordinance! the complainants 
being the Pathe Phono |Cinema-Chine who 
were theowners of trade marka on cinematograph 
films known as Pathe Frpres. Pathe roras 
were a firm ing on business in London, 
Paris and New York. | Last wesk a new 
cinematograph show known|as the“Star” opened 
Street, the defendant being the 
manager. Among the films exhibited was one 
entitled “The Veiled beauty” at: the end of 
whioh appeared a “ Cock ” |trademark, with the 
words Pathe Freresunderneath. Theprosecution, 


~ heari ng. that there was a film bearing their mark 


being exhibited, applied for a search warrant, 
the result being that a film was discovered 
bearing the trademark helonging to Pathe 
Freres. 


After hearing evidence his Worship imposed 
& fine of $50, ordered the ddfendant to pay $50 
costs, and to return the |film to complainant 
within seven days. 


SHANGHAI TRADE. 

Mesars. Ibert and Co.'s {latest Report; om the 
Piece Goods Market says; 

Again the weather has much interfered with 
the movement of cargo, and}has retarded enquiry 
from many out'ets. In grey goods generally, 
there has been an easy toneland prices all round 
are down slightly, Hankow {buyers in particular 
being very timid in coming forward for fresh 
purchases. The Newchwang steamers have not 
yet cleared, but are said noj to be taking 4,000 
packages of Piece Goods, qf which 1,200 Bales 
sre American Sheetings. It is too early to say 
as yet how demand for that market is likely to 
open out, buf natives anticipate that the recent 
growth- of the Northern export trade is bound 
to find its-reflection in a good demand for imports. 


Clearances as a whole haye been upon a satis- 
factory scale of late, and arg more than keeping 
pace with imports in negrly every class, the 
total: number of pieces of ali denominations 
cleared, since 1st Janiary this year, being 
2,395,673; against imports! of 1,523.767 pieces. 
As to stocks, a comparison pf the present situa- 
tion with that of the past two years shows a very 
considerable improvement; in the overbought 
position from which this market has so long been 
suffering. The figures areas follows :-— 

Total pes. 1909. 1908 1907. 


_* stock. pecs. 
‘at date 7,388,305 P 


0.428,742 14,691,822 


Large auction sales are af present absorbing 
a-considerable amount of the attention of buyers 
and tend to keep prices unduly low, but the low 
exchange has encouraged exports and this should 
have its due effect in stimulating an improved 
enquiry from the various country outlets as the 
spring season (which is backward this year) 
progresses, 
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Honexone, 2nd April:—The prices are fur- 
ther declining, market being’ week, 


Saigon, Ordinary ................466.684.50 to $4.55 
i Round, Good quality ...84.60 to 465 
i ODL. .ceceecesseeceseeense ret 4.90 to 495 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No.|2...$4.85 to 4.9) 
3 arden, 7 No.|1...€4.70 to 4.75 
“5 White, tetas isieie Seawwedseoed cet ve $4.75 to 4.80 
» Fine Cargo....... selepsndiideosae $5.00 to 5.05 


Honexona, April, 2nd.—The arrivals of coal 
since the 18th ultimo amounted to 22,700 tons of 
Japanese, 5,500 Hongay 3,00:!,|Pulo Laut and 2,500 
Chin Wan Tao. ‘The coal expected is 58,500 tons 
Japanese, 11,900 tons Australian, 1,200 tons Hon- 
gay, and 4,000 tons Borneo. Quotations according 
to Mesars. Hughes and Hough’s circular are as 
follows:— 


Cardiff...... $23.50 ex-godown, nonrinal. 
Australian ...... $12.50 ex-gpdown, nominal. 
Yubari Lump... $12.00 Noniinal. 

Miiki Lump ...$10.50 to 511.00 ex-ship,nominal. 
Moji Lump 
Moji Unscreened$6.00 to $8.00 ex-ship, steady. 
Akaike Lump ...&8.75 to $9.00 ex-ship, steady. 
Labuan Lump ...$9.00 ex-ship sellers, 


rere $7.75 to $9.50 ex-ship, steady. | 
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Honexona, April lat—Sin 
movements in the various 
been as follows :— 


the 18th ulto, the 


Afalwg. Patna. Benares. Persian 


Stocks on the 18th Mar., 1909—3,909 2,899 677 1,000 
Mar..24th Imports per Fooksang — 370 =: 125 _ 
1: 29th oF » SB. Simons — 100 _ - 
+ 30th i 1» Laisang ~— 266 125 ~ 
1 let a 1» Devaenka — —- — 
3,999 3,934 927 1,024 
Less ExportatoShanghalf.. —j| 955 560 — 
Less Exports to East and* s 
West Coast Ports including 


Local Consumption for ng 1924 488 HL 1S 
fortnight.. 6.0.6. 6... | 


Estimated Stocks thisday .. 3,832} 2,891 626 999 


Bengal,—An improvement in the consunption 
and the low price ruling havel induced the Chinese 
to seperate to a larger extent; but the demand be- 
ing satisfied prices have again declined to $940. 
for Patna and $955. for Benares. 

Malwa.—There has been a falling off in the de- 
mand for new drug and more enquiry for old, 
which we quote at $1,100/1,130. for 3 to 4 years 
and $1,150/85. for 5 to 6 years, ; 


Persian.— Woe quote superior drug at $1,020/30, 
with a very small enquiry, 


G 


Quotations are: — 


‘Honaxona, April, Ist. 


Malwa New —.......ceeeee \....$1,070/1,080 per picul. 
Malwa Old ..............00. »---91,090/1,100 — do.. 
Malwa Older seeseeseseereseees SL, L10/1,140 — do. 
Malwa Very Old .......... i....$1,150/1,185 do. 
Persian Fine Quality ....!....$1,020/1,050 do. 


Persian Extra Fine. .........8850/900 do. 
! 


Patna New ........... aicwveduees $930 per chest. 
Patna Old ... 1....8960 do. 
Benares New .............. I... $945 do 
Benares Old ...sssscessssbern Qe do, 


{ producing countries, especially in India, show an - 


ry er AA 


‘SUGAR. 


Kobe, 16th Marohi—Cine, — Raw, —Taiwatr 
ugar.—The market has a slightly - stron 
feeling and a fair amount of business has. best: 
done. 
Muscovados Basia 96% Polarisation,‘ Coléur . 
12} average is quoted at Yen 6.10 per -picul 
ex ship. Osaka Kefined.—The usual auctions 
took place on the 8rd jand’ 13th when 4,000.and- 
3,500 bags were offered respectively, both-.of 
which being withdrawn. m3 


i 
COTTON. 


Kosz, 16th March|— Cotton. — American.— 
Prices have fluctuated wi 


upward tendency, but ino business of importance 
has been done, with| the exception of some’ 
transactions in Broach} “Spot” is quiet owing 
to the arrivals of contracted cargoes and. to- 
the fact that holdews are demanding high 
prices. Broach is quoted at Yen 26.50; Akola. 
Yen 23.75; and Bengal at Yen. 23.00. “ Chinese. - 
—The high prices pow quoted prohibit all 
prospects of combining business for the time 


“Spot” is quiet. Best closes at 
Yen 26.00, and Common at Yen 23,00. Shirt- 
ing.—There is no amelioration in the conditions’ 
reported in our last circular. Cotton Goods‘and: 
Fancies.~ Worsteds and Woollens.—The market 
for spot goods continnes very dull, clearinces 
are poor, and enquities for forward: arrival: 
are conspicuous by their absence. Metals.— 
Market continues depressed with very little- 
demand forthcoming, the only exception being 


| ‘'inplates where prices show a slight improve- 


ment on account of the advent of the canning 
season and as stocks have passed into stronger 
hands. .Rice.—Market linactive. 


' 
i 


JAPAN BSE MARKETS. 


IMPORTS. 

Yokohama, 15th March, 1909.—Cotton Yarns: 
This market remains in a moribund condition. 
Cotton Piece Goods.—Except for a small basi- 
ness passing in Greys, there is practically nothing 
doing. Woollens anij Woollen Mixtures.—This 
being the “off” season, there is nothing to report. 
Textiles Generally.—he Cotton Piece Goods 
market in Tokyo seemsjto be somewhat upeet over 
one big failure in Osaka and a reported impending - 
similar fate of one or two others in that district. 
Raw Cotton.—Market remaine quiet. . Vulues in 


upward tendency. kite.—This market is in the 
same weak and declining condition as last reported, 
Metals.— Business is still very quiet, and save for 
small transactions reported in Bars there is noth- 
ing passing. Window|Glass continues dull with 
home prices unchanged. Considerable stocks are 
held here which are sldw to move. Kerosine Oil. 
—Arrivals and deliveries for the first half .of 
March show Standard! Oil Co., arrivals. 106,000 
cases ; deliveries, 7,160 cases. Rising Sun 
Petroleum Co., arrivals, nil; deliveries 2,800 unite. 
Sugar.— Nothing of interest hay occurred. during 
the interval. Flour.—Owing to increased price 
of Wheat and small stocks on hand, Japan millad: « 
Flour is jn good demanfi at considerably enhanced. 
prices, heat.—The home market continues to 
rule firm with a tendency to a still farther rise. 


YARN. 


Honsxone—Mr. P. Rduljee, in his Report dated 
2od April states:—There is much less doing in this 
market and the past fortnight has been comparative. 
ly quiet, A few small dales arereported, but buyers . 
will not pay these prices unless for their- most - 
pressing wants, Spot|stocks are exhausted,.and | 
any small parcels of desireable spinning close af - 
hand are taken up atjor about present: -valiies. 
Dealers, however, confinue to act with /.extreme- 
caution and cefrain from: contracting. for.’ long” 
delivery. Most of the buying has been for pricey, 
and consequently the; demand. has-run_ princiy: 
pally on medium grades to the. neglect of:.the- 


gh-priced superior favourite spinnings. Prices: 


Java Sugar—fhe market has declined. ~ 


PERE We sia ters 
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on the whole are fairly well up to previous 
Neco which however] do not allow much 
or the depreciation in exbhange, The last few 
days practically nothing [has been done. and 
although prices are fairly steady the tone of 
the market: at the close appeara to be somewhat 
weak, Bombay continues |strong with but little 
business doing for the' Far East. Sales of the 
fortnight aggregate 2,588 |b; les, arrivals amonnt 
to 2,572 bales, unsold stock estimated at 8,000 
bales, and sold but unelpared bales in second 
hands at about 18,000 bales. Local Manufac- 
ture:—No business is repotted. Japanese Yarn: 
—There is no change in the continued quiet- 
nesg of these thrends, | Raw Cotton :—Both 
Indian acd China descriptions are weaker but 
holders are not anxious sdllers, ag advices from 
the producing marketx poiht to a higher range 
of values, and recent arrivals of Bengal stapel 
are passed on to Japan where there is a good 
demand at better prices A small parcel of 
75 bales Thoongchow has been taken up at $30. 
Stocks Indian nil and Chiha 350 bales. Quota- 
tions are Indian $23 tu 27 and China $25 to 31. 
Exchange cn India has coptinued steady at Re. 
130} for T/T, and Bs. 130} for Post and closes 
to-day at Rs. 130} and] Rs. 131 respectively, 
On Shanghai 744 and on| Japan 844. The un- 
dernoted business in imported and local spin- 
ningé is reported from Shdnghai during the fort- 
night ended the 24th ultimo, viz:—Indian :— 
The market started well, [but has made no head- 
way at all, and indeed has gone back a little. 
Total sales about 2,000] bales and estimated 
stock landing and in goddwn about 27,000 bales. 
Japanese :—Market quiet hut steady. Total sales 
about 3,500 on the basis bf Tis. 102 to 1093 for 
No. 168. and Tle. 109] to 118 for No. 20x. 
prices ehowing a further advance of 8 to 4 Taels. 
Local :—Market is bare of §pot cargo and forward 
gales of about 3,300 bales| have teen effected on 
the basis of Tls. 90 for Na. 10x, Tls. 95 to 974 for 
and Tis. 101 {to 105$ for No.’ 16s 
showing a further advande of half to five Taels 
in values, 


PIECE GOODS™ 

Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co. in their Piece Gooda 
Report, dated Shanghai 26th March, 1909, state:— 
In spite of the promied improvement in the 
weather at the close of ouy Jast 1 has r-ally been 
worse than ever during thé interval and has great. 
ly interfered with cleargnecs. ‘Three steamers 
were advertised to leavq for Newchwang this 
morning, but owing to {the excessive wet, are 
postponed until to-morrrojy, it fortunately being 
bright and favourable for shipping today. It is 
estimated that they will take 10,000 packages Piece 
goods and Yarn between them, comprising some 
1,600 bales Yarn, 3,500 packages English goods 
and the rest American, so |the market should not 
be over loaded at the ohtset. ‘Lhe news from 
thence continues favourable, but the state cf 
Manchuria generally is not so certain, and ‘it is 
generally feared that no eatisfactory arrangements 
have been made to financetthe trade. There must, 
be plenty of money, tke feturns for the produce 
sold waiting for investment, a good proportion 
of which is being held in Newchwang in all pro- 
bability, so there should] not be much delay in 
getting remittances for|fresh purchases here, 
There is a quiet but steady demand for Tientsin, 
to which market modefate supplies are going 
all the time. This is no| doubt better for the 
position there than 1ushing large quantities for- 
ward at one time ard overwhelming the demand, 
so it is hoped the-morg cautious tactics will 
have a beneficial effect. So far as this 
market is concerned buyers seem determined to 
extract their utmost out/of holders and are go- 
ing to give them at all h pleasant time. The 
trade with the Kiver and and Szechuen markets, 
judging by the off-take {gr the different markets, 
is not altogether unsatisfactory, but the demand 
is being supplied from cargo in Native ha-.ds and 
the Auctions, little or nq rep'acing orders being 
booked privately. ‘he Huying in New Yerk has 
continued and it is estinjate amounts to fully as 
much ss. done la-t week, say 20,000 bales, but 
more distriluted, prices |being well muiutained. 
In this connection the following extracts culled 
from 4 recently receivd] journal explains some- 
what the attitude now faken up by manufac- 
turers in the States:—“Nittle more than hope is 
evident in the export traje as far as |-usiness with 
China is concerued. It fhas been expected that 
@ certain amount of demand wou'd be forthcom- 
ing immediately after [the Chinese New Year, 
but: these expectations |have not been realized 
and no one is willing t predict just when the 


Chinaman is likely © appear in the market. It 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


1s admitted that all mail advices regarding mar. 
ket conditions in the Empire show a decided 
improvement as compared with the etatus before 
the firet of the year, but a very marked buying 
movement will have to take place to equal the 
business which was consummated during Jan 

With the depletion of stocks in China, ‘which ig 
evidently going on more or less continuously, if 
would seem as though there were warrant for be 
lieving in business for the future, though jus 
exactly when it is to arrive is a matter of con 
justure, ‘Ihe majority of buyers believe that whe 
buying does commence again it will be for th 
lighter weights, for no one anticipates many 
additional orders on heavy sheetings or drills! 
which still remain in the largest supply in th 
China market. Little complaint is heard fro 
the buyer ak to the market price of goods, H 
admitts the condition of the manufacturer tha 
on few lines of goods is the margin over an 
above the cost of production an abnormal one 
Here and there is to be found a manufacture 
who is taking advantage of a fairly wide deman 
tu make up for the losses which he incurred dur 
ing last year. But it cannot be said with an 
measure of truthfulness that prices show a radi 
cal advange, nor are they to-day unreasonab! 
high, based on the cost of raw material. Whil 
there has been and continues to be more or | 
scepticism regarding the maintenance of ra 
material prices, yet the great majority is to be n 
radical slump,in cotton ‘figu'es and that change 
are more likely to oceurin the direction of highe 
levels than of lower. On these busis there is eve: 
reason for manufacturers who have their produc 
well under orders to maintain a firm attitude i 
the face of certain arguments by the buyers wh 
concessions should be made him, It would see 
as though export business were delayed becau 
of the fact that certain China houses which hav 
bought nothing are not anxious to be "The 


on a higher level than competitors. Th 
buyers are likely to await developments, and i 
there should be any revision in prices they would 
cme into the market, for additional amountz. 
It is stated that during 1908 three China ag 
tought 55,000 bales out of an approximate total 
of 80,000 bales. This indicates the elimination 
of a good many small factors whose Josses hav¢ 
compelled then to withdraw... In view of rhb 
satisfactory advices received by mail from China. 
those interested in export business are. incline 
to believe that there will be a renewel of deman 
in the near future. t is encouraging to note 
that the exports of cotton goods to Aden during 
the past year have amoimted to over 35,000 bales, 
with the prospect that this total will be con- 
siderably surpassed this year. It is also confi- 
dently predicted that the total of 100,/00 bales 
to China in 1908 will be much surpassed durin 
the current year, and many are inclined to 
lieve that the aggregate of 1906 will be equaled, 
The ‘anticipations as quoted above are evidentl 
going to be realised to a very large extent, 
the purchases during the last two weeks amoun 
to fully 40,000 bales, and those made earlier i 
the year to 30,000 bales. It is a moot questio 
whether this is not rather rushing things, befo 
it is know with any degree of certainty if the 
demand from the North will warrant such ex- 
tensive buying in faée of the supply alread 
here on the spot. The shipments, however, will 
be soiwewhat extended, the goods not arriving 
here until the Fall. The Manchsester market 
is undoubtedly easier, although perhaps not uni- 
formly. Cotton is lower in Liverpool and is 
advised to-day at 4.93d. for spot Mid. American, 
and 4.90d. for June/July option. Egyptian re- 
mains unchanged at 7§d. We are told the forf- 
nightly export figures portend. another heawy 
shipment for the month. Cotton in New York 
has ruled easier during the interval, dropping 
to 9.16 cents for July, but to-day a 1ecovery 

advised to 9.24 cents for that month. The Yarn 
market is quieter, buyers evidently finding the 
recent prices too dangerous to indulge in and 
are witholding any further orders they may haye 
in anticipation of a decline. The high prices in 
Osaka for this month ‘are due to a corner made 
by speculators and are not likely to be main- 
tained, so that lower prices may be expected here. 
Nutive Cotton is very firm, and supplies are 
readily taken on arrival, The private market, 
so far as sales from stock are concerned, remains 
almost a biank. In English goods scarcely any- 
thing has been done either from goods on hand 
or forward arrival, though we have heard olla 
few replacing orders going through in Manches 
ter. There is no doubt but that uw’ large propa:- 
tion of the recent purchases in New York are 
for native account. The Auctions for staple 
makes have not gone at all well, all weights 
and quslitie: showing a decid: dly lower tend- 
eucy, which was confirmed this morning, Turkey 
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Reds were barely 
Cotton Italians and 
the whole. At the ¥ 
day Camlets were a t: 
there has been no redeeming feature at any of 
the Auctions. i . 


dy, while Fast Black _ 
‘enetians-were weak 
en Fong sale last Thurs- 
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Cotron Prece Goops—— 


Shanghai and Japanese... ., 24.00 to 28,00 
Tungchow and Ningpo ... ,, 24.00 to 28,00 


s ca 
Metars— ee 
Tron—Nail Rod.....}....sescecssseseesens pical $ 4.10 
Square, Flat, Round Bar (Eng;,).... ,, 4.00 
Swedish Bar ....].......ccceccseees gp 415 
Small Round Rod eccereeecesses 93 4,60 
Hoop, $ to 11/2 in ae 6.60 
Wire, 16/25 o2., J........cccsccecseeseee e 9.50. 
Old Wire Bope...|.....ssesrsssseseeee 5s - B00 
Lead—L, B. & Co. and Hole Chop... ,, - 10,10 
Australian w.chicdecscscccceccsssceeeeees 10.80 
Yellow Metal—Muntz 14/28 0z..... ,,  40.00- 
Vivian’s, 16/32:0z., ,, 40.00 
EWiots, 16/2802... ,, 40,00 
PL YDy: occ ve Sovete sai] sek odes oieteteedsiaadyae » 89°00 
Tin-Plates, .cicscidensssaccseesecvaaacsaas box 7.60 
Steel ....... weatulesercatecds We ..cs4.. OWE, 0A86 — 
I 
LIscELLANEOU8S— : 
Quicksilver, ....}....... picul 172.00 _- 
Window Glass, ........06 breeeees renee BOX = 5.60 | 
Kerosene Oil, ..>......66 aisecte aedwesess case _ 
Saltpetre, No. Lj... picul $11.00 to 12.00 
Do. No, 2 .b......000 » 10.50 to 10.90 
Do. No.8 J.......... n _-10,00 to 10.40 
Dayton, rer bag of] 50 Ibs. .............. gross $2.55 
CrOWD oo... ceeeseees Perreerre tresses gy OTS 
Brown Bear ...... Aawanecesises satasscwe: . 55 2,62 
Warrior ....cccsceeehes : i 3,50 
CHOICE v2... eeseeeseedeerseserecegsscseeeesses gg 2,68 
White Lily... iiieavaeesves » | 262. 
White Fawn wcccsfecsccccscscccees gp 261 - 
MOY]OM i scestecses osdeiscesscasevestaeveosase » - 26)! 
COW oo. ceceeeseceeves - » . 261 
Morning Glory ...... » 365° 


fle firmer, but since then , 


Grey: Shirtings—6lbg. ...... piece $1.80 — 
7 Vhs. ...... 95 2:40 - _ 
8.4 Ibs. sesven 3 od — 
10lbs...... 4. 410-to 5,80 
White Shirtings—54/56 reed ,, 2:55 to 8.55 
58/60 ,, , 8.65 to 5.95 
» 6.10 to 7.15 
IN@......00 » 8.05 to 9.15 
Book-folds ,, 8.15 to 6.15 
Victoria Lawns—Il2iyards ... ,, 0.65 to 1.80 
T-Cloths—6 Ibs. (32|in.) Ord’y,. 1.95 to 2.20 
7 lbs. ; » sg 225 to 8.85 
6 lbs, | Mexicans, _>_  —_ 
6 7Tlbs. |, , 4, 270 to. 8.80 
8 to 8.407.,(36 in.) ,, 8.20 to 4.20 
Drills, English—40 yds., 133 a“ : 
14 lbs. t ry 4.30 to 5.80 
Fancy CoTrons— : 
Turkey Red Shirtings—1} to : = 
y Giibs. bet 1.72 to 6.10 
Brocades—Dyed ...4........... yard 0.10 to’ O15 
Chinese—Assorted ........... 4 O.O07$ to O85' 
Velvets—Black, 22in.,...... » 0.25 to 068 
Velveteens—18 in,,.t...cceseee » 0.28 to 0.28 
Handkerchiefs — Imitation 
Silk per cent 0.50 to 4.00 
W ooLLens— 
Spanish Stripes--Sundry chops 
adbadisabnews yard 0.70 to 2.00. 
German, |........... » 200 . — - 
Habit, Medium & Broad Cloths,, 1.25 to: 3.00 
Long Elis—Scarlet, 7-9 lbs,piece 7.80 to 9.40 ° 
Assorted}..........5 9: 7.90 to 9.40 
Camlets—Assorted |.......... > = _: 
WHEATEN FLouR— ; 
Lastings—30 yds. 3] inches } : 
Assorted ......§ ” p00 ito ‘cee 
Orleans—Plain......].......00. »» | 9.00 to :12,00 
Blankots—8 to 12 .J.......... Ibs, | 0.60 to; 1.50 
Raw Cotrroxn— 
Bombay ......ccscccccbeseeee picul $23.00 to $27.00 
Bengal (New), Rangoon _ 
and Dacea.........4.. Ss 23.00 to 27.50 


, 
BALA gt abate bectaanteny teactiie cesta a cee ae 


AMOY IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Tho Amoy Gasette and Shipping Report, of the ! 
26th March, 1909, publishesithe following principal | 
goods pussed through tha Custom House. ‘ 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS 
COPPER. 


Copper.—Between 50 and 100 tona G.M.B, 


were bought by foreign firms, but London values |- 


have experienced another. drop, not further 
transanction has been done. Fish Oil.—Stocks 


‘ are cleared, Rice.— Weak with downward ten 


IMPORTS, 
Quantity 
Cotton Raw, Italian . pis _ 
Cotton Raw, Native ee 24 
Cotton Raw, Varn... ... [.. 4 1,584 
Shirtings, G:ey ve\ foe. pes. 920 
T-Cloths ... ...: ... eS 850 
Shirtinga, White ... bs 95 215 
T. Red Shirtings ... se Gt 160 
Drilliss sie, sen ase. Goer [eve a3 90 
Shirtings Dyed, Brocades |... ,, — 
i Shirtings Dyed... ... _ _- 
I Damasks ... ... ” = 
i Camlets ... ” 11 
j Lasting ... 0... Fe - 10 
Spanish Stripes yd. 299 
Lustres, Figure ro — 
Lead, in pigo... . pls — 
Tin in slabs ... he 5h 162 
Iron, Nail rod... él 4 _— 
Quicksilver wo oy — 
Tron, Old... ss _— 
Ironwire ... . ” = . 
Rice... we. ie 48,426 
Opium, Patna... ... a 1 
Opium, Benares... 3 63 
Opium, Persian we oe 3 
: Opium, Malwa , os — 
i Opium, Szechuan ... 4 39 
Opium, Yunnan _... 61 
i Opiam, Shansi * A Pr 6 
Sesamum Seed a6 ane ¥s 544 
Sanpanwood i> ede ie —_ 
Sandalwood 9 24 
Rattans _ as 
Wheal wae woh i 4,684 
Flour... 00. tea see ave 4 45 3978 
Beancaks... ... Sp 25,672 
Beans and Peas ar 34,002 
it Bicho de Mar... ease, 435, 44 
i Mate Tea... stg seer] oes POR —_— 
Oi!l, Kerosine American galls _ 
Oil, Kerosine Ame, in bulk... _,, —. 
,! _ Oil, Kerosine Borneo in Yulk _,, = 
Oil, Kerosine Russian ... ‘a —_ 
Oil, Kerosine Samatra... * — 
Oil, Kerosine Bulk Ws — 
Coal sie sete casks Sas 7 1,910 
Tobacco Leaf .. pls. 331 
Vermicelli - 4.1 
KXPORTS. 
Sugar, White ... pls. ~ 
Sugar, Brown... ” 1,964 
Sugar, Candy ... SA 925 
Hemp Bags . peg. 21,200 
Hemp Sacking os ee 
Paper I Quality ... S 899 
Paper IT Quality ... 5d 106 
Tobacco Prepared... .. ns 11k 
Kittyals ( umbrellas) ...] ... pes, 150 


EXPORTS :— 


ai 


sI 


—— 


ia Raw Strx.—Our markpt continues quiet and 
! inactive, and in ronie instances prices have receded 
slightly. As yet arrivals from the Interior are 
very small, but it is antic pated that further sup- 
plies will be coming down within the next fort- 
night, when trade may improve. 


Waarr Stux.—Market quiet. Transactions are 
limited to small parcels.| Settlements from Feb. 

. 28th to March 10th, 1, picul:. Total Settle- 
ments from July 1st to March 10th. 53,700 piculs, 
Stock om March 11th is estimated at 6,000 piculs, 


HABUTAI. 


Kanazawa.—The market has experienced a 
severe set back owtng to the withdrawal of nearly 
all buyers, Since the begining of the month rates 
have declined from three to five per cent., and 
the few firm offers have probably been accepted 
ateven lower prices. Eghizen.—This market has 
also relapsed, but to a less extent. The demand 
from abroad has been hmost insignificant, and 
there is no immediate promise of any better state 
of affairs. Kawamata;—All qualities of this 
Habutai have declined, varying from two to 
five per cent., and there are no enquiries, 


.| Tobacco, Wongkong 


dency. Cotton Yarn.—The market during the 
fortnight has heen remarkable for the 
phenominal rise which took place on the Osaka 
Yarn Bourae, on the; 12th inst. the price for 
20s. March delivery’ reached Yen 130 i.e. an 
advance of Yen 15 since the beginning of the 
month, the result of heavy gambling in the 
face of paucity of stocks. Quotations have since 
declined to Yen 10 per bale, but are still relativel 
high. Business for export has been quiet in 
consequence. Vegetable Wax.—Very little 
demand from abroad and only small businasg 
transacted. Matting.—The market continued 
weak, Requirements for the-current season have 
almost been filled so'the demand bas fallen off 
Straw Braid.—During the past fortnight i 
would appear that there has been a strong 
demand for Straw Plait in general; quotations 
have, however, remained stationary. Chip 
Braid.—The Chip Braid market shows renewed 
activity. , 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 
Haxxow, 17th March—The prices quoted are 


for the net shipping weight excluding cost o, 
packing for export :— 


Per picul 
Cowhides, best selected ..... eta eestendiiate Tis. 38.50 
Do. seConds ......ccccsceecsaece succes »» 838.25 
Buffalo hides, best selected ............... 5, 22.00 
Goatskins, untanned, chiefly white 
COLOUR 6 se5s5sdaccesescarsedevcsaeees ese esuaceis? i — 
Buffalo Horns, average 3 lbs, each ...... se 


White China Grass, Wuchang and/or 
Poochi..........ssc006 iiscaehevernieasaeeye cont 
WhiteChinaGrass,Sinshan and/orChayu 
Green China Grass, Szechuen ............ 
JUCG sicsicssdcvcdveccesecaxcvcessecusevevidedecsdds 
White Vegetable Tallow, Kinchow 
White Vegetable Tallow, 
Pingchew and/or Macheng .........00 
White Vegetable allow, Mongyu ...... 
Green Vegetable Tallow, Kiyu............ 
Animal Tallow 


POO r were r ere ras eeeseecerssesiaces 


eee eee eee eee eee 


Gallnuts, plum do. ...... ete cee 
Tobacco, Tingchow .............. 


Black Bristles, Riflings ..............060- ‘ 
Feathers, grey and/or white Wild Duck 
TUrmeric ..:.....ccsecencsssccseecccescsecesees 
Sesamum Seed ....... 
Sesamum Seed Oil 
Wood Oil 


Pda ba reece reseed cera reasrscceeeecscroees 


ere eee ee reer ery 


eee cere eee ee eee ere Try 


Comer ner Cee mee eare er eeseseeeeenseeseee 


| 

Messrs Arnhold, Karberg & Co.’s Fortnightly 
Produce Circular, Dated Shanghai, 25th March, 
1909. State:—Gallnutt.—Market steady. Fair 
business. Cowhides.—Large stocks of heay 
hides for which the demand from home is poo: 
Market weak in consequence, Feather.—Marke 
quiet, Cotton.—The situation is unchanged. 
Local Mills continue to buy at top figures, which 


demand, Market weakening. Wood Oil.—Our 
market haga declining tendency. Sesamumeeed. 
—Supplies are coming in freely, but they all go 
to fill old contracts. Prices are in consequente 
fully maintained in spite of the small demand. 
Strawbraid.—Several contracts have been plac¢ 

by American for 15 End Stoya, and some bu- 
siness in spot cargo of inferior quality has been 
done in this articla Luichow Mottled is easiér, 
with but small demand. Loyeh White and 
Kwangchow White are lower. Stocks in general 
are small. Wool.—Sheeps.—Arrivals of Sze- 
chuen Woolare at lastincreasing, Little busine 
has resulted as yet as dealers ask exaggerated 
prices. Antimony:—Market continues firm. 
Better demand from home at prices which should 
lead to business, | 


Per 8.3. Albenga, sailed on the 19th Mar¢h, 
1809:—For New York.—5 cases joss sticks, 6 
pkge. rattan furniture, 20 cases human hair, |35 
cases paper, 50 straw cuffs, 50 cases camphor, 
55 cases preserves, 404 bales canes, 482 bales 
canes, 43% bales rattan cores, 440 cases essential 
oil, 730 bales bamboosplit, 1,772 pkgs. chinese 
merchandise, 1,995 pkgs. cassia, 7,957 fire crackers. 
For Boston.—58 pkgs. merchandise. For Balti- 
more.—45 pkes. merchandise. For Philadelphial— 
18 pkgs merchandise. For Washington.—10 pkes. 
merchandise. 
dise, 


> 


{ 1909. 


t | is 55/3 sellers, 


| 


the home markets cannot pay. Tal ow.—Little | 


For|Havans.—130 pkgs. merchan- 


Per M. M. steamer, lNera, sailed on 80th March — 
Kor Marseilles 221, bales raw silk,.64 
packag’s human hair,/|4 cases silk goods, 0 cases’. 
merchandise, 40 cases Watches, 15 cases-Hats bcases 
ylang ylang. For Havre—41 cases -Porcelaine, 
22 cases Phonographic Dises, 8 caees Human hair. 
For Reunion—34 cases Provisions. For’ Mourice 
—66 cases Medicine. [For Lyon—225 balea raw “ 
silk, For London— 100 bales waste silk, 1 “case 
grass cloth, 1 casa Embroideries, Sens 


CAMPHOR, 


Honexone 2nd April:—There is no market 
The prices are the same as last reported. 


FREIGHT. 


Hankow, 17th March,—Per Conference Steamers 
To London and Northern Continental ports 50/- 
per ton of 40 cft. plus |river freight. To Genoa, 
Marseilles or Havre Oe per ton of 40 oft. plus’ 
river freight. To Ne ork ( via Suez ) General 
Cargo 82/- per ton of 40 cft, plus river freight. 
To New York (via Suez), Tea 39/6 per ton of 40 
eft. plus river freight} To New. York (Overland) 
per carload; Tea G. $1.50 cents per 1B gross; less 
than carload Tea G. $1.75 cents per Ib gross; plus 
rive freight. ‘I'o Shanghai:—Tea and General. 
Cargo, Tis. 1.80 per tm, weight or measurement. 


HONGKONG SHARE QUOTATIONS. 


Honarona, 2nd Apzil, 1909,—A fairly good 
investment business |has been done during tho 
past week, and rates|with few exceptions show 
an important chan Barsilver is quoted at . 
Q3td and sterling T. T. at 1/83. The Ty. T. 
rate on Shanghai clases at 74. 7 

Banxs.—Hongkong and Shanghai have fur- 
ther receded, and affer small sales at $925 aro 
now procurable at $920. London is unchanged 
at £86. Nationals gre still enquired for at $51. 

Maring InsvRaxce.—Unions have 
booked at $850) and 4 few more shares are pro- 
curable at the rate, China Traders are in reqoust 
at $874, and Yangtz¢s at the improved rate of 
#215. Cantons aro quiet but steady at $1874. 

Fiae [NsuRANCE?.—Chinas have been sold at 
$105 and $106 and close with probable sellers at 
the former rate. ngkongs bave sgain been 
booked at $315. 


. 


have ruled steady , 
which rate more shares can be placed. 
Chinas are also redeiving attention, and sales 
have been effected at} $61 for) preferred and des 
ferred combined, market elosing firm. China 
and Manilas are easier with small sales at $8 
aud $7, closing withjsellera at the former rate, 
and small buyers st the latter. Star Ferries 
are enquired for at and $15 for the old and 
new issues respectively, and Shell ‘Transports at 
54/- the latest London quotation for the latter 


REFINERIES. — |China Sugara have been 
hooked at $1374, go and again at $1374, close 
ing firmer with buyers at the latter rate, 
Luzons are unchanged at $17 sellers, and with- 
out local business. , 
Mining.—Charbonnages have buyers at $600, 
and Raubs at $8 after sales at the: rate. 
Chinese Engineering sre firm in the North 
with buyers at Tls. 18}. ; 
Docks, WHARVES AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong & Whampoa Docks bave been booked af 
| $80 and more shares are wanted. Kowloon 
Wharves after salps at $48 and $49 are now 
enquired for at $591 There are buyers of New 
Amoy. Docks at $94, and of Shanghai Docks at 
85, Shanghai and Hongkew Wharves 
have receded to Tl, 1623 sellers, == -- 
Lanps, Horgzs| anp Buripines. — Hong- 
kong Lands are epsier with sellers and amall 
gales at $99. Kowloon Lands are quiet with 
probable buyers at $30. West Points are 
obtainable at $44, and Humphreys’ Estate at - 
$83 after sales at the rate and at $8.65. Hong- 
Hotels ard reported to have ‘been 
at this there are buyers. 
sre unchanged st ‘Tle. 115 


nominsl], Aas 

Corron Murius\—Hongkongs continue on 
offer at $9. In tha North, Ewos have improved 
to Tis, 122, Laou Kung Mows to Tis. 1034 and 
Soy Chees to Tis, 385. Internationals are _ 
slightly easier at Tis. 91. oh, 


Ms. 


- and $9.30 Cements have 


April 3, 1909.] 


Misce..iyvros. —Chins -Borneos, have been 
beoked at $124 and. China| Providents at $9.25 
been deslt in to a fair 
extent at $9.39 ani $9.40 closing with sallers 
at the latter rate. Electrics bava further im- 
prov-d and after sales ut $19 and $19} cau now 
be plao-d at $193. Tozs ate again easier with 
sellers at $175. Union Water Boata have been 
booked at $6 and Watking at $3. 

MxMOos.—Company Mé tings advertisad — 
Green Island Cement Co. | d. 3rd in-t. China 
& Manila 8S owmship Co. Ld. 8rd instant, 
China Borneo Co. Ld. 5th instant. Union In. 
surance Scciety of Cantbn Ld. 21st instant. 
‘China Traders In:uranea|Co , Ld. 21st inst. 

Quotations are as follows: — 


Stocks Parnup| Quorattons 
Alhambra, Ld. ........./ Ps. Nominal 7 
Banks— . 

Hongkong & S’hai...| $12 { yon 8 llers 
National B. of (hina | 1851, buyers 
Bell's AsbestosE. A.... Bd. |$10, buyers 
China-Borneo Co....... $12} sellerg 
China Light & P. Co... { $5 
China Provident ...... $9], sellers 
Cotton Mills— 
Ewo Cotton S. & W.| Tis.159 |Tls. 129 
Hongkong C. 8. Co. $9 sellers 
International ...... +75 |Tls. 91 
Laou Kung Mow\../Tis. Tls, 1034 
Soychee ......., testes Ts. 5°10 |Tls. 385 
Dairy Farm Co,......... 314, buyers 


Docks & Wharves— 
H.& K, Wharf & G. 
H.& W. Dock ...... 
New Amoy Dock ... 
Shanghai Dock and 

Eng. Co., Ld....... 
S’hai & H. Wharf...| 

Fenwick & Co., Geo... 

G, Island Cement Co 

Hongkong & C. Gas... 

Hongkong Electric.... 


350, buyers 
380, buyers 
39), buyera 


. 100 |Ts, 162} 
$25 1$12, sellers 
39.40, sellers 
$210, buyers 
$193, buyers 


Hongkong Hotel Cu.... 383, sales 
Hongkong Ice Co....... 5 |3178, sellers 
H.K. Milling Co., Ld... Nominal 
B’kong Rope M,C... 324 
Insurances— 
Canton ....eeeeeeeee $1871, 
China Fire ............ 310%, 


China Tradurs ...... 
Hongkong Fire...... ‘ 
North China ......... 
Onion ..............008. 


*874, buyers 
*315, sales & buy. 
‘Tle. 100 buyers 
#850, sales 

7215 


Land and Buildings— 
H’kong Land (nvest. 


$99, sallers 
Humpbrey’s Estate 


*8.75, sellers 


Kowloon Land & B. : $30 
Shanghai [and....../ T1s Is. 115 
West Point Building 4 44, sellers 


Mininy— 
&. F. des C. du T’kin| Fs, 3 7650, buyers 
Raubs ............00000. is/1(d. ($84, sellers 


£10 {$14 
32 
1a {$8 


Peak Tramways Co.,Ld i 
Philippine Cu., Ld 


Refir eries— 
Chinuw Sugar ......... 
Lnrzon Sugar ........, 
Robinson Piano Co. ... 


Steamship Companies 
China and Manila... 
Douglas Steamshi) 
H., Canton & M.-... 


Indo-ChinaS. N.Coj £: 


nm ;R 


00 |$187} buyers 
00 |*17, sellers 
5U |$59, sellers 


$7, buyers 

$35, buyers 
5 {$29}, sellers 
(740, buyers 


t|$20, buyers 
Shell Transport Co. 1 |&4/-, buyers 
$10 (|8234, 
Star Ferry......... { 45 (‘S15 
South China M. Post... 25 7$24, sellers 
* Steam Laundry Co..... 5 |$54 
Storesé Dispenearies — 
Campbell, M& Cn... $10 |$9, buyers 
Wm. Powell, Ld. ... 37 /$24, buyers 
Watkins, Ld.......... 410 [3 sales & buy, 
Watson & Co.. A.S. 19 {89, buyers 
Weissmann, Ld....... *$s00 [2140 
er ‘ $£ {$12} 
United Asbestos ...... ( i 3230 
Union WaterboatCo.... $10 (810, sales 


ee 
VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 


ee 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 
SHANGHAI SHARE QUOTATIONS, 


i 
: 
i 


—— 


‘a. 24th March, 1909, 
ComMPany. | Pas vp QUOTATION, 


Banks :— 
Hongkong & S’hai..; 


. $125 | $960, buyers 
National of China... 0) 


£6 | $5 


Russo-Chinese ... «(|| Tyga | | Tis, 175 
Insurance :— 
Union Society C’t m] $100 | $825, buyers 
North-China ..... .. £5 | Tls. 100, buyers | 
Yangtsze Ass cn. .: 860 | $222}, buyers 
Canton 0.0... 0.00 G $50 | $195, sales 
Hongkong Fie... . $50 | $387}, sales 
China Fire............ $20 | $107, sales | 
Shipping :— : | 
Indo - China { Bre" Tle. 45 | 
Shell Trans. (ord), 21 Morea | 
& ‘I'rading t pref}: 10 | § £9.10,0 
Shai Tug «| ord. |) Ts0 | | Tls, 50, buyers | 
Lighter ... | pref: 5 ‘ ‘Pls, 525, buyers| 


Taku Tug & Lighter TSO 
Kochien Transport- 


Ts, 48 


ation & Tow Boat T50 | Tls, 42}, sellers 
Docks & Wharves:—~ | : 
S’hai Dock &Erg.... T100 | Ts. 85, sales 
H. & W. Dock .. ...i $50 | $91, sellers 
8. & H’kew Wharf... 1100 | Tis. 1624, buyers: 
H. K’loon W. &G... $50 | $45, sellers 
Yangtaze wo... « T1Q0 | Ts, 2173 
Sugar Companies :— , : 
Perak Cultivation... T§0 | Tis. 127}, buyers 
China Refining...... $100 | $1124, buyers i 
Mining : — - a 
Raub Australia { 18/10 $8, buyers 
Chinese Eng.& Min. 21 | Ta, 18} 
Lands :— ; 
S’hai Investment... T§O | ‘Ils. 117}, sales 
$93 


H’kong Investment’ $190 


Kalumpong Rubber 
8. R’ber Estates ... 
Eastern Fibre 


40 | Tis, 105, buyers 
Ts. 145, buyers 


Humphreys’ Estate $10 | Slo} 
Weihaiwei..... T25 | Tis. 8, buyers 
China ........cccceceeee TO | Tis. 50, sellers 
Anglo-French ...... ldo | ‘Ils. 102 
Cotton :— : 
Ewo........ seeerbidevass Ta0O | Tls.115 
International ...... T75 | Tis, 92, sellers 
Laou Kung Mow...) T1d0 | Tis. 106, buyers 
Soy Chee ............ 1 TS Tls. 385, eales 
[ndustrial :-— 

Shanghai Gag ..... T§0 ; Tis. 115 
Major Brothers...... TH0 | Ts. 50 
Shanghai [ce........ T45 | Tis. 14 
China Flour Mill... - TO | Ts. 40, sellers 
Shai Pulp & Paper! 1 Tls. 421, buyers 
Green is, Cement.... $10 | $10, sales 
Maatschappij, &c., 

in Langkat......... Gs.190 | Tis. 772, sales 
Shanghai - Sumatra i 

Tobacco oo... ee eee T20 | Tis. 130, sles 
S’hai Waterworks... £20 | Tls, 485, sales 
Anglo-Ger. Rrewery 1 $80, sellers 
A. Butler Cement, 

Tile Works 0 | Ts, 20, sales | 


Shanghai Electric i 

‘Construction...... £10 | £9.0.0, sales 

Miscellaneous :— : . 

Hall & Holtz......... $20 | $23}, sales 
A. Llewellyn......... #60 | $52, buyers 
A. S. Watson & Co. $10 | $93, sales. 
Central Ordinary...| $15 | $18, buyers 
Central Founders...], $15 | $£00, buyers 
S. Moutrie & co. ... $50 | $46, sales 
Weeks & Co. ...... (a3 $20 | $254, buyers 
Astor House Hotel $25 | $19, sales 
Hongkong Hotel Co.| $50 Ts, 90, sellers 
Hotel des Colonies} 1'12 Tia. 6, sales 
Lane,Crawford&Co} . 1 $1524, buyers 
Dunning & Co....... O | $50, sales 
S’hai Horse Bazar...) 50 | ‘I'ls. 50, sellers 
S’hai Mercury ...... TSO | ‘Ils. 50 
S*hai Mutual Tele. TsO | Tls. 62, sales 
China Im & Ex. 

Lumber ............ TICO | Tis. 83, sellers 
Shanghai Electric & 

Asbestos ............ $25 | $22, sellers 
Dallas Horse Re- | 

positiory .........0. { T60{ Tis. 25 
Printing Co..........6 *“T60 1 Tie. 50 


Co. 


‘| Tis. 


| Ox Saraor,—On demand .., 


1 On Bana<ox.—On demand ...............87 


291 


-Messrs J. P. Bissgt & Co. in their Share 
Report for the week ending March 24th, state:— 
There has been a good|deal of business done since 
our lastissue. The bulk of it has consisted of ad- 
justments for the Marph Settlement, but at the 
same time in the speculative stocks a fair amount 
has been done for June delivery. Rates have in 
some cases fluctuated! violently for March de- 
livery, as shares have ¢ither been thrown on the 
market for adjustment or on the other hand 
buyers have had to putchase to cover. Banks.— 
H. & 8 Banks, Sincelour last nothing has been 
done. The market opened with gules at $960, 
and in the absence |of demand,. declined to 
$955. The price has again improve however to 


'| $960 and at the close |there are buyers. The T. 


T. rate on London to-Hay is 2/34. Insurance.— - 
A sale of Yangtazes ig reported at $220. Sharea 
are now wanted at $2224. North Chinas have 
buyers at Tls, 100, Shipping.—Indo-Chinas re- 
main nominal at s 45. Shanghai Tug & 
Lighter Co. A good business has been done in 
the Ordinary Tugs at|T'ls. 50, mote shares are 
wanted. Preference shares are in demand st Ts, 
52}. Docks and Wharyes.—Shanghai Docks have 
been very flat all the} week. Cash shares have 
changed hands at Tls/85 and the rate for June 
is Tls. 88 nominal.| Shanghai & Hongkew 
Wharves. There has |been a large business done 
in this stock this week, the market opening at 
Tis. 175 for March and T'ls. 179 for June. Very 
considerable fluctuations have been taken place 
since, which it has been almost impossible to 
follow, and it would be idle to give the various 
details. The final dividend of Tls, 6 was paid 
yesterday, and we quote rates ‘at closing as 
162 ex. dividend for March, and Ts 
167 ex. div. for June} with sellers prevailing. 
Sugars. — Perak Sugars have been dealt. in at. 
Tis. 180. Mining. -—|Chinese Engineering and 
Mining Co. A sale/is reported at Tis. 18}. _ 
Lands.—Shanghai Lands. After cales at Tis, 115 
a good demand arose and shares are now wanted 
at Tls. 1174, Industrig].—As usual a fair amount 


| of businss has been done in Cotton stocks during 


the week. Ewos ha 
March and Ta. 124 J 
respectively. There 


declined from Tls; 121 
eto Tls 117} and Tis. 120 
re sellers at the close, 
Internationals are now quoted at Tls. 92 March 
and Tis, 96 for June with sellers. Laon Kung 
Mows.—There is no change to report. March 
shares have been dealt in at Tis. 106 and June 
at Tls. 109. Soy Cheeg have improved to Tls, 385. 
Maatschappij &c. in Tangkat have had a sharp 
decline since last,week} Kates at the commence- 
ment of the week were [Is. 810 March and Tls. 825 - 
June, but there has been a gradual decline since, 
and yesterday shares were reported at Ils, 780 for 
March and the June |jrate is a nominal one of 
Tls. 810. Sumatras. Shares have been in strong 
demand all the week. }'e would quote the market 
at closing as Tls. 130 |for March, Ils. 134 June 
nomioal, Kalumpong Rubbers have improved to 
Tis. 105. Senawangs. |The market improved to 
Tis. 145 at which rate therenre buyers. Shangha 
Electric Construction |.o. have been dealt in 
smil lots at £8.10/- | Micellaneous.—There is 
nothing of any importance to report. Lands and 
Debentures, — No mali have taken place 


this week. 


EXCHANGE 
Ox Lonpoxn.— Honexone, April 2nd. 
Telegraphio Transteor ..,........c.cc06 .1/83 
Bank Bills, on demand ............... 1/83 
Bank Bills, at 30/days’ sight ......... 1/84 
Bank Bills at 4 months’ sight ...... 1/8 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight —.........1/9yy 
Docu nentary Billb, 4moathe sight...1/9. 
On Paptis.—Bank Bills, on demand...... 218 
Cradits 4 months’ sight ...............222 
On Geemany.—On demand ...........008 1774 
On New Yorx.—Bank Bills, on demand 42, 
Credits, 60days’ sight wo... cece 4S 
On Bompay.—Telegraphio Transfer ...1304 
Fank, ondemand) ......................181 
On Catcut.a.—Telggraphic Transfer 1304 
Bank on demand} ...... ..... cess ceeees 131 
On SHanaaar.—Bank, at sight . 14% 
Private, 30 daya’ bight 154 
On YokuHaAmMa.—On|demand ............ 844 
MantL4.—On demand ..................85$ 
| On StnaaPors.—Oni demand wee TAY 
On Batavia.—On demand ............ 1043 - 
On Harpacna.—On demand ......104 p.c. pm. 


veoelO pic. pm. 


SveReieans, Kank’s Baying Rate.........$11.35 
Gorp Lea¥ 100 fine, per tael ............859.40 
Bar SILVER, Per 08. |. f......sccece-tecereee eee 


| 
{ 
i 
| 


we en er ee ee a OAETE BARE. 
“ . 
' 


292, 


TONNAGE, 

Howaxona, 2nd April.+There is a strong de- 
mand for tonnage particulariy from the Yangtaze 
ports, South Japan Coal !ports and Saigon, and 
«wing to scarcity of prompt medium sized carrieva, 
-rates are steadily advancing. From Saigon to 
this, 15} cents la-t.and 16 dente offering; to Singa- 
pore, 16 cents last and offering; to Philippines. 
¥8 cents last nd to North Coast Java, 24 cents 
last; to South Coast Ju pan, 24 cents has been 
accepted, From Wnhu tp Swatow ani Canton, 
16/18 @andareens per pi¢ul has been paid, and 
more tonnage wanted. .From Newchwang to 
Canton,.28 cents. Conl freight- are firm. From 
South Japan coal port t¢ Hongkong, $1.80 last 
aud «ffering; to Singappre, $3.00; to Hongay, 
$1.75 last; to Canton, $2\50. From Horgay to 
Hongkong, $1.70 yer ton, | 


SHIPBING. 
ABRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
Maru. 


March :— ARRIVALS. 
25, Flintshire, British Gtr. from Shanghai. 
25, Glenogle, British gtr., from Siagapore. 
26, Hupeh, British str], from Haiphong. 
26, J. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Pakhoi. 
26, Kamor, Norwegian str., from Haiphong. 
96, Nubia, British str.} from London. 
26, Taming, British str., from Manila. 
27, Amiral Hamdin, Fv. str., from Singapore. 
27, Choysang, British str., from Shanghai. 
27, Haimun, British str., from Swatow. 
27, Nicomedia, Ger. str., from Portland. 
., from Bangkok. 
., from Sandakan. 
28, Haiching, British étr., from Coast Ports. 
28, Linan, British str.| from Shanghai. 
28, Mandal, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 
_ 28, Wuhn, British str!, from Weihaiwei. 
29, Anghin, Germany str., from Bangkok. 
29, Belgravia, Ge str., from Hamburg. 
29, Cheongshing, British str., from Tientsin. 
29, Empire, British str., from Kobe. 
29, Ernest Simons, Fx. str., from Marseilles. 
29, Glenroy, British sfr., from Kobe. 
@ str., from Shanghai. 
., from Saigon. 
F ., Jap str., from Kutchinotzn. 
29, Shoshu Maru, Jap. str., from Swatow. 
29, Sungkiang, British str., from Tloilo. 
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31, Helene, German s 
31, Tjimahi, Dutch str., from Amoy. 
31, Tsintau, German |atr., from Bangkok. 
rl— | 

1, Benalder, British|str., from Singapore. 


1, Hakata Maru, Japanese str., from S'pore. 


1, Hangsang, British str., from Shanghai. 


Kiangping, Chinese str., from Chinkiang. 


1, 
1, Mathilde, German str., from Hoihow. 
1, Peking, Swedish ptr., from Singapore. 


1, Wakamiya Maru} Jap. str., from Bombay. 


March :— DEPARTURES. 
26, Goeben, German 'str., for Shanghai. 
26, Haiyang, British! str., for Swatow. 
26, Hanoi, French str., for K. C. Wan. 
26, Helene, German gtr., for Swatow. 


26, Prinz Waldemar,|Ger. str., for Singapore. 


26, Taiwan, British str., for Chefoo. 
26, Vorwaertes, Austrian str., for Singapore. 
26, Yuensang, British str., for Manila. 

96, Zefiro, British str., for Manila. 

27, Bangkok, German str., for Bangkok. 

27, Brisgavia, German str., for Singapore. 
27, Chiyuen, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 

27, Clara Jebsen, German str., for Haiphong. 
27, Fooksang, British str., for Shanghai. 
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27, Glenfarg, British sty., for Amoy. 

27, Kumerio, British str}, for Manils. 

27, Kwangse, British st., for Amoy. 

27, Loosok, German str. for Bangkok. 

27, Mongolia, American|str., for Shanghai. 
27, Petchaburi, German|str., for Swatow. 
27, Yingchow, British str., for Shanghai. 
28, Chenan, British str., for Shanghai. 

28, Chipshing, British str., for Swatow. 
28, Chowtai, German str., for Swatow. 

28, Haimun, British str], for Swatow. 

28, Hupeh, British str., for Hongay. 

28, Jacob Diederichsen, |Ger. str., for Pakhoi. 
28, Joshin Maru, Japanpse str., for Swatow 
28, Nubia, British str., i 


29, Suisang, British str|, for Calcutta. ! 
29, Tjitodas, Dutch str. for Batavia. 
30, Amiral:Hamdin, Fr} str., for Shanghai. 
30, Benlawers, British str., for London. 
30, Choshun Maru, Jap: str., for Swatow. 
30, Fausang, British sty., for Saigon. 

30, Flintshire, British gtr., for London. 
30, Glenroy, British , for London. 

30, Haiching, British str., for Swatow. 

30, Hinsang, British str., for Hongay. 

30, Kamor, Norwegian str., for Haiphong. 
30, Merapi, Dutch str.,/for A moy. 

30, Nera, French str., for Europe. 

30, Progress, Nor. str.,|for Vladivostock. 
30, Shinano Marn, Jap} str., for Shanghai. 
30, Tjilatjap, Dutch str., for Shanghai. 
31, Ceylon Marn, Jap. str., for Singapore. 
31, Empire, British str,, for Sydney. 

31, Gymeric, British str., for Europe. 

31, Inaba Maru, Jap., str., for London. 
31, Kwanglee, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
31, Mausang, British str., for Sandakan. 
31, Palembang, Dutch str., for Woosung. 
31, Rigel, American str., for Manila. 

31, Shoshu Maru, J apanese str., for Swatow. 
31, Taming, British str., for Manila. 

31, Venus, American str., for Manila. 

April -- 

1, Ariaki Marn, Jap. str., for Kutchinotz. 
1, Belgravia, German str., for Shanghai. 
1, Choysang, British str., for Shanghai. 
1, Glenfalloch, British str., for Amoy. 


‘ 
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1, Indrani, British str., for Shanghai. 
1, Mandasan M., Jap! str., for Kutchinot 
1, Spezia, German dae for Hamburg. 

1. Tingsang, aa tr., for Shanghai. 


ooo 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per Laisang, from Singapore, Mr. Gaske 

Per Anhui, from Shanghai, Messrs W 
and A. Gerault. a 

Per Laertes, from Saigon, Captain Groves, 
Messrs Ord and: Egan. | 

Per Cheongshing, from Tientsin, &c., Mr 
Mis Clarkson and children, Messrs Dobie 
Marton. ' 

Per Linan, from Shanghai, Messrs Galtow, 
F. W. Carey, Liedelle, J. A. Bashford, W. |H. 
Kerr, J. H. Witchell. 

Per Haitan, from Swatow, Revs. Cabayas, 
Jasto Sassim and Misil, Messrs J. H. Ellis, 
Skottowe, Thomas, Lehphoff and Mercer. 

Per Inaba Maru, from Japan, &c., Mrs| T. 
Matsumura & infant, Miss Haas, Dr. Jenkins, 
Messrs O. C. Ormsby, Ni K. Davidson, F. F! E. 
Silva and Douglas. 

Per Empire, from Ja jan, Mr and Mrs Carter 
and child, Mr and Mrs Linclair, Mrs Antill, 
Misses Phillips, Wye and Milne, Messrs 
Gilman and Esdale. 

Per Loongsang, from Manila, Mrs McCauby, 
Misses E. Murray, R. and M. Williams, M egsrs 
Levy Wallace, Hadley} McGreer, Bri 
Assosic, R. and A. Cristal, V. and A. Wallace, 
and D. McCauby. 


Lee, Mr and Mrs D. H! Bishop, Mr and 
Haldman, Mr and Mrs Sheets, Mr and 
Arteniano, \.r and Mrs W. H. Taylor, Mr 
Mrs M. B. +t. John, Miss J. Ridgway, Major 
Goodman, v.s.a., Lieut. J. C. Blanford, Lisut. 
E. W. Stoll, Messrs J. H. Lewis, H. Bun 8, 
F. R. Bronsom, W. Martin, G. R. Henkel! H. 
J. Fagen, Soler, J. Haupt, ». A. P. Donoghu, 
J. Davis, L. Evans, |A. H. Pasoual, J| C. 
McCoy, 8. C. Borras,|F. . Wilson, J.| H. 
| Ruttonjee, ]. C. Marchant, G. Antony, S/ E. 
Shoino, Juan Llema, Custodio, J. Havabeohi. 
D: Rubins and C. Corzetto. 


| ton, Miss Spevallier, 


‘and Mrs Midzuts 
' Corbett, Miss Peac: 
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Per Borneo, from Sandakan, Mr. and Mrs™ 
Oldmann and servant, and Mr Yospp.- 
Per Haiching, from Coast Porte, Mra Layto,« 

Captain Braun, Mesars Hark, Arthen, James — 
Per Devanha, for |Hongkong, from London, © 
Mr and Mrs Collett, phild and infant, Rey..and 
Miss Scott, Messrs R. Johnson, H. Livesay, W. 
Johnson, Hamson and Hall; from Marseilles, 
Mrs Crayke, Mrs Fuller, Miss Fletcher, Major - 
Cobbe, Messrs Gould, Couttney, Forbes and 
Hedderwick ; from Hort Said, Mrs and 2 Misses . 
Christie and Mr 
Admiral and Mrs Hewett, Mrs Ellias, child and 
infant, Messrs Mowrawalla and W. Mitchell; 
from Colombo, Mr, Mrs and Miss Scott, Mrs 
and Miss Cox, Messrs R. H. Lightfoot, H. A. 
Martyns, D. Stewart and R. Hani; from 
Singapore, Mr and Mrs Wennick, Mr and Mrs 
Hughes, Hon and [Miss Forbes Simpell, Mrs 
F. Roath, Misses E| Falcott, Ford, Hume and 
Williams, Lt. Attwood, Messrs H. Bade, R. 
Pattenden, L. Lewis, Dierge, Coullie and F. A. 
Fisher ; from Penang, Mr and Mrs Talcott and. 
child, The Margass |Linlithgow, Messrs H. s. 
Stewart, J. Talcett, Jr. and (rawford; for 
Shanghai, from London, Mr and Mra Norris, 
Mrs Harris and infant, Rev. Thomas, Messrs 
Forsyth and Waueham; from Bombay, Dr. . 
Andrew and Mrs Nakashima; from Singapore © 
Mrs McGlashan, child, infant and servant, and 
Miss Feicenter; from London, for Kobe, Mr 
C. Calvert; for Yokohams, from London, Mr 
and Mrs Linford and child, Mr, Mrs and Miss 
Stephens, Messrs Dawson, W. R. Ricketts and . 
Piencey ; from Marseilles, Mr & Mrs Adling- 
Messrs Kllorough and 
Fison; from Colombo, Mr Lloyd; from Singa- _ 
pore, Lt. Wood, Capt. Nangle and Mr Gould, 
DEPARTED. 


Per Shinano Ma rl, for Seattle, &o., Mr and . 


, Mrs J: Collins, Miss G. 
ck, Miss Orr, Lieut.-Com, 
Colonel Caviglia, Messrs 
McMaster, Strickland, W. Martin, G. R. 
Henkel, C. B. Bradley, F. B. Bronson, Jas 
Boecher, T. Skinner, T. Hayabuchi, J. Morita, 
Z. Tsuchiya, J. Nakashima, Y. Fujiwara and 
K. Koshino. 

Per Nera, for Marseilles, &c., Mr and Mrs R. 
Campbell, Mrs Guijllsteaux, Mrs Lachavotiere, 
Mrs Sandler, Mrs Liza, Mrs Leyte, Mra Sans, 
Mrs L. Borells, Mrs Carola, Miss Jagorel, 
Messrs Dalas, Shaw, Isnard, Raymond, Furen, 
Leblanc, Lagrange, Rutrdkoff, Vincent, Suya, 
Gerault, Akujama, Velge, Ismael, Feldmann, 
Caboulet, Leon, Gharlet, Journekin, Bremer, 
Florent, Giovanelli, Sigagneur, Dubois, Fond, . 
Muller, Debaye, James, Ch. Esnault, Bon, R. 
Stevenson, H. Jackson, W. Cony, Rodrigues, 
T. Guay, D. E. Dimidrellis, Corey, Feliere 
and Soler. a 

Per Inaba Mar, for London, &., Mr and 
Mrs E. J. Grist and 2 children, Mr and Mrs 8. 
‘ Yoshida, Mr and Mrs G. W. Mitchell, Mr and 
Mrs Jackson and 2jinfants, Dr. and Mrs Marsh, - 
2 children and Govyerness, Mrs Kodama, Mrs J. 
Williamson and 2 children, Mrs Johnson, Mrs 
Halderman, Mrs W. Ichikawa and child, Misses. 
(ibrien und "Ke Bos Capt. Dann, Dr. C. Y. 


Yen, Messrs K. Sonoda, J. H. Chalmers, Y. 
Namba, Kumai, |Zippey, 1 
Ishida, 8. Fujita,|Scoll, W. and A. Thompson, 
Steedman, Johnson, W. 8S. Haldeman, Ede, W. 
Lingard and A. Manderfeld. : 

Per Ernest Simons, for 

and Mrs C. Fox, Mr and Mrs L. Campbell, Mr 
and Mrs A. Basto| Mr and Mrs E. Francisco 
and 3 children, Mz and Mrs R. Guirant, Mrs 
Lesage, Mrs Villenz, Mrs Levy and soi, Mrs 

Perrin, Miss Nainter, Major-General R. G. — 
= Dr. |F. Muller, Captain C. J.. 
| 
| 


Williams, Messrs} Champmorin, A. L. Levy, 
Zefa! Toyosami, Maurice, T. Tomi, R. Djvi, 
Tamizucho, Guillaberl, A uzarde, Cruchee, Lucas, 
Fournier, Flipo, W. R, Diethelm, Burkhardt, 
J. W. Leohenzn, |Rock, Latao, M. P. Beattie, 
Little, J. P. Lee, G. M. Beattie, Rosasza, A. 
Desille, Pokswitch, Largentaye and A. Kopp. 


Lhed by BERTRAM AvaueTai. - 


Printed and publi 
i he Concerned, at 104, Des 


HALE, for 


eden London ‘Office, 131, * Flee 


ampbell; from Bombay, C ) 


§. Takanashi, Ke. 


Shanghai, &., Mr ak | 


Vaux Road| Central, City ef Victoria, - - 
if Fleet = 


me 
"at 
ea. 


